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STAFF REPORT OF FINDINGS

TO: Transportation Committee
FROM: Mack Kelly, County Engineer
DATE: October 13, 2015

THUNDER VALLEY ROAD ABANDONMENT AND CLOSURE
FACTS

The process for road closure and abandonment is to follow the requirements listed in the ordinance
referenced below. Summary of investigations:

The County Needs to Determine: Determination: ment
T' Whether Thunder Valley Road is or Thunder Valley Road is a County Road 182

has been a County Road

2 | If the section of Thunder Valley Road | Yes, the section of Thunder Valley Road is a 1
is still a County Road County Road

3 | If the section of Thunder Valley Road | The section of Thunder Valley Roadisinuse |4
to be abandoned is in use by the by one resident. The resident requests that
general public or if the road has been | the County abandon Thunder Valley Road so
practically abandoned that they may maintain the road privately.

4 | if documentation is available relating | Documentation Is available 1&2
to the status of the access easement

5 | If other information is available to Comments were solicited from the posting of | 3
assist County Council in evaluating the | a sign indicating that Thunder Valley Road
best interest for the Oconee County was proposed for abandonment and closure
public.

Pertinent Qrdinance or Repulation

Oconee County Code of Ordinances Section 26-9 (Attachment 5)
Recommendations

Thunder Valley Road is used by the general public. Property owners Tim and Amy Fendley abut the
approximately 425 ft. section of Thunder Valley Road on which they are seeking abandonment. The
Fendleys own the property on both sides of the road where abandonment and closure would take place.
The Fendleys have requested that the County consent to abandonment and closure of the road. In the
course of our investigation, we have determined that the 425 ft. section of Thunder Valley Road is not in
use by the general public. My recommendation is to honor the request of the Fendley’s to remove
Thunder Valley Road from County Maintenance and that the Transportation Committee support this
recommendation. | also recommend that abandonment and closure of this portion of Thunder Valley
Road be contingent upon a cul de sac being added at the gate where County maintenance will end. If




this recommendation is supported by the Transportation Committee, the Transportation Committee
should make a recommendation to County Council as to whether the request for abandonment and
closure should be honored. If this recommendation is not supported by the Transportation Committee,
no further action is needed.
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Mednnuunk S

July 24,2015

Tim and Amy Fendley
270 Thunder Valley Road
Seneca, SC 29678

Wayne McCall, Chairman
Oconee County Council
415 South Pine Street
Walhaila, SC 29691

Dear Mr. McCall,

We are requesting that a portion of Thunder Valley Road (CE 33) be abandoned by Oconee County.
We live at the end of Thunder Valley Road end the road dead ends in our front yard. We own the
tand on both sides of the road for the last 425 feet. We are asking Oconee County to abandom
Thunder Valley Road at the point where the road enters our propesty.

There are several reasons that we are asking that this portion of Thunder Valley Road be abandoned.
Since we moved to this location in 1996, we have been robbed twice. In the first robbery, we lost
approximately $800 worth of tools and lawn equipment. We lost a $4,100.00 dump trailer in the
last robbery (Figure 1). In December 2014, a fugitive (domestic violence) from the Oconee County
Shemiff 's Department drove through our yard and parked in our pasture approximately 200 yards
behind our house. This individual was ultimately apprekended in our yard by officers of the
Oconee County Sheriff's Department. Some people who drive to the end of Thunder Valley Road
use our circular drive, endangering our pet, while others tum arcund across our lawn. From time to
time other types of damage occur to our property (Figure 2). Litter is a continuing problem. The
worst instance of littering cccurred 4-5 months ago when a shower stall was dumped on the side of
the road (Figare 3). Because the shower stall was apparently on the road right-of-way, we called
Roads and Bridges. They advised us that they were not responsible and said we should call Solid
Waste. Solid Waste stated they wese not responsible and suggested the Sheriff ‘s Department; the
Sheriff ‘s Department said they were not responsible. Thus, we had to haul the shower stail to the

Therefore we are asking that Cconee County abandon the last 425 feet of Thunder Valley Road so
we can gain a degree of security from robbery, vandalism, and littering. .

