PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE MEETING
AGENDA

February 27,2018
5:30 P.M.

Oconee County Administrative Offices
Council Chambers
415 South Pine Street, Walhalla, SC

1. Call to Order

2. Approval of Minutes:
e October 3, 2017
3. Utica Revitalization Presentation — Nelson Vassey
4.  Development of Priorities for Inclusion of Strategic Plan
5. Update on Traditional Neighborhood Development
6.  Discuss clarification of certain code sections bearing on land use and development, as contained in
Chapters 26, 32, and 38 of the Oconee County Code of Ordinances
7. Economic Development Update
8. Unfinished Business

5. New Business [to include Vote and/or Action on matters brought up for discussion, if required]

6. Adjourn

There will not be a scheduled opportunity for public to comment at this meeting.
Council members will discuss recommendations from the Administrator at this meeting.
If time permits at the end of the meeting [and at the Committee Chair’s discretion] the Committee may take questions from the public.

[This agenda is not inclusive of all issues which the Committee may bring up for discussion at this meeting.]

Assisted Listening Devices [ALD] are available to accommodate the special needs
of citizens attending meetings held in Council Chambers.
ALD requests should be made to the Clerk to Council at least 30 minutes prior to the meeting start time.

Oconee County Council & Committee meeting schedules and agendas are posted at the Oconee County Administration Building and are available
on the County Council Website www.oconeesc.com/council.html [All upcoming meetings will be held in Council Chambers unless otherwise noted]


http://www.oconeesc.com/council.html

Clarification of certain code sections bearing on land use and development, as
contained in Chapters 26, 32, and 38 of the Oconee County Code of ordinances.

1.Anyone can submit a plat for recording without providing access to the parcel. The access is
not required by State law and the State leaves it up to the Counties and Municipalities to write
their own land-use law. This may create a situation where a parcel becomes landlocked and the
owner would be forced to go through legal channels to secure access to the parcel.

2. There are two separate definitions for “lot” in two separate chapters - 32 and 38 ( below).
Having two definitions for the same word, in different places, used in the same context is
confusing. Neither definition is clear, concise or 100% effective in defining “lot”.

Chapter 38 -Lot: A parcel of land in undivided ownership occupied, or intended for
occupancy, by a main building or group of main buildings together with any accessory
buildings, including such yards, open spaces, width, and area as are required by this
chapter, either shown on a plat of record or described by metes and bounds and
recorded with the register of deeds. For the purpose of this chapter, the word "lot™ shall
be taken to mean any number of contiguous lots or portions thereof, upon which one or
more main structures for a single use are erected or are to be erected.

Chapter 32 - Lot means a single parcel or tract of contiguous land intended as a unit for
transfer of ownership, or for building development, or both.

(1) Corner lot means a lot with frontage on at least two intersecting roads located at the
point of intersection.

(2) Lot depth means the mean horizontal distance between the front and rear lot lines.

(3) Double frontage lot means a parcel having frontage on two or more roads which is
not located at an intersection of such roads.

(4) Lot width means the horizontal distance between the side lot lines at the building
setback line measured parallel with the front lot line or in the case of a curvilinear road
measured parallel to the chord of the arc between the intersection of the side lot lines
and the road right-of-way line.

3. In Chapter 32-212 there is a minimum lot size for subdivisions at 0.57 acres. At the time of
writing the Code of Ordinances, this size was thought to be SCDHEC’s standard. Currently,
SCDHEC has no minimum lot size. This minimum lot size contradicts recent legislation related to
multi-family housing.
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(c) Lot size. Minimum lot size shall be .57 acres (approximately 25,000 square feet) with
traditional onsite septic tanks served by public water unless DHEC requires greater area
or dimensions. All required setbacks shall be met regardless of lot size. No part of a
septic system shall be located within any road right-of-way.

