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LAW ENFORCEMENT, PUBLIC SAFETY, HEALTH & 
WELFARE COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
January 24, 2017 

 
 

 
Documented Vessel Discussion 
  Officer Ray Lewis of the SCDNR spoke to the Committee regarding 
documented and undocumented vessels in the navigable waters of SC. Lewis noted 
that Oconee does not have a large number of documented vessels, as they are generally 
very large vessels and that Lakes Keowee and Jocassee aren’t conducive for this type of 
vessel.  
 Officer Lewis also discussed registered and un-registered vessels in Oconee 
County, and noted that SC was in the top 10 for registered vessels in the US per capita.  
 The committee discussed various issues with un-registered vessels, specifically: 
registrations were out of date, incomplete documentation for vessel sales, especially 
those that were third-party sales, and the lack of tax payments for the un-registered 
vessels. Additionally, these vessels may not have had proper inspections, therefore 
could potentially be unsafe; and that the operators of the un-registered vessels may 
not have had the boater safety training courses as the only way to ensure the 
operators receive this required training is through the vessel registration process. 

It was the consensus of the committee to conduct a Public Relations 
Campaign to remind vessel owners that their vessels must be registered and the 
proper taxes paid, and to promote boating safety as the summer months, and 
increased boating activities, are forthcoming. 

  
Interagency Radio Issues Discussion 

Sheriff Crenshaw, & Chief King addressed the committee regarding 
ongoing issues related to interagency radio challenges and their request to along with 
Council develop a long term strategy to address the challenges. Sheriff Crenshaw 
stated that the Communications Department has received one bid and needs to get two 
additional bids and that the scope of work is moving forward with what items were 
included in the approved budget. 

No action was taken by the Committee on this matter. 
 

Emergency Services 2016 Accomplishments / 2017 Goals 
 Chief King addressed the Committee and highlighted several noteworthy 
accomplishments for 2016, including, but not limited to: 

• 396 Volunteers are in the system as well as 30 staff members 
• Volunteers and staff responded to 5,980 calls in 2016 
• A total of 52,527 hours of training for the entire division in 2016 
• Partnership with GHS for EMT response 
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• Continued training for EMTs and DHEC Certification for EMTs 
• Successful review from FEMA for the Bi-Annual Nuclear Facility Exercise 
• Hazardous Mitigation Plan Update 
• Tabletop training for Upcoming Active Shooter training  

The committee stressed appreciation to the entire staff and each 
volunteer for the services provided to Oconee County. 

 
Fall Creek Park Update 

Sheriff Crenshaw stated that the increased coverage during last summer 
helped alleviate crowding and parking concerns at this park, and that he had every 
intention to continue this increased coverage through the summer months in 2017. He 
also noted that Duke Energy was pleased with the increased security, and that he 
hoped Duke would commit to funding to assist in overtime as was agreed upon last 
year. Additionally, he stated that the Sheriff’s office has two (2) new boats, and that 
there would be an increased law enforcement presence on the County’s lakes and 
rivers this summer. He also mentioned that the department’s helicopter would be 
utilized in instances when needed. Lastly, he applauded the efforts of the County 
stating that no incidences were reported at Fall Creek Landing during the summer 
months of 2016, and that he hoped 2017 would be just as successful. 
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TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING 

January 24, 2017 
 

 
 
 
 
Rudimentary Road Program / Snow Creek Forrest Road 

The committee discussed the condition of Snow Creek Forrest 
Road. The Committee members noted the length of time it was taking for the 
County to take action on this matter, and the Chairman noted that the survey 
for the required rights-of-way was taking longer than anticipated. 
 No action was taken by the committee on this matter. 
 
Department Activity Update 

Mr. Kyle Reid provided the Committee with a Power Point 
Presentation regarding the Road Department’s Budget, the departmental 
procedures outlining specific tasks the department conducts as well as an 
update on special projects.   
 No action was taken by the committee on this matter. 
 

Other Business Discussed 
  Mr. Hart inquired about the C-Funds allotted to the County, and 
other matters related to the annual paving contract, the possibility of making 
a one-way drive at the Oconee County Administrative Office, near the 
Treasurer’s Office and the funding for the relocation of water lines within the 
municipalities. 
 No action was taken by the committee on these matters. 
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