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A G E N D A  
OCONEE COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING 

October 1, 2019 

6:00 PM 
Council Chambers, Oconee County Administrative Offices 

415 South Pine Street, Walhalla, SC 
 
 
 

Call to Order                                    
  

 

Public Comment Session         [Limited to a total of forty (40) minutes, four (4) minutes per person.]  
 

  

Council Member Comments      
   

Moment of Silence   
   

Invocation by County Council Chaplain   
 

 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America  
   

Approval of Minutes    
 September 17, 2019 Regular Minutes 

 

 

Administrator Comments 
 

P. MOORE OCONEE COUNTY CONSERVATION BANK BOARD 

EASEMENT FUNDING 

OCCB UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2019 FOR 

COUNCIL TO APPROVE FUNDING IN THE AMOUNT OF $8,100 FOR A 

CONSERVATION EASEMENT TO OCONEE SOIL AND WATER 

CONSERVATION DISTRICT. 

 

CLIFF’S TIMBER LLC OCONEE COUNTY CONSERVATION BANK 

BOARD FEE SIMPLE PURCHASE 

OCCB UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2019 FOR 

COUNCIL TO APPROVE FUNDING IN THE AMOUNT OF $58,000 FOR A FEE 

SIMPLE PURCHASE TO NATURALAND TRUST. 

 

Public Hearings for the Following Ordinances 
Ordinance 2019-20  “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND CONSENTING TO 

OR RATIFYING THE ASSIGNMENT AND ASSUMPTION OF AN INTEREST IN 

THAT CERTAIN FEE AGREEMENT DATED AS OF MARCH 1, 2008, AND AN 

INTEREST IN  THAT CERTAIN INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCE AGREEMENT 

DATED AS OF NOVEMBER 1, 2007, SUCH ASSIGNMENT FROM LIFT, LLC, 

AND SUCH ASSUMPTION BY LIFT TECHNOLOGIES, INC., AND 

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF AN AGREEMENT 

MEMORIALIZING SUCH ASSIGNMENT AND ASSUMPTION, AND CONSENT 

OR RATIFICATION, AND AN AMENDMENT TO THE FEE AGREEMENT AND 

THE INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCE AGREEMENT; AND OTHER MATTERS 
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RELATED THERETO.” 

 
Ordinance 2019-21  “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND 

DELIVERY OF AN AMENDED FEE AGREEMENT BETWEEN OCONEE COUNTY 

AND ACI PLASTICS SOUTH, LLC, INCLUDING THE INCLUSION OF ACI 

PROPERTIES SOUTH, LLC, AND GREENCYCLE U.S. HOLDING, INC.  AS CO-

SPONSORS, AND AMENDING THE FEE AGREEMENT DATED AS OF OCTOBER 

1, 2014; AND OTHER MATTERS RELATED THERETO.” 

 

Third Reading of the Following Ordinances 
Ordinance 2019-20     [see caption above] 

 

Second Reading of the Following Ordinances 
Ordinance 2019-21  “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND 

DELIVERY OF AN AMENDED FEE AGREEMENT BETWEEN OCONEE COUNTY 

AND ACI PLASTICS SOUTH, LLC, INCLUDING THE INCLUSION OF ACI 

PROPERTIES SOUTH, LLC, AND GREENCYCLE U.S. HOLDING, INC.  AS CO-

SPONSORS, AND AMENDING THE FEE AGREEMENT DATED AS OF OCTOBER 

1, 2014; AND OTHER MATTERS RELATED THERETO.” 

 

Ordinance 2019-22  “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING OCONEE COUNTY, 

SOUTH CAROLINA TO FINANCE AND ACQUIRE CERTAIN FIRE TRUCKS AND 

RELATED EQUIPMENT IN AN AMOUNT NOT EXCEEDING $2,300,000; TO 

EXECUTE AND DELIVER ALL DOCUMENTS NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT 

THE FINANCING AND ACQUISITION; AND OTHER RELATED MATTERS.” 