4. This definition in chapter 32 states that Planning Commission should be the final authority for
subdivision naming. This has not been done to anyone’s knowledge. This would increase the
cost of doing business in the County if this is to be the procedure. Allowing developers to name
their own subdivision could reduce the cost of doing business in the county.

Chapter 32-213 Subdivision name. The proposed name of the subdivision shall not
duplicate, or too closely approximate phonetically, the name of any other subdivision in
the area covered by these regulations. The planning commission shall have final
approval authority for the name of the subdivision.

5. Zoning Inspections. In the Lake Overlay District, within the Natural Vegetative Buffer there is
mention of a “zoning inspection”. This is the only place in the code where “zoning inspection” is
mentioned. If “zoning inspection” is mentioned in the code it should be defined as to what a
zoning inspection is. Currently, zoning inspections look to make sure silt fences are properly
installed on lots that have a Natural Vegetative Buffer area.

6. Recreational Vehicles (RV). The current county code of ordinances contains no language
pertaining to RVs. However, the International Residential Building Code, as adopted by Oconee
County, defines RVs as temporary structures and as such, are not to be inhabited for more than
180 days per year. The majority of citizens are not able to access the International Building
Code and would not be aware of this law in the County. Placing the language about RVs from
the Building Code into Chapter 32 would provide the citizens of the county easier access to the
information.

7. Parking in the setback. There have been multiple occasions where developers assume they
can place constructed parking lots/spaces within the setbacks. The definition of structure in the
code of ordinances is “anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires location in or
on the land or attachment to something having a permanent location in or on the land.”
Creating language to be placed in the code of ordinances allowing or not allowing parking
within the setbacks would clarify things for builders in the county.

8. Definition of Structure Chapter 38-12.2 is anything constructed or erected, the use of which
requires location in or on the land or attachment to something having a permanent location in
or on the land. This language has been up for debate. Adding language to it to include, or not
include, horizontal construction, such as parking, would clarify things for builders in the county.
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9. Minor Subdivision. In Chapter 32-213 Requirements and Standards, this is the current
requirement and standard for minor subdivisions:

Minor Subdivision: (Reserved).
The definitions of a minor subdivision,

32-212 1) Results in a total of no more than ten lots; and (2) May or may not involve the
construction of a private drive, private road, or public road.

There are frequent questions that citizens/developers have pertaining to minor subdivisions.
Creating the language that speaks to any standards that may apply would clarify the issue for
builders in the county.

10. The current process for creating a major subdivision, 11 or more lots, is spread across three
separate chapters 26, 32 and 38 plus building codes. Reorganizing and clarifying the language
could make development easier in Oconee County.

11. Currently, there is no standard regarding junkyards in the Code of Ordinances. Using
standards that the State of South Carolina has would clarify the responsibilities of the junkyard
owners. Using State language about junkyards could be complementary to the County Litter
Control Ordinance.

12. Runoff and standing water issues from adjacent parcels are regular issues for citizens of this
County. Having pervious/impervious standards for commercial uses may help mitigate future
challenges for property owners in the County.

13. Currently, there is no language within chapter 32 of the code of ordinances regarding
Manufactured Homes and manufactured home parks/developments. Adding language
regarding manufactured home developments could be helpful.

14. The sign code was recently updated but it is difficult to interpret. Reformatting the code in
a chart form that makes the restrictions and requirements easy to read would be beneficial to
the public. In the sign code, signs under 50 square feet do not need permits, but do they need
electrical permits if they are lit? If so the code should reflect that. If the signs fewer than 50
square feet, that do not need permits, stand over seven feet tall are engineering plans needed?
If someone is replacing a sign face “like-for-like” is a permit needed? Do the setbacks for the
signs run with the zoning district? Signs that are not mentioned such as monument, pole, and
canopy, even if there are no regulations on them could be addressed as “Pole Sign — No
additional regulations”, for example.
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15. Driveways that link property to public roads have no option but to run through a setback
and right-of-way. Once access is established, how much of the driveway/road should be
allowed within the setbacks?

