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LIMITED IN-PERSON ATTENDANCE PERMITTED  
Due to the Novel Coronavirus pandemic and the ongoing state of emergency, in-person attendance at this Commission 
meeting by members of the general public will be limited. Attendance will be limited to twenty percent of the stated maximum 
occupancy, which equates to thirty-four (34) persons (including Council members, other elected officials, and staff). 
Attendees will be required to sit in designated seats, appropriately spaced. In-person attendance will be allowed on a “first-
come” basis.  
Additionally, to ensure the meeting otherwise remains open to the public, we will continue to broadcast it live on the 
County’s YouTube channel, which can be found via the County’s website at Oconeesc.com. Further, the public may call in 
and listen by dialing 888-475-4499 OR 877-853-5257 and entering meeting ID # 828 4377 0168. And, individuals parked 
in close proximity to Council Chambers may listen to the meeting on FM 92.3.  
PARTISAN POLITICAL ACTIVITY PROHIBITED  
During this election season, please remain aware that engaging in partisan political activity during a County Commission 
meeting is prohibited. Oconee Code of Ordinances Section 2-61. “Partisan political activities” are those activities that are 
directed at the success or failure of a political party, candidate for political office, or political group. 

Minutes 
5:00 pm- Monday, November 23, 2020 

Council Chambers - Oconee County Administrative Complex 
 
Members Present 
Frankie Pearson 
Mike Smith 
Gwen McPhail 
Alex Vassey 
Mike Johnson 
Stacy Lyles – Arrived 5:28pm 
Andrew Gramling 
 
Staff Present 
Adam Chapman 
Vivian Kompier  
 
Media Present 
None 
 
   Call to Order – Ms. McPhail called the meeting to order at 5:00pm. 
1. Public Comment for Non-Agenda Items (3-minutes per person) – None 
2. Presentation by Oconee Joint Regional Sewer Authority – Chris Eleazer.  

Mr. Eleazer presented the Power Point presentation that is attached. 
       3. Adjourn – The meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote at 6:07 pm. 
 
                                                                                                  

Anyone wishing to submit written comments to the Planning Commission can send their comments to the Planning Department by mail or by 
emailing them to the email address below.  Please Note: If you would like to receive a copy of the agenda via email please contact our office, 
or email us at achapman@oconeesc.com. 



November 23, 2020



Brief History Lesson

OCTOBER 28, 1971 SC Act 950 created the Oconee County Sewer 
Commission

1978 Contracts signed with Seneca, Walhalla, and Westminster

1980 Operations begin at the 5.0 MGD Coneross Creek WRF

1996 Coneross Creek WRF expanded to 7.8 MGD

2004-2007 Cornelius v. Oconee County. The S.C. Supreme Court ruled 
that:

1. Based on a 1976 referendum, Oconee County lacked the authority to build or 
operate a water system, and

2. Nothing in the referendum or circuit court order limits the county’s authority 
to contract with public or private entities to provide sewer.

DECEMBER 19, 2007 OJRSA created under SC Code of Law Title 6 
Chapter 25 as amended by Act 59 (JOINT AUTHORITY WATER AND SEWER

SYSTEMS ACT)



The Current OJRSA

• 18* employees

• Treat wastewater for 20,000 people at one Water Reclamation 
Facility

• Treatment capacity up to 7.8 million gallons per day

• Emergency storage up to 9 million gallons

• Conveyance System

• 60 miles sewer mains

• 1,000 manholes

• 15 pump stations

• 3 flow monitoring stations

• Contract sewer operation for Oconee County

• Venturing into retail sewer service in Fair Play



Sewer in the Upstate TODAY!!!

4:25 pm THIS

afternoon...



2019 Growth

• Permitted 176,344 gallons of 

additional flow (253% increase from 

2018!) 

• 76 residential projects (↑ 119%)

• 30 commercial projects (↑ 167%)

• 3 industrial projects (↑ 300%)

• Development and interest in four 

primary locations in the county…



Most frequent 
new sewer 
requests
Richland (along US 123)

Seneca (Bypass & Downtown)

Fair Play / I-85 (ALL exits)

US 123 between Clemson & Seneca
Shiloh Road to Clemson Marina

Rochester Hwy (SC 130) to Newry

SC 28 between West Union & 
Bountyland





(This station has 
been eliminated)







I&I Impact – An Example
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Actual Flow on an OJRSA Gravity Sewer

MH 587 Flow, near SSS-OJRSA connection (gpm ±10% error) MH 612 Flow, near OJRSA PS (gpm ±10% error) Rainfall (inches/15 minutes)

Rainfall during 10 hour 
period is 0.16 inches

Rainfall during 29 hour 
period is 1.56 inches



Schedule a Tour!

The Coneross Creek Water Reclamation 

Facility provides an essential service that 

powers our community’s economic 

engines and improves our quality of life!

info@ojrsa.org or 864-972-3900

mailto:info@ojrsa.org


Questions, Comments, and Closing

Chris Eleazer
Executive Director


	11.23.2020 minutes with Power Point
	Oconee County Planning Commission Meeting 2020 11 23 DESKTOP