 

First Reading of the Following Ordinances 
[None scheduled.] 

 

First & Final Reading for the Following Resolutions 
[None scheduled.] 

 

 

Discussion Regarding Action Items                        

 

Request Council approval for 1st year funding for Highway Safety Grant No. 

PT-2020-HS-32-20 for a Special Traffic Enforcement Unit [STEU] to include 

one [1] STEU Corporal in an amount not to exceed $11,500 and authorize the 

County Administrator to accept and execute the corresponding STEU Grant 

Offer 
 1st year funding for a 1-Person Special Traffic Enforcement Unit (STEU) to include: (1) Road 

Cpls, (1) patrol SUV vehicle, officer equipment and a public awareness campaign to: reduce 

fatalities/collisions, reduce speeding, reduce DUIs/Impaired driving, and increase seat belt and 

helmet usage. 

 Amount of Award is $130,399 from SCDPS OHSJP to begin on October 1, 2019 

 Cash Match:  None (100% grant funding) except for non-allowable costs below. 

 Sheriff’s Office contributing approximately $11,500 [for items/costs not allowable under SCDPS 

funding criteria] and will need to be budgeted for in the Sheriff’s Office FY 19-20 budget. 
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It is staff’s recommendation to [1] approve 1st year funding for Highway Safety Grant No. PT-

2020-HS-32-20 for a Special Traffic Enforcement Unit [STEU] to include one [1] STEU 

Corporal in an amount not to exceed $11,500 and [2] authorize the County Administrator to 

accept and execute the corresponding STEU Grant Offer. 

 

Engineering Services for Seneca Creek Access Area  /  PRT  /  $103,390.00 
Funding will come from designated Economic Development millage for PRT Capital Projects 

Seneca Creek Access Area project includes re-locating the existing ramp for better use at low water 

levels, adding a lane to make a 3-lane ramp, provide for parking of up to 50 boats/trailers and add a 

kayak launch, fishing pier, picnic area and bank fishing trail. The project may be completed in phases, 

which will be determined once engineering is complete and made ready for bid.  
 

At the April 5, 2016 meeting, Council approved the award of RFP 15-09 for On Call Engineering Services 

to Thomas & Hutton of Greenville, SC for Category E:  On Call General Engineering Services. Parks 

Recreation and Travel (PRT) wishes to contract with Thomas & Hutton to provide engineering services for 

Site and Marine Element Improvements to the proposed Seneca Creek Access Area (Seneca Creek Boat 

Landing).  Thomas & Hutton will provide services that include general consulting, design services for 

upland site engineering design and marine design elements.  They will also provide permitting, bidding and 

award assistance, construction administration and observation services per the attached proposal. 
 

It is the staff’s recommendation that Council approve the total award of $103,390.00 to Thomas & 

Hutton, of Greenville, SC for engineering services for the above mentioned project. 

 

2020 Dodge Durango Pursuit  /  Sheriff’s Office  /  $88,104.00 
Budget:  $1,600,951.00  /  General Legal Balance:  $1,328,442.88  /  Project Cost:  $88,104.00  /  

Balance:  $1,240,338.88 

Sheriff’s fleet vehicles necessary for fiscal year 2019-2020 operations includes; three (3) Dodge Durango 

Police Interceptor SUV’s. Santee Automotive, LLC of Manning, SC is the SC State Contract vendor for 

these Dodge Durango’s.  The new vehicles will replace high-mileage vehicles currently used in the 

Sheriff’s fleet. The vehicles being replaced will be sold as surplus or replace older vehicles used in other 

County departments.  The Fleet Maintenance Director also approves this purchase. 
 

It is the staff’s recommendation that Council approve the purchase of three (3) 2020 Dodge Durango 

Pursuits vehicles from Santee Automotive, LLC of Manning, SC in the amount of $88,104.00. 