16. The way setbacks are measured, be it from right-of-way or property line, are defined in
three separate sections of the code and say two different things. Harmonizing these sections
would help clarify how setbacks are measured.

17. The zoning matrix does not have its own chapter/heading. Currently, it is under the Planned
Development District, 38-10.15. It would be easier to find if it was labeled as “Zoning Matrix 38-
10.16.

18. The below section, in Chapter 26, regarding roads and bridges, in the first line takes away all
county jurisdiction over private roadway design, engineering and construction and in the
second line references design, engineering and construction standards that private roads have
to adhere to and that the County enforces. Clarifying this language and intent along with what
department, and to what level would, enforce private roadway standards as well as submittal
processes could be beneficial.

Sec. 26-2. - Private road standards and regulations.

Oconee County shall have no responsibility for nor control of the design, engineering,
construction, inspection or maintenance of private driveways, drives and roads in
Oconee County and shall only be involved with private driveways, drives and roads to
enforce these regulations (Staff note: “these regulations” reference the rest of the
standards) and to the extent required for the county to carry out its other duties and
functions, such as approving the subdivision of property.

(c) Be approved in writing by planning commission or designated staff prior to
submission of plat(s) to the register of deeds for recording.
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Oconee County
Council

-

Oconee County
Administrative Offices
415 South Pine Street

Walhalla, SC 29691

Phone: 864-718-1023
Fax: 864 718-1024

E-mail:
ksmith@oconeesc.com

Edda Cammick
District |

Wayne McCall
District Il

Paul Cain
District Il

Julian Davis
District IV

J. Glenn Hart
District V

The Oconee County Council will meet in 2018 on the first and the third Tuesday
of each month with the following exceptions:

e April meetings will be held on the second and fourth
Tuesday;

e July & August which will be only on the third
Tuesday of each of the two months;

e September’s Council meetings will be held on the
second and third Tuesday of the month.

e The Auditor’s millage presentation will be held on
September 4™ at 6:00 p.m.

All Council meetings, unless otherwise noted, are held in Council
Chambers, Oconee County Administrative Offices, 415 South Pine Street,
Walhalla, South Carolina.

Oconee County Council will also hold a Planning Retreat at 9 a.m.
on Friday, March 2, 2018 in Council Chambers to establish short and long term
goals.

Council will also meet on January 8, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. in Council
Chambers at which point they will establish their 2019 council and committee
meeting schedules.

Additional Council meetings, workshops and/or committee
meetings may be added throughout the year as needed.

Oconee County Council Committees will meet in 2018 on the
following dates/times in Council Chambers, 415 South Pine Street, Walhalla,
South Carolina unless otherwise advertised.

The Law Enforcement, Public Safety, Health & Welfare
Committee at 5:30 p.m. on the following dates: April 10 [Spm prior to Council
meeting], July 10 and October 9, 2018.

The Transportation Committee at 5:30 p.m. on the following dates:
April 24 [5pm prior to Council meeting], July 10 and October 9, 2018.

The Real Estate, Facilities & Land Management Committee at 5:30
p.m. on the following dates: May 8, August 14 and November 13, 2018.

The Budget, Finance & Administration Committee at 5:30 p.m. on
the following dates: April 17, May 8, May 29, August 14 and November 13, 2018.