Sincerely,

db;» ? 7-%J
Ly Srdly
864-972.0274

timdeerplace@gmail.com
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Case Report
Summary

Print DatofTime:  0312/2015 11:38 OCONEE COUNTY SHERIFF OFFICE
Legin ID: frolland . E
CagoNumbar:  2011-00032481 ORI Humbor
Caso

Casaflumber:  2011-00032481 Incidont Typa:  LARCENY

Loeation: 270 THUNDER VALLEY RD Ceoumrad From: 107212011 18:00

SENECA, 8C 28378 Cecumed Thru:  10722/2011 07:00
Roporting Officer D:  OP1105 - PACE Dis|

SUSPECT(S) 1 LRAINOWN, 1132461 81 UNKNOWN  UNKND
(] WN )
VICTIM (V) 1 m.AMYL 270 THUNDER VALLEY RD (664) 9720274 WHITE(W) EB‘:)AL GeHensd

DatefTima Typo Age
Description Tay Na. item No.
~BUAL AYLE GUEP TRAILER —
No. Rolo Vehiclo Type Yoar Mako Model Color Licanse Piate Stats

NARRATIVE
ROSPOKEWVICTTMBYPHONEANDSHESTATEDTOROTHATW“-IEUSTEDMTESANDTMES
THAT SOMEONE CAME TO HER RESIDENCE AND STOLE HER DUAL AXLE DUMP TRAILER. VICTTM STATED
THAT THE TRAILER WAS A HAWKE TOWRITE DUMP TRAILER VALUED AT $4120.00 WHEN THEY BOUGHT IT.
SHE STATED THAT THE TRAILER IS BLACK IN COLCR AND THAT THE BACK TAILGATE HAS SCME DAMAGE TO
IT. VICTIN STATED THAT IT HAD SOME MULCH IN 1T AND THAT THEY HAD A SILVER BLUE TARP TIED OVER
THE TOP OF THE TRAILER. VICTIM STATED THAT THE TRAILER VIN NUMBER IS 4BATS10177M026885. NO
FURTHER INFORMATION AT THIS TIME, REPORT ON FILE OCS0. RO ENTERED A BOLO AND NCIC.

Routing: T,

Pzoac 1011 “mmmmmsw



ATTACHMENT 5

Sec. 26-9. Road closure and abandonment..” '

(a)

(b)

(c)

Prior to any request for abandonment and closure of an Oconee County public road
being brought before county council, county staff, including, without limitation, the
Oconee County Roads and Bridges Department, will conduct a thorough
investigation, adequate to determine: whether the road in question is, or ever has
been, a county road; whether the road still is a county road; whether the road is still
in general public use or has been practically abandoned; whether the county has any
documentation relating to the status of the road, such as a dedication of right-of-way
or easement, or a deed, or whether such road was subject to a prescriptive
easement or easement by usage; whether there is any other information which would
assist county council in determining whether the best interests of the Oconee County
public will be served by consenting to the abandonment and closure of the road in
question or by not so consenting. As a part of the investigatory process addressed
herein, the Oconee County Roads and Bridges Department will post, adjacent to the
road in question, a sign, marked so as to be as conspicuous as possible, prominently
providing notice that the road, or portion thereof abutting the sign, is proposed for
abandonment and closure, soliciting citizen comments concerning such proposed
abandenment and closure, and providing notice of address and telephone number at
the Oconee County Public Works Depariment to which concemed citizens may
forward comments conceming such proposed abandonment and closure.

Following the investigation referred to in paragraph 1, supra, county staff will make a
recommendation to the Transportation Committee of Oconee County Council, which,
in tum, will make a recommendation to Oconee County Council as to whether the
request for abandonment and closure should be honored or not, and provide the
results of the staff investigation to county council for its use and final determination
whether the county will consent to such abandonment and closure. Included with the
recommendation will be any public comments received and the recommendation(s)
of county staff and the transportation committee.

County council sha!l then, in public meeting, make a determination as to whether the
request for abandonment and closure should be consented fo by the County, acting
by and through county council, and shall signify its decision by motion, if such
decision be negative, and shall signify its decision by resolution of county council, if
such decision be positive.