 

New Voting System Demonstration.  Expressvote Ballot Marking Device is a 

paper based voting system with a Digital Scanner Ballot Box.  This voting 

system allows the voter to print their selections for review before their ballot 

is scanned for tabulation.  It is also equipped with numerous and various 

devices and options for voters with disabilities (blind, physically handicapped, 

and voters that may not be able to read or write) 
 

Change Order #1 PO 52584 Engineering Services for Oconee Industry and 

Technology Park  /  Oconee Economic Alliance  /  $11,280.00 
On December 20, 2016, County Council approved the Engineering Services for Oconee Industry & 

Technology Park (OITP), under RFP 15-09 On-Call Engineering, which was approved at the April 5, 

2016 Council meeting.  The scope of work in this proposal includes compilation of new Construction 

Documents, submittal of a separate land disturbance permit package to SCDHEC and construction 

observation for the interior roads.  The original Awarded amount was $488,870.00. The amount of the 

requested Change Order is $11,280.00 which will bring the total to $500,150.00. 
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It is the staff’s recommendation that Council [1] approve Change Order # 1 PO 52584 (Addendum #1) to 

Thomas & Hutton in the amount of $11,280.00 for new construction documents, separate permit 

packages and construction observation. This will bring the total amount of the PO to $500,150.00 and  

[2] authorize the County Administrator to sign / execute the change order. 

 

Council Committee Reports 
Law Enforcement, Public Safety, Health & Welfare / Mr. McCall………………...….[09/17/2019] 

 

Motion to direct the County Administrator to look in the feasibility of hiring a County employee 

to provide transportation for those in need four days a week to the Rosa Clark Clinic in Seneca 

and related tasks per unanimous recommendation by the Law Enforcement, Public Safety, 

Health & Welfare Committee on September 17, 2019. 

 

Board & Commission Appointments (IF ANY)               [Seats listed are all co-terminus seats] 

*Building Codes Appeal Board……………………………..1 At Large Seat 
 

*No questionnaires on file for the seat listed above 
 

Unfinished Business  [to include Vote and/or Action on matters brought up for discussion, if required]   

[None scheduled.] 

 
 

 

New Business [may include items which may be scheduled for final action at a future meeting, if required]              

[None scheduled.] 
 

 

 

Executive Session             
[upon reconvening Council may take a Vote and/or take Action on matters brought up for discussion in Executive Session, if required]                  

For the following purposes, as allowed for in § 30-4-70(a) of the South Carolina Code of Laws:  
 

[1] Receive legal advice related to a moratorium, or prohibition, on future billboard 

construction. 
 

[2] Discussion regarding an Economic Development matter, Project Aztec. 
 

[3] Discussion regarding an Economic Development matter, Project Cactus. 

 

Discussion Regarding Action Items  [cont’d] 

 

Discuss and act on any appropriate motions related to the issue of a 

moratorium or prohibition on future billboard construction. 
 

 

Adjourn 

 
Assisted Listening Devices [ALD] are available to accommodate the special needs of citizens attending meetings held in Council Chambers. 

ALD requests should be made to the Clerk to Council at least 30 minutes prior to the meeting start time. 

Oconee County Council, Committee, Board & Commission meeting schedules, agendas are posted at the Oconee County Administration Building & are available on the County Council Website. 
 

 























































































10. Does the eligible trust fund recipient have reasonable documentation to support this request? Please attach.
The proposal will not be considered without adequate substantiation of estimated Fair Market Value Note:

However, a qualified and competent appraisal establishing fair market value and/or the value of the
proposed easement will subsequently be required prior to closing. (Code Sec.48-59-70,M)

[g] Yes D No 

11. What is the amount of support sought for this proposal? $ 36457.00 
-----------

12. What is the total transaction value? $ 76965.00 
------------

13. Explain how this proposal will satisfy the criteria listed in Sections Four, Five, and Six of the ensuring pages.
(Code Sec. 48-59-70, G) (Please attach a narrative of what your intended plans are and how you plan to
accomplish them.)