The Planning & Economic Development Committee at 5:00 p.m.
prior to the Council meeting on the following dates: February 27 [5:30 p.m.], June
5, September 4 and December 4, 2018.


mailto:ksmith@oconeesc.com
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PUBLISHER'S AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF OCONEE

OCONEE COUNTY COUNCIL

IN RE; OCONEE COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE & EXCEPTIONS FOR 2018

BEFORE ME the undersigned. a Notary Public for the State and County above named,
This day personally came before me. Hal Welch, who being first duly swom according

to law, says that he is the General Manager of THE JOURNAL, a newspaper published
Tuesday through Saturday in Sencca, SC and distributed in Oconee County, Pickens
County and the Pendleton area of Anderson County and the notice (of which the annexed
is a true copy) was inserted in said papers on 02/21/2018

and the rate charged therefore is not in excess of the regular rates charged private
individuals for similar insertions.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this
02/21/2018

WNotary Public
State of South Carolina
My Commission Expires July 1. 2024

rees WA
NOTARY PUSBLIC
State of South Carollna

R R

about:blank

2/19/2018, 11:22 AM
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PUBLISHER'S AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF SOUTR CAROLINA
COUNTY OF OCONEE

QOCONEE COUNTY COUNCIL

IN RE: THE PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING RESCHEDULED TO FEBRUARY
27,2018 AT 5:30PM

BEFORE ME the undersigned. a Notary Public lor the Siate and County above named,
This day personzlly came before me, Hal Welch, who being first duly swom according

(o law, says that he is the General Manager of THE JOURNAL, a newspaper published
Tuesday through Saturday in Seneca, SC and distribited in Ocenee County, Pickens
County and the Pendleton arca of Anderson County and the notice {of which the annexed
is a true copy) was inserted in said papers on 02/16/2018

and the rate charged therefore is not in excess of the regular rates charged private
individuals for similar insertions.

(1)
“Phat-Welch

General Manager

Subscribed and swom te before me this
02/16:2018

Jennifer A. Whitd
Notary Public
Suate of South Carolina
My Commission Expires July 1. 2024

NOTARY PUBLIC
State of South Carolina

{_#y Commisston Expires July ), 2024

1afl 2/14/2018, 4:08 PM
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REQUEST FOR HELP

DELAPIDATED HOUSES
HEALTH / SAFETY
ABANDONED HOUSES

DRUG USE / MFG.

APPLY FOR GRANT

COUNTY ORDINANCE / CODE
DUMPSTERS
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Update to the
Planning and Economic
Development Committee

of Oconee County Council
e, 27 2018
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OEA’s mission is focused on having Oconee County be
the location of choice for investment decisions.

Core Objectives:

Diversify our Economy
Develop Competitive Assets

Nurture Strategic Partnerships

Tell our Story to New and Existing Audiences




conomic Development Efforts:
— lob Creation:

« 2017: 365 new jobs
—2012-2017: 1,465 new jobs
— Capital Investments: |
« 2017:$153,229,800 in new taxable investments
—2012-2017: 432,326,354 ifl taxable investments
— 32 completed ecaon dev deals since 2012

Current Labor Participation:
— 4.1% unemployment, down 1% since fuly 17
— 33.927 Oconee n_ﬁ_nm:m mﬁﬂ_ﬁqmﬁ_ {Dea: 2017) ?Em_ﬁﬁm 28.762)

— Oconee Largest employment gain i Em ubﬁmm counties Vear over
yedr (Dec. ‘16 to Dec: ‘17)

~ Andersan had +270 employment growth
— Pickens had +130 employnient growth
~ Oconee had +720 employment growih




Headquartered in Tours France

First “Soft Landing” in Oconee County (13" in rural SC)

Manufacturer of ultrasound transducers
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Manufacturer’s Depreciation
Reimbursements
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Downtown Initiatives

Walhalla Dewntown Development Corporation

Westminster Economic Development Commiission
Seneca Local Development Corporation

Facade Grant Programs and Business Incentive Plans
Downtown Design Standards

Downtown Building/ Business Inventory




THIN x OGOZ EE'S
_m._. m_m._._._ob,...




