




























































Tourism Update
Oconee County Council



Tourism Update
Oconee County Council

• CVB Accomplishments (Oct 2011‐Present)
– Became an independent entity as a 501 (c)6
– Established a hands on active Board of Directors

• Ken Sloan, Chairman
• Phil Shirley, Vice Chairman
• Jim Gadd, Secretary
• Glenn Buddin, Treasurer
• Lorraine Harding, Marketing Chair
• Denise McCormick, Public Relations Chair
• Brian Greer
• Ed Land
• Scott Toussaint



Tourism Update
Oconee County Council

• Established new CVB office/Visitors Center at the Earle 
House

• Clemson Research Project
• Hired full time group tour/small business sales 

manager Whitney Ellis
• Completed Southeast Tourism Society (STS) Marketing 

College
• Serves on STS Board and South Carolina Travel & 

Tourism Coalition Board of Directors
• Continue developing and implementing marketing 

strategies
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Tourism is Sustainable 



Tourism Works for Oconee County!

Tourist Spending

Jobs Created

Worker Paychecks

State Taxes

Local Taxes

$47.72 Million 2010

420

$7.6 Million

$3.02 Million

$2.7 Million

Source: Study prepared for the SC Dept. of Parks, Recreation & Tourism by the U.S. Travel Association, 
Washington DC, The 2010 Economic Impact of Travel on South Carolina Counties



Tourism Works for Oconee County!

Tourist Spending

Jobs Created

Worker Paychecks

State Taxes

Local Taxes

$51.15 Million 2011

420

$7.82 Million

$3.09 Million

$2.74 Million

Source: Study prepared for the SC Dept. of Parks, Recreation & Tourism by the U.S. Travel Association, 
Washington DC, The 2010 Economic Impact of Travel on South Carolina Counties



South Carolina
US Travel Association Research Data

SC 
County

Tourism
Expenditures
(millions)

Payroll Jobs State Taxes
Generated 
from 
Tourist
(millions)

Local Taxes 
Generated 
from 
Tourist
(millions)

Horry 3 Billion 612 Million 36,500 191 126

Greenville 875 230 Million 9080 36 14

Pickens 82.5 14.4 Million 830 5.2 2.8

Oconee(20) 47.72 7.6 Million 420 3.02 2.7

Greenwood 42.91 7.3 Million 430 2.7 1.05

Newberry 26.09 4.12 Million 220 1.65 1.5

Union 11.34 1.72 Million 100 .74 .19

Source: Study prepared for the SC Dept. of Parks, Recreation & Tourism by the U.S. Travel Association, 
Washington DC, The 2010 Economic Impact of Travel on South Carolina Counties



South Carolina
US Travel Association Research Data

SC 
County

Tourism
Expenditures
(millions)

Payroll Jobs State Taxes
Generated 
from 
Tourist
(millions)

Local Taxes 
Generated 
from 
Tourist
(millions)

2006 43.55 7.4 Million 430 5.3

2007 46.09 7.7 Million 450 5.6

2008 48.2 7.8 Million 440 5.75

2009 43.47 7.42 Million 420 2.84 2.52

2010 47.72 7.6 Million 420 3.02 2.7

2011 51.15 7.82 Million 420 3.09 2.74

Source: Study prepared for the SC Dept. of Parks, Recreation & Tourism by the U.S. Travel Association, 
Washington DC, The 2010 Economic Impact of Travel on South Carolina Counties



Economic Impact of Tourism in 
Oconee County

($Millions)
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Tourism Tax Relief

Each of the 38,763 households in Oconee 
County pays $150 less in State and local taxes 

as a result of taxes generated by tourism 
economic activity!



State ATAX Revenue
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Local ATAX Revenue
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ATAX Inventory

Hotels
37%

Camping
38%

Vacation 
Rentals

25%

Lodging 2009‐10



ATAX Inventory

Hotels
41%

Camping
36%

Vacation
Rentals
23%

Lodging 2011‐12
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Questions?

MOUNTAIN LAKES
Convention & Visitors Bureau
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
OCONEE COUNTY 

 ORDINANCE 2012-30 
 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING OCONEE COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA 
(THE “COUNTY”) TO PURCHASE OR OTHERWISE ACQUIRE CERTAIN 
REAL PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE COUNTY (THE “PROPERTY”); 
AUTHORIZING THE SALE OR CONVEYANCE OF A PORTION OF SUCH 
PROPERTY; AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2012-01 OF THE COUNTY TO 
THE EXTENT NECESSARY TO PROVIDE FOR APPROPRIATION OF 
FUNDS FOR THE PURCHASE OF THE PROPERTY; AUTHORIZING THE 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TO APPROVE AND ENTER INTO ALL 
NECESSARY AND APPROPRIATE AGREEMENTS TO ACCOMPLISH THE 
FOREGOING AND TO DETERMINE CERTAIN MATTERS RELATED TO 
THE FOREGOING; RATIFYING THE ACTIONS OF THE COUNTY 
ADMINISTRATOR AND OTHER COUNTY OFFICIALS AND STAFF 
UNDERDTAKEN WITH RESPECT TO THE FOREGOING; AND OTHER 
MATTERS RELATING TO THE FOREGOING. 