By holding an easement on this property OSWCD will be able to protect the natural aspects of this parcel 
while also preserving the ability for it to remain farmland in its current state. The property has prime and 
statewide soils, is used for pasture and timberland, and is in the southern part of Oconee County, a location 
that has been repeatedly targeted for development by real estate and industry interests because of its flat 
and easily grade-able characteristics. Due to this being a working farm and the intent is for it to remain that 
way, and due to bio-hazard concerns within the farming production community, public access has not been 
considered. Public benefit is to be derived by preserving production farmland into perpetuity and providing 
viewshed opportunities lacking in developed areas. 

14. Does the eligible trust fund recipient understand and agree to return to the SCCS any trust funds disbursed
by the SCCS to the eligible trust fund recipient that are not spent, in accordance with this Application,
within 60 days of the day SCCS disburses the trust funds to the Applicant?

[g] Yes DNo 

15. Does the eligible trust fund recipient understand and agree that incident to acquiring the interest in land
proposed to be acquired pursuant to this application, the eligible trust fund recipient will also purchase a title
insurance policy acceptance to SCCS insuring the interests in land acquired and naming the SCCS as an
additional insured? (Code Section 48-59-80(0)

[g] Yes 0No 

16. Does the eligible trust fund recipient understand and agree to indemnify the SCCS against any loss suffered
by the eligible trust fund recipient due to a defect in title to an interest in land acquired by the eligible trust
fund recipient with SCCS trust funds, which indemnification obligation is or will be secured by the title
insurance policy referenced to in paragraph 11 above? (Code Section 48-59-80(0). (Note that if the SCCS
funding is not the sole source of funding for the acquisition of interests in land by the eligible trust fund
recipient, title insurance or indemnification proceeds will be shared in proportion to the cash SCCS trust
funds provided for the acquisition of the interests in land and closing costs, as compared to the total cash
funds provided from all sources for the acquisition of the interests in the land and closing costs.)

[g] Yes 0No Section 3, Page 3 













































Impressions of Moore Property 

By Frances M. Rundlett, member Oconee Conservation Bank 

 

I visited the Moore property on 5/24/2019 (due to a miscommunication with Frank Ables of the Oconee 
Conservation Bank he came briefly to the Moore house). However, Frank Ables was very familiar with 
the property, having grown up in the area; he knew quite a few folks there.  I therefore went on a tour 
by vehicle of the farm by myself with Mrs. Moore and Frank left. 

Mrs. Moore was very sociable and welcoming. She is an ex school principal and was quite cognizant of 
farming methods.  She grew up on that property and knew the neighbors well. The farm itself is small (a 
bit over 35 acres) because her dad’s property was subdivided among his children.  

The farm itself is used for hay and cattle grazing.  Mrs. Moore wants to preserve the land in farming, and 
it does have some of the best soils for agriculture in the state.  Mrs. Moore has a son who specializes in 
forestry who hopes to take over the farm someday. But she wants the extra protection of an easement 
to keep the land in farming.  

The creek on the property was ditched, close to the farmed area, and intermittent, so it does not have 
value for wildlife, except that it eventually flows to a larger creek.  She showed me the creek and 
surrounding trees, most of which are on her sister’s property. A few years ago she learned of a cattle 
raising system whereby the cattle are grazed on a fenced in section of the land and two weeks later are 
kept on another plot which has new grass.  She also learned that it pollutes the creek to have cattle 
drink from it, so she (with a grant from the Soil Conservation Service) installed a piping system of cattle 
drinking stations and the cattle drink water from these stations instead of the creek. The creek is fenced 
which keeps the cattle from the creek. The piping system itself draws water from a 600 foot deep 
drinking water well that supplies the house plus the piping system. She also installed the cattle drinking 
stations on her sister’s adjacent farm, and the neighbors followed suit.  