Promotional item blitz

e 5,500 shopping bags

- 11,000 car decals

- 8,800 can koozies (5,000 Clemson)

* 160 pop sockets
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THE GREAT

OcoNEE CLEAN UP

Getting picky about litter




"T'oe Grear Beones Crzan Up
== e .ﬂ.ﬂﬁ&m plody about litter

Spring Edition ‘17

— 5 priganizations

~ 200 volunteers
— 2300 1bs. litter

Fall Edition 17

— 62 volunteers
— 790 Ibs. litter




Downtown Clean Up Challenge

144 volunteers

3500 pounds of litter
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What's coming in 2018 with
Destination Oconee?

1* phase of wayfinding signage

Expand Think Oconee reach

Continued support of downtown development efforts
Municipal Leadets Roundtables 2018

Closer partnershipwith CVB — tourism marketing




PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT UPDATES




_ﬁ Fiber
Ready

AT&T, in partnership with the Oconee
Economic Alliance, announced that the
Seneca Rail Park is a “certified fiber ready”
industrial park.

This is the first industrial site/park in
Upstate South Carolina to receive this
designation and will aid its marketability to

future industrial prospects.




« The OEA grant application to fund the removal of the
trees on the 111-acre Seneca Rail Park and to build a
new monument sign at the Golden Corner
Commerce Park was supported. The OEA will be
allocated $256,000 dollars from the SC dept. of
Commerce towards those projects to help those
industrial parks be moere competitive.

 This grant announcement is in addition to the $1.2
million dollars the OEA secured to fund the
construction of new roads with the Oconee Industry
and Technology Park:
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A few comments regarding the status are below:

SCDOT was formally notified of the funding in October 2017

Thomas & Hutton and Oconee County met with SCDOT's main office in Columbia on
October 26, 2017 to discuss the project moving forward

Penny Phillips from the Greenwille SCDOT office will be the Project Manager for SCOOT

Thomas & Hutton, acting on behalf of n.nnﬁmw.._.mn:.nﬂﬁﬁﬂwﬂ_ﬁmn cost estimatesto
SCDOT on 11/13/17

Thomas & Hutton submitted plans to,SCDOT on 11/16/17. The latest plans were
received on November 27, 2017 by SCDOT. SCDOT is limited as to the amount of work
that can'be'contributed to the Eﬂmmn priorto E.ammm:uﬂ_nmi._m project: Eﬂamp The
funds cannot be programmed priorto inclusion inthe STIP. Once that occurs; SCDOT
will program the funds and can begin charging tine to'the project. In essence, all work
activities are tied to ﬁqnhmnﬂ programming and execution ofthe project agreement. Ms.
Macha ol Peterson, at mnﬁ.ﬂ._. is-currently Eﬁ.ﬁ.am with the SCDOT lezal office to
complete the draftagreement for the County tolenterinto.

Prior to completing the agreement, the project must be included in the STIP. That
process was completed on Jan. 26 by Lance Estep at ACOG and sent to Kenny Latimore
of SCDOT.




Office Main Line: (864) 638-4210
www.InvestOconeeSC.com




& =t Mionth Free

SLHSCRIEE TORAY
IHTTF A OFFERS GREENVILLEONLINE O HI:P:E:M‘:LEFFEH‘? i
api- -

SOURCE-BENEFERSUTH . MEDIUM - MAMOEARL UTM SGURCE=RTUMNCE-
EACHANGERUTH CAREAFGM W ELOWERRTEY

GOVEANMENT THAT WOGREKE

Frfonless mnsas-amasenead nelps oeablly il Bosi Hnaned Huld FEpat communiteg

With Travelers Rest as model, Golden Strip eyes future
along Swamp Rabbit Trail

Apnani s oA THe Cpseriile Mokk o Debliasals ¥iip o PR 6 D0l Rlpianes CEn pon. 20 1 Sepr, 202 200

Iey the Golian Bap, Trasakars F-:u::.. |l.'.l'.ll1 e barge as-an axamnle ol whatamall Gragawdie Doy e s
bécar 7 iney canract to e Gtanaviis Heaih S Swamp Hakbil Trel