 
 

BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF OCONEE COUNTY,SOUTH 
CAROINA AS FOLLOWS:  

 
Section 1.   Findings and Determinations.  The Council hereby finds and determines: 
 
 (a)   The County is a body politic and corporate and a political subdivision of the State 
of South Carolina, and as such possesses all powers granted to counties by the Constitution and 
laws of this State. 
 
 (b) Section 4-9-30 of the South Carolina Code provides, in part, that counties may 
acquire real property by purchase or gift, and lease, sell or otherwise dispose of real and personal 
property. 
 
 (c) The County desires to purchase certain real property and improvements thereon 
generally located at 375 Butts Farm Road, Westminster, South Carolina 29693 (“Parcel 1”) for a 
purchase price of Two Hundred Twelve Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($212,000,000), pursuant 
to that certain Agreement to Buy and Sell Real Estate entered into by the County with Maurice 
Thompson attached hereto as Exhibit A (“Parcel 1 Purchase Agreement”).  
 

(d) The County desires to purchase certain real property generally located at 670 
Rock Crusher Road, Walhalla, South Carolina 29691 (“Parcel 2” and, collectively with Parcel 1, 
the “Property”) for a purchase price of a One Hundred Thirty Thousand and 00/100 Dollars 
($130,000.00) cash payment, along with the conveyance of title to Parcel 1, pursuant to a 
Contract of Sale entered into by the County with Jesse James Harvey attached hereto as Exhibit 
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B (“Parcel 2 Purchase Agreement and, collectively with the Parcel 1 Purchase Agreement, the 
“Purchase Agreements”).  
 
 (e) The Council finds that the County’s purchase of the Property, and delivery of the 
respective Purchase Agreements, and subsequent transfer of title to Parcel 1 pursuant to the 
Parcel 2 Purchase Agreement, and all related documents and instruments, will serve a proper 
public and corporate purpose of the County, and are necessary and in the best interest of the 
County. 
 

(f)  The County finds that an amendment to Ordinance No. 2012-01, is necessary to 
provide for the appropriation of funds for the purchase of the Property.  
 
 Section 2. Approval of Purchase of the Property.   The execution and delivery of the 
Purchase Agreements by the County Administrator is hereby authorized and ratified.   Any 
subsequent amendment to the Purchase Agreements, except for amendments altering the 
purchase price set forth therein, in such forms as shall be approved by the County Administrator, 
are hereby approved and shall be executed in the same manner. 
 
 Section 3.  Approval of Conveyance of Parcel 1.   The County Administrator is 
hereby authorized, empowered and directed to execute, acknowledge and deliver a limited 
warranty deed (“Deed”) granting, bargaining, and conveying title to Parcel 1, following purchase 
of the same, in the name and on behalf of the County to Jesse James Harvey or his assigns.    
 
 Section 4.  Approval of Budget Ordinance Amendment.   Ordinance No. 2012-01 
shall be and hereby is amended to the extent necessary to provide for appropriation of funds 
necessary to accomplish the transactions described herein.   
   
 Section 5.   Execution of Documents.  The County Administrator is fully empowered 
and authorized to take such further actions and to execute and deliver such additional 
agreements, certifications or documents as may be deemed necessary or desirable in order to 
effectuate the execution and delivery of the Purchase Agreements, the Deed, and the transactions 
contemplated hereby and thereby, and the action of such officer in executing and delivering any 
of such documents, in such form as the County Administrator shall approve, is hereby fully 
authorized.  All actions heretofore undertaken by the County Administrator, the County Attorney 
and other County personnel in order to facilitate the purchase of the Property are hereby ratified 
and approved.  The County Administrator is further authorized and empowered to execute any 
subsequent amendments or revisions to any of the agreements, certifications or documents 
authorized under this Ordinance.     
 Section 6.   Severability.  If any section, phrase, sentence, or portion of this Ordinance 
is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such 
portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and independent provision, and such holding shall 
not affect the validity of the remaining portions thereof. 
 
 Section 7.   Repeal of Inconsistent Ordinances and Resolutions.  All ordinances and 
resolutions of the County, and any part of any ordinance or resolution, inconsistent with this 
Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 
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 Section 8.   Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be effective upon its enactment by 
the County Council of Oconee County, South Carolina. 
 
 

Done and enacted by the County Council of Oconee County, South Carolina, this 2nd day 
of October, 2012. 
 
 

OCONEE COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA 
 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
      Chairman, County Council 
(SEAL)     Oconee County, South Carolina 
 
 
ATTEST:      
        
____________________________    
Clerk to County Council,  
Oconee County, South Carolina    
 
 
 
Date of First Reading:  August 14, 2012 
Date of Second Reading: September 14, 2012    
Date of Third Reading: October 2, 2012  
Date of Public Hearing: October 2, 2012 
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Exhibit A 

 
Parcel 1 Purchase Agreement 

 
[see attached] 

  


































































