(d)

If county council consents to the abandenment and closure of a county public road,
as addressed herein, the resolution of county council consenting to such
abandonment and closure shall state, with particularity, the road, or section thereof,
to be closed,; the basis for county council's decisicn to consent to the abandonment
and closure of the road; and the absolute requirement that, prior to the road, or
portion thereof, in question being closed, the primary private party(ies) in interest
(unless the county, itseff, is the party requesting the road closure, in which case the
county will be the primary party in interest to comply with this section) shall fully
comply with all applicable law, including, without limitation, $.C. Code 1976, § 57-9-
10, as amended, and shall provide all required notice and service of process. Only
upon the meeting of such conditions and the fulfillment of such procedures will the
county council consent to such abandonment and closure be considered final, and
that shall be stated in such resolution.

(Ord. No. 2010-28, §§ 1—5. 10-19-2010)



Oconee County

Date

7/1/15-
9/30/15
7/1/15-
9/30/15

Date
7/23/2015

8/3/2015

8/20/2015

Date
7/28/2015

8/25/2015

Date
9/30/15-
10/1/2015

Roads and Bridges
Job Description

Brown Farm Rd-construction

Inspecting Lonely Rd, Land Bridge
and surveying for Brown Farm
Total

PRT

Job Description
High Falls - taking down a tree

Boat Landings-removing old iron

rangers & augering holes
Ramsey Falls on Hwy 76-moving

sign
Total

Emergency Management

Job Description
Doug Hollow Rd-mow (dynamite

shed)
Beached Boat Clean-up (Fair Play

Swim Area}
Total

Facilities Maintenance

Job Description
Pine St-Fixing waterleak
Total

Number
of Staff

1

Number
of Staff

6

Number
of Staff

1

5

Number
of Staff

2

Staff
Hours

1990

230
2220

Staff
Hours

12

14

31

Staff
Hours

14
18

Staff
Hours

15
15

Special Projects
July 1, 2015 - September 30, 2015

Equipment
Hours

1393

56
1449

Equipment
Hours

2

6

2
10

Equipment
Hours

4

10
14

Equipment
Hours

7.5
15

Date

7/13/2015

7/15/2015

7/16/2015

7/28/15-
7/29/15

§/11/2015

8/13/2015

8/19/2015

9/2/2015

9/16/2015

9/25/2015

Date
8/25/2015

Date
7/9/2015

Roads and Bridges Department

Solid Waste
Job Description

Landfill-watered roads
Landfill-scraped roads

Moved trackhoe to SW office site
Salem MCC-Water Leak Repair
Moved loader

Load 3 sticks of 18" pipe

Merf-cutting asphalt

Landfill-blading roads

Moved bushhog to Five Forks
landfill
Moved bushhog from Five Forks

to Motor Peol
Total

Airport

Job Description
Taking Airport Fuel Truck back to
Airport

Total
OITP
Job Description
Mowing right-of-way
Total

Number
of Staff

Number
of Staff

1
1

Number
of Staff

i

Staff
Hours

36

Staff
Hours

Staff
Hours

2
2

Equipment
Hours

1

5

11

a5

Equipment
Hours

1
1

Equipment
Hours

2
2



Oconee County Special Projects Roads and Bridges Department
July 1, 2015 - September 30, 2015

LEC
Number Staif Equipment
Date Job Description of Staff  Hours Hours
7/1/15- . -
28/15 Parking lot at new jail 21 598 286

7/1/15-  Parking lot repair on existing section

8/26/15 of old jail 6 120 40

Total 718 326

Pending Special Projects

* Brown Farm Rd Construction
e OITP Sign Viewing Area Total Staff Hours 3,041
* Mountain Rest Sand Storage Percent of Hours worked on Special Projects 23%
¢ Mauldin Mill Creek Crossing Replacement

* Whetstone Fire Substation Grading, Drainage and Septic
+ Shiloh Fire Substation Drainage and Septic

¢ Lake Cherokee Fire Substation Drainage and Septic

* Fine Grading at South Cove Office

* 9/11 Memorial Grading

e Stribling Shoals Hydraulic Study

« South Cove Park Office Grading and Retaining Walls