The farm is lovely and has a fenced copse of trees, fenced to keep the cattle from it.  The copse of trees 
includes several springs which drain to a pond on the neighbor’s property. Mrs. Moore a few years ago 
had a landscaper come out and landscape the property around the house.  That landscaper also 
recommended that she let trees grow up around a selected area that borders the Pitts property to 
provide homes for insects and wildlife, which she did. In 1981 Mrs. Moore had a 100? year old house 
moved onto the property which she bought from a surrounding area which adds to the historic value of 
the property. (I believe the house is over 100 years old but a historian would have to inspect it). 

All in all, I would say that the property is too small to gain a grant of over 40K from the Oconee 
Conservation Bank.  EXCEPT: 

1)The farm has some of the best soils in the state for agriculture. 

2)The farm has several neighbors (and their farms) who would eventually follow suit if the money for a 
conservation easement were granted to Mrs. Moore. 

3)The property is near Interstate Route 85 and is flat and cleared which makes it valuable for 
development. 



4) The house and furnishings  themselves have historic value. There is not another house that I could see 
nearby (there were mostly trailers or modern brick one story homes nearby) that has that look. 

I recommend that the Oconee County Conservation Bank give a grant (which will be matched by other 
funds) of 20K to Mrs. Moore. 

 

 























































Jocassee McKinney Creek

Parcel:  039-00-01-014  Acres: 427.64
Name: WORTHINGTON HYDE PARTNERS II
Site:
Sale: $350000 on 2012-03-05 Reason=9 Qual=U

Mail:

3930 E JONES BRIDGE RD STE 145
NORCROSS, GA 30092

Land Value: 1363090
Improvement Value: 0
Accessory Value: 0
Total Value: 1363090

Oconee County makes every effort to produce the most accurate information possible. No warranties, expressed or implied, are provided for the data
herein, its use or interpretation. The maps on this site are not surveys. The assessment information is from the last certified taxroll. All data is subject to
change before the next certified tax roll.
Date printed:  06/20/19 : 13:22:06
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McKinney Creek Oconee Bell Preserve



McKinney Creek feeds into Lake Keowee, a drinking water supply for Greenville Water System.

Oconee Bells line a tributary of McKinney Creek.



McKinney Creek Oconee Bell Preserve as it looks out to Lake Jocassee.

Oconee Bells found on the property. 



A paw print of a black bear found along the creek on the property.

McKinney Creek and shoals on the western end of the property.
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July 25, 2019 
 
 
Mr. Mac Stone 
Naturaland Trust 
148 River Street, #110 
Greenville, South Carolina  29601 
 
 
Subject:  Vacant Land (+193 acres) 

Cliff’s Timber – Lake Jocassee Road 
  Oconee County, South Carolina 
 
Dear Mr. Stone: 
 
In accordance with your request, I have personally inspected the above referenced tract 
and have prepared an appraisal report with applicable exhibits and addenda, which 
explain and demonstrate the process used in completing this assignment.   
 
This is an appraisal report that is intended to comply with the reporting requirements set 
forth under Standards Rule 2-2 of the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal 
Practice for an Appraisal Report.  As such, it presents detailed discussions of the data, 
reasoning, and analyses that were used in the appraisal process to develop the 
appraiser’s opinion of value. Supporting documentation concerning the data, reasoning, 
and analyses is retained in the appraiser’s file.  The depth of discussion contained in this 
report is specific to the needs of the client and for the intended use stated below.  The 
appraiser is not responsible for unauthorized use of this report.   
 
The subject tract contains a total of approximately 193.0 acres and is located on the 
eastern side of Lake Jocassee Road, and the western side of Jocassee Point Road, just 
south of Lake Jocassee.  The tract is located north of the Town of Salem, within northern 
Oconee County, South Carolina.  The subject tract is referenced as a portion of Oconee 
County Tax Parcel 039.00-01-014.   
 