Thea i ELirest lrallﬂh'E‘Ei‘“du [RRLR I E-ITI‘H"."ﬂlL'-. E:-e"ﬁ-tjr.l Sl ':'Il,..ll-:anﬁ urg v I...?I:I"-'I'.I_I"!" Toet mr-ﬂ.frl.u:hrg
2 EI'.'I"IL’Q’I:.ﬁﬂ? l:*.ﬂ.‘-'l'.-mé I'I'.-:-G]-l'i"l!-i"!ﬁi‘_l.' bEI':.:'..I-‘G-\'_"-I?"I-"‘E-" HETEET S S | -ﬁ‘n R (L .‘ih’-’l’éll‘:h £ 5 et I.‘I-HL-LIH:I r_...._."n;.t:*.'l.

B0 Einany & manapainies = iRy Soen Srn-win Rave oo it 1he phuanty fovarimient s SriEts
[P LAORER IS TRECC AT INNBORMOTS to negnliEm ey neh of naw il ey et in arsain.

The s af Aadie  Siepsonsale sl ool o EEnest work eeens o s e et wil sy
et rye 3 el S0 DR B iicn Of 4 0GR 10T covar M nofl e soulh Tength of ik el

EEL|11.a:r.-'..I g limiaed B RE enid danh ot L Smipeaiviis AN cofnael b gnall antil F.-!muﬂm s, mhd Foufles Aen carnn| -:I:-rnarl il q:nhﬂm Spur
af s drall o1 Spes e At elidis Nave sonradad:

Ratite neces to be picked
In Pk, e noritost Cily 7 4153 Thekder) g, 3 e 1o e ol e st e chioeer B2l i [hsiiE planning and funsing. Sfos said Joba
iardnat Maudiin's eoy plamnen Matidin svaluatec 3 sute using e N fan Saraet rali-al- ey in L0 whish wRs i FAMETE A58 d minn,

'Lar-ﬂr-ar =er-:| That o kg Tt B -!-.-!alrl J:utnau mmt-cru"-:l 1o L PR et [i-nf.:e» ant agiineg al fhe fI-'IB1I|I.'-|.1.'l' Cuhnl I-l.'.-nnal AR shsrrat ms vermiid
M CRiZE T graamivay i3k on 3 Bremch of Grbed i comETag Al Hmu-',' i snil-haaling Eouth e i Frreisl Wacsls ﬁllahﬁ*in:r

AUCERning q,n;r.li-'|n3_nne_£u:gr_{-ﬁ- .'-_1_'.-|'_r_!+.':|r.'¢{|:.ll!:|r!:-r||: fgiale gt

€ worldzampun. paaadydir, ViST BIFE:

“Tral gets yen s S same of 1he bigiees - frion s of the costsol pottag I e ancte bionesy,” Garsneraand; Bl d's wlangan sstn.
Anl lusa dirapE



7

ﬂJmanges Travelers Rest has realized since the trail's opening make it aasiar for Mauldin to push for a link to the pathway, but challenges ramain.

“We don't have a raditional downtown because we don't have a traditional set of streels,” Gardner said. "Cur town hall sits an an 18-acre block. A typical
city block is three acres. We have what you would call ‘super blocks.' "

Because of the unusual composition of Mauldin's town center, it will take more than a trail to turn it into a new Travelers Rest. Travelers Rest had the
pieces 1o a downtown — a main drag, normal sized city blocks — but the buildings were vacant and needed to be filled. The trail brought in traffic that
allowed existing and new businesses to succeed. In Mauldin, connecling to the Swamp Rabbit Trail would ba a slep towards that walkable, bikeable,
retail-and-restaurant focused downtown,

Mauldin has made sleps towards those goals with a new walking lrail between the public library and Sunset Park, but street connectivity creates
congestion problemns that are not conducive to sidewalks full of strolling shoppers and patios packed with diners.

t
Subscribe Now ;

Join and get (http://offers.greenvilleonline.com/specialoffe
1** Month Free -y

source=BEAZfeb&utm_medium=agilityzone&t
exchange&utm_campalgn=UWEB2017)

“You don't put storefronts right on a highway with 30,000 cars and trucks driving through every day,” Gardner said. “You don’t put sidewalk cafes next to
that. You put tharn on streels Lhal look like Main Street in Greenville or Main Streel in Travelers Rest. You can do it because they've slowed and calmed
traffic down a little bil."

