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                Oconee County Planning Commission 
 

 
 
             

Minutes 
Planning Commission  

August 26, 2013 
 

The Oconee County Planning Commission held a meeting on August 26, 2013 at 6:00 PM in 
Council Chambers at the Oconee County Administrative Building, 415 S. Pine St., Walhalla, SC 
29691.   
 
Members Present:  David Lyle, Chairman 
 Ryan Honea 
 Andrea Heller 
 Gwen McPhail 
 Bill Gilster 
 William Childress 
 Bradley Hancox 
      
 Staff Present: Josh Stephens, Zoning Administrator  
 Matthew Anspach, Planner I 
 Mr. Tom Martin, Esq., County Attorney   
  
Media Present: None   
   
Item 1: Call to Order 
 

  Mr. Lyle called the meeting to order. 
 
Item 2: Approval of the Minutes from June 24th Meeting 

Mr. Gilster made a motion that the minutes be approved. Mr. Honea seconded the motion 
and the motion passed unanimously. 

Item 3: Public Comment 

None 

Item 4: Presentation by Blue Ridge Arts & Craft Center 
 

Ms. Cynthia Jones presented a brief history of the organization along with a variety of 
community based programs.  Mr. Gilster asked about funding methods and Ms. Jones 
responded that grant funding had ended and membership numbers were in decline. 
 
Ms. McPhail made a motion stating the Commission’s support and thanks for the work 
that the Blue Ridge Arts & Craft Center is doing in the community.  Mr. Gilster seconded 
the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  
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Item 5: Ordinance 2013-21 Sub02 
 

Mr. Anspach presented the details of the ordinance to the Commission for consideration.  
 
Mr. Honea made a motion to recommend to County Council that the parcel under 
consideration be rezoned into the Industrial District. Ms. Heller seconded the motion. The 
motion passed unanimously.   
 

Item 6: Update from Ordinance Review Subcommittee 
 

Mr. Lyle thanked the members of the Subcommittee for their work and stated that he was 
looking forward to reviewing their efforts in the near future. 
 
Members of the Subcommittee brief the Commission on the work performed during their 
previous meeting. 
 

Item 7: Discussion of Orientation Booklet 
 

Mr. Stephens presented General Information & Orientation Booklet, as established by 
County Council in July. 

 
Item 8: Activity Update 
 

Mr. Stephens updated the Commission on recent development activity within Oconee 
County. 

 
Item 9: Old Business 
 

None. 
 
Item 10: New Business 
  

Mr. Stephens and Mr. Martin discussed Flow Control legislation under consideration by  
State Legislature.  
 

Item 11: Adjourn 
  

Mr. Gilster moved to adjourn. Ms. Heller seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
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Capital	Improvement	
Project	Listing
Planning Commission
October 14, 2013



Capital	Project	Advisory	
Committee
• Ordinance 2010‐14 established the Committee in August 2010
• Meet on a regular basis to review and score Capital Projects in 

to the CIP list
• The following projects were reviewed and scored in 2013:

• South Cove
• Construct New Office

• Library
• Seneca Branch
• Renovate Interior of Walhalla Branch
• Westminster Branch Expansion
• New 7,400 sqft South County Branch



CIP
• Actions for Consideration by the Planning Commission:

• 1. Review the Pending Project List and make any 
recommendations regarding additions/deletions to County 
Council.

• 2. Review the Scored Project List and Project Scoring Summary 
Sheet and make recommendation regarding prioritization to 
County Council. 



CIP v2013-2.xls

Department 
Name Description Request

Source 
[see key 

at 
bottom]

Status of 
Project

Facilities 
Maintenance X X

Brown Building - Up-fit into office 
space $750,000 OCE Unscheduled

On Hold - Facility in 
Use

Economic 
Development X X Revolving Shell Building [#4] $2,000,000 OCE

Economic 
Development X

Sewer Line to Coneross I-85 & 
GCCP $8,000,000 PE Unscheduled

On Hold Pending 
Administrator work 

with Sewer 
Authority

Economic 
Development X Golden Corner Commerce Park $3,500,000

Sheriff X
Training Facility to include Shoot 
House & Driving Range for Training $1,065,000

Solid Waste X Landfill Expansion $750,000
$19,065,000
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 Capital Improvement           
Project Listing

Capital Project Advisory Committee
Oconee County, South Carolina

Note:  Equipment replacement not included / within the authority of Administrator to establish replacement schedule.
OCE - Dept. Head Estimate
PE - Professional Estimate



CIP v2013-2.xls

Department Description Request Source 

Economic 
Development X

Oconee Industry & Technology 
Park [formerly known as Echo Hills] 
Infrastructure $5,000,000 OCE 03-2012

Project Presented - 
Moved Forward to 

Plan. Comm.

Economic 
Development X X Revolving Shell Building [#3] $2,000,000 PE 08-2012

Project Presented - 
Moved Forward to 

Plan. Comm.

High Falls X
Campsite Renovations [water, 
electric, rebuild] $300,000 PE 03-2012

Project Presented - 
Moved Forward to 

Plan. Comm.

Solid Waste X Expand 2nd Busiest MCC $850,000 PE 05-2012

Project Presented - 
Moved Forward to 

Plan. Comm.

Economic 
Development X X Development of Seneca Rail Site $2,300,000 OCE 9-26-12

Project Presented - 
Moved Forward to 

Plan. Comm.

South Cove X Construct New Office $200,000 OCE 3-6-13

Project Presented - 
Moved Forward to 

Plan. Comm.