The purpose of this appraisal is to estimate the as is market value of the fee simple estate 
of the subject property.  The date of value is the date of inspection, or July 10, 2019.  As 
is market value, market value, and fee simple estate, are further defined and qualified in 
the following appraisal report. 
  



 

 

Mr. Stone  
July 25, 2019 
Page Two 
 
 
After analyzing the subject property and its market, and the various factors entering into 
the appraisal analysis, including the Assumptions and Limiting Conditions contained in 
the report, it is my opinion that the as is market value of the subject property, as of July 
10, 2019 is: 

 
Five Hundred Eighty Thousand Dollars 

($580,000) 
 
In this assignment, the existence of hazardous waste material, which may or may not be 
present on or in the property, was not observed by the appraiser.  I have no knowledge 
of the existence of such materials on or near the property; however, I am not qualified to 
detect such substances.  The presence of such material may have an effect on the value 
or use of the property.  It is assumed that there are no hazardous materials spills, 
etcetera’s resulting from underground storage tanks or other causes associated with the 
subject property.  Full compliance with all environmental laws is assumed.   
 
The client is urged to retain an expert in this field, if desired.  I wish to clearly emphasize 
that the detection of any such hazardous materials are beyond the scope of this valuation 
analysis.  Furthermore, it is assumed that the presence of any hazardous materials, gases 
or toxic substances that would cause a loss in value is assumed not to exist on the 
property.  The appraiser does not report to be a qualified engineer trained to detect such 
substances and no responsibility is assumed by the appraiser relating to the presence of, 
or impact from, any detected substances.   
 
The value estimate assumes no impact on value because of "Section 404 - Wetlands" as 
defined by the US Army Corp. of Engineers.  The appraiser is not an expert in this field 
and urges the client to seek advice of an expert to determine any potential impact of 
wetlands on the above referenced property. 
 
The appraisal analysis, opinions and conclusions were developed and this appraisal 
report has been prepared in conformance with (and the use of this report is subject to) all 
regulations issued under Title XI of the Financial Institutions Reform, Recovery and 
Enforcement Act of 1989 (FIRREA) and the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal 
Practice (USPAP) 2018-2019 Edition as promulgated by the Appraisal Standards Board 
of the Appraisal Foundation. 
 
I certify that I have the experience and knowledge to competently complete an appraisal 
of this type, and have made other appraisals of similar properties in the past.  I further 
certify that the subject property was inspected by Allen D. McCravy, MAI. 
 
 
  



 

 

Mr. Stone  
July 25, 2019 
Page Three 
 
 
This appraisal assignment was not conditional upon the production of a specified value, 
or a value within a given range.  Future employment prospects are not dependent upon 
a specified value.  Employment and the payment of the fee is not based on whether a 
loan application is approved or disapproved. 
 
I appreciate the opportunity to be of service.  If you have any questions, or require any 
additional information, please feel free to contact me anytime. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Stone & Associates 
 
 
 
 
 
Allen D. McCravy, MAI 
State Certified General Real Estate Appraiser 
SC Certificate No.  CG3617 
 
 
 



AFFIDAVIT	

	

STATE	OF	SOUTH	CAROLINA	

COUNTY	OF	GREENVILLE	

	

TO	WHOM	IT	MAY	CONCERN:	

I,	Mac	Stone,	Executive	Director	of	Naturaland	Trust	being	duly	shown,	do	state	as	
follows:	

The	landowners	directly	adjacent	to	the	“McKinney	Creek	Oconee	Bell	Preserve”	in	
Oconee	County	and	parcels	#039-00-01-014	have	been	notified	of	Naturaland	
Trust's	South	Carolina	Conservation	Bank	grant	request	in	accordance	with	Code	
Sec.	48-59-70.		