Gardner points to Gervais Street in Columbia as an example of a city tuming a highiy-trafficked road into a hospitality district. The main street in the Vista
neighborhood is part of U.S. 378, bul is lined wilh restaurants, bars, retail shops and metered parking, and it handles more traffic per day than Mauldin’s
N. Main Streel does. Gervais Street accomplished that partly through balancing on-street metered parking with a four-lane road, partially slowing down
traffic and allowing easy access to sidewalks. Addressing the traffic low in Mauldin, paired with the increased foot and bicycle traffic the Swamp Rabbit
Trail could move Mauldin toward a more padestrian friendly downtown.

“These things are going to take some significanl investment. Creating good urban placas is a pretty standard menu item that you do. You improve
conditions for pedestrians, you make investments in your streets and streetscaping, and try 1o build a vibrant arts community ... We need to create an

enviranment where people can go as a destination.”
it Trail hel I boom

hitps://www greenvilleon

Simpsonville is ready

Simpsonville Mayor Janice Curtis thinks her city alrsady has many of the ingredients to make it a destination. The Heritage Park Amphitheater holds
avents like concerts and 5K races, and Simpsonvilla city parks have walking trails that could eventually be tied to a Simpsonville stretch of the Swamp
Rabbit Trail. The city's Main Streel has the homelown feal, lined with brick facade shops and well-groomed greenery. Connecling to the trail would bring
the town an economic boon similar to that seen in Travelers Rest, Curlis said.

“The Swamp Rabbit Trail has created a whole new world for them up thera and 1 think it will for the Galden Strip as well,” Curtis said. “It will stimulale our
economy and bring people into the area that have never visited before. It will actually help as far as bringing continuity 1o downlown, too. Righl now, we
have different themes on different sides of the roads.”

Simpsonville is ahead of Mauldin in the planning process for their part of the trail. They've gol a proposed route and a federal grant that will cover nearly
$222,000 of the 3.7-mile trail's cost, which Curlis estimates to be between $400,000 and $500,000. The city is in the process of acquiring the right-of-way
for the trail along a sall line that runs parallel to W. Main Street. As planned, the trail would start at the Simpsonville Clock Tower and run past Hillcrest
Hespital. Eventually, it would meel with a Fountain Inn trail at Heritage Park. Surveying could begin as early as October and ground could be broken in
the spring if Lhe right-of-way is granted, Curtis said.

Because Mauldin has not chosen a route for a polential trail to take, Curtis said they can't plan on how the trails will connect between the twa towns.
Anolher obstacle for both municipalities is figuring out how 1o have the trail cross Interstate 385, which separates Simpsonville and Mauldin. With a speed
limit of 65 miles per hour, it would be dangerous and nearly impossible for bicyclists to cross. It could involve an expensive tunnel or bridge project, but

that issue has not been approached by either city’s government.
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Waiting to connect

Fountain Inn’s trail is already running, but at the south end of Greenville County, the smalll city is dependent on ils northem neighbors to build and link
trails before it can atlach 1o the Swamp Rabbit Trail. Mayor Sam Lee, loo, cites Travelers Rest as avidence that the irail is worth getting on.

“All you have to do is take a look at the economic impact it's had on Travalers Rast,” Lee sald,

Fountaln inn's trail is officially part of the Swamp Rabbit Trail, but there’s no connection between where the current trail ends in Greenville and where the
Fountain Inn portion begins