Library X Seneca Branch $9,100,000 OCE

Library X
Renovate Interior of Walhalla 
Branch $600,000 OCE

Library X Westminster Branch Expansion $1,000,000 OCE

Library X
New 7,400 SF South County 
Branch $2,000,000 OCE

Rock Quarry X X Land for Rock Quarry $550,000 X X

Purchase 
Completed 
10/2/2012

Projects Presented 
- Moved Forward to 

Plan. Comm.
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Capital Project Advisory Committee
 Capital Improvement           

Project Listing

5-22-13

PROJECTS SCORED

PROJECTS REMOVED FROM LIST             
COMPLETED

Note:  Equipment replacement not included / within the authority of Administrator to establish replacement schedule.
OCE - Dept. Head Estimate
PE - Professional Estimate



South Cove Office Complex









South Cove County Park

• Duke Energy Owned

• Leased 1973 (Current lease-2038)

• Existing office space built 1973

• 46 acres

• 86 campsites

• 100,000+ visitors annually

• Over 8,000 camping nights annually

• Process 10,000+ parking envelopes

• 215+ facility rentals annually



Park Improvement Initiative

• Challenge
• Built in 1973 
• Designed originally as a 

picnic shelter/restroom
– Size/design does not meet 

ADA
– Multiple adaptations 

through the years 
– Maintenance location vs. 

Recreation area
– Safety concerns

• Proposal
• New Maintenance 

building located behind 
Supt. residence

• New Playground
• New office 

complex/restrooms
• Service vs. Destination
• Duke Approval

























































Park Improvement Initiative

• Challenge
• Built in 1973 
• Designed originally as a 

picnic shelter/restroom
– Size/design does not meet 

ADA
– Multiple adaptations 

through the years 
– Maintenance location vs. 

Recreation area
– Safety concerns

• Proposal
• New Maintenance 

building located behind 
Supt. residence

• New office 
complex/restrooms

• New Playground
• Service vs. Attraction
• Duke Approval



Oconee County Tourism

• $51 Million Dollar Annual Economic Impact
• Today’s visitor to Oconee County

• Rest and Relaxation
• Outdoor Adventure
• 60% overnight trips/40% daytrips
• 60% of overnight stays are Campgrounds
• Top 4 most popular activities for visitors

• Swimming/Hiking/Nature attraction/Camping

65% traveling with smartphone or tablet







QUESTIONS?







































 

 

Oconee County  
Capital Project 

Advisory Committee 

Oconee County 
Administrative Offices 
415 South Pine Street 
Walhalla, SC  29691 
www.oconeesc.com 

 

 
Phone: 864 718 1023 

Fax: 864 718 1024 
 

 
E-mail: 

bhulse@oconeesc.com 
 

 
 

Mr. Paul Corbeil 
Chairman 

 
Mr. Randy Abbott, Jr. 

Mr. Art Holbrooks 
Mr, Lake Julian 

Ms. Gwen McPhail 
Mr. David Mead 

Mr. Scott Moulder 
Mr. Mark Pullium 

Mr. Bob Winchester 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 

TO: Mr. David Lyle, Chairman 

  Oconee County Planning Commission  

   

FROM: Mr. Paul Corbeil, Chairman 

  Capital Project Advisory Committee 

 

DATE: March 6, 2013 

   

RE: Capital Project for Consideration for Funding Recommendation 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Dear Chairman; 

 

  The Oconee County Capital Project Advisory Committee, in 

session duly assembled, Wednesday, March 6, 2013, reviewed and scored 

the project listed below.  Mr. Phil Shirley, PRT Director, made a formal 

presentation and entertained questions at our at the same meeting. 

  I would ask that this project be added to your next review of 

capital projects for recommendation to the Council in the next fiscal year.   

 

PRT  OFFICE MOVE TO SOUTH COVE PARK 
 

  Enclosed please find all pertinent information related to this 

project to include: 

 Project Criteria Questionnaire 

 Any handouts and/or Presentations related to the project, and  

 FINAL Summary Project Scoring Sheet 

 

 

  Thank you for consideration of this project.  











































































































































































 

 

Oconee County  
Capital Project 

Advisory Committee 

Oconee County 
Administrative Offices 
415 South Pine Street 
Walhalla, SC  29691 
www.oconeesc.com 

 

 
Phone: 864 718 1023 

Fax: 864 718 1024 
 

 
E-mail: 

bhulse@oconeesc.com 
 

 
 

Mr. Paul Corbeil 
Chairman 

 
Mr. Art Holbrooks 

Mr, Lake Julian 
Ms. Sally Lowery 

Ms. Gwen McPhail 
Mr. David Mead 

Mr. Scott Moulder 
Mr. John Rau 

Mr. Bob Winchester 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 

TO: Mr. David Lyle, Chairman 

  Oconee County Planning Commission  

   

FROM: Mr. Paul Corbeil, Chairman 

  Capital Project Advisory Committee 

 

DATE: May 29, 2013 

   

RE: Capital Project for Consideration for Funding Recommendation 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Dear Chairman; 

 

  The Oconee County Capital Project Advisory Committee, in 

session duly assembled, Wednesday, May 29, 2013, reviewed and scored 

the project listed below.  Mr. Philip Cheney, Library Director, made a 

formal presentation and entertained questions at our May 22, 2013 

meeting. 

  I would ask that this project be added to your next review of 

capital projects for recommendation to the Council in the next fiscal year.   

 

OCONEE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
 

  Enclosed please find all pertinent information related to this 

project to include: 

 Project Criteria Questionnaire 

 Any handouts and/or Presentations related to the project 

 Final Summary of Individual Reviewer’s Scoring Sheets, and  

 FINAL Summary Project Scoring Sheet 

 

 

  Thank you for consideration of this project.  