	

	

	 	 	 	 	 	 _______________________________	

	 	 	 	 	 	 Mac	Stone,	Executive	Director	

	

	



 



































































































































































































































































































 Laura Havran District 1

 Andrew Smith District 2

 Deryl "Ryan" Keese District 3

 Marvin Prater District 4

 Frank Ables District 5

 Emily Hitchcock At Large

 Frances Rundlett At Large

Oconee County Conservation Bank




 SC Grass Roots - Land Legacy Initiative in 2000

 Urban lands are increasing

 Preserve greenways, open space, and parks 

 Promote balanced growth for quality of life 

 Wildlife habitats, sites of historical & unique ecological 
significance, forestlands, farmlands, & watersheds

 2002 - SC General Assembly passed South Carolina 
Conservation Bank Act with implementation in 2004-
2005

OCCB History




OCONEE COUNTY

 Concerned Citizens organized after the successful fight 
to save Stumphouse Tunnel

 2011 - Oconee County Council established Oconee 
County Conservation Bank – OCCB
 Modeled after South Carolina Conservation Bank

 Protect lands with significant natural, cultural or 
historic resources by providing a financial incentive to 
eligible landowners via conservation easements or fee 
simple title

OCCB History




 First years spent establishing process and forms, 

including Statement of Interest, Application, Criteria 
Ranking, and looking for funding

OCCB





 2016 - Duke Energy invested $1.4 million in SC to 
protect wildlife habitats & promote land conservation as 
required by the original FERC license

 $618,000 to OCCB for preservation of natural resources:

 Regional land conservation 

 Wildlife habitat 

 Clean air and clean water

 Ecologically and culturally significant resources 

OCCB History





Oconee County Conservation Bank

OCCB Grant Awards

 10% of Conservation 
Value of property

 Ordinance 2-403 
criteria:





Oconee County Conservation Bank

 Environmental Sensitivity

 Proximity to Protected 
Land

 Historic/Cultural Features

 Prime/Important Statewide 
Soils

 Actively Farmed

 Public Access

 Public Visibility and 
Scenic Views

 Location

 Potential for  
Development

 Size




ELIGIBLE RECIPIENTS

 Oconee Soil and Water Conservation District
 17 easements protecting 2,3224.92 acres

 Easements pending 254.43 acres

 Upstate Forever
 21 conservations easements on 4,430 acres

 The Naturaland Trust
 Oconee Town 53.68 acres fee simple

Oconee County Conservation Bank





Date Amount Acres Landowner Notes

2017, Dec. 18 $  7,500 94.1 Powell Westminster

2019, March 28 $  9,567.33 53.68 Naturaland
Trust

UF easement; 
Oconee Town

Pending $ 12,500 26.26 Morris Tamassee

Pending $  8,100 36.8 Moore Westminster

Pending $ 58,000 193 Cliff Timber 
LLC

South of 
Devils Fork 
State Park

Oconee County Conservation Bank

OCCB Awards





 Significant archeological, historical SC assets

 Connect to Sumter National Forest via Oconee 
Station

 Habitat for black bear, fox, bobcat, turkey, grouse

 Scenic View of Tamassee Knob

 Public Access and Trails

Oconee County Conservation Bank

Oconee Town – Todd Farms Family LP

Naturaland Trust & Upstate Forever





Oconee County Conservation Bank

Oconee Town Village Site

2009 Archeological Dig: Bowl 





Oconee County Conservation Bank

McKinney Creek Oconee Bell Preserve – Cliff Timber LLC

The Naturaland Trust





Oconee County Conservation Bank

McKinney Creek Oconee Bell Preserve

 193 acres w/mature forest 

 Proximity to Devils Fork SP 

 Tributary of Lake Keowee 

 Public drinking water

 Oconee Bells 

 Unlimited public access

 Waterfalls, shoals & ravines

 Tracks of bobcat and bear 





Oconee County Conservation Bank

 FUNDING:

 No Taxpayer Dollars

 Duke Energy

 Private Donors

 Interest Bearing 
Account





Oconee County Conservation Bank

 Future Funding:
 Establish a Track Record

 Presentations to Private Groups and 
Individuals

 Duke Energy

 IDEAS?
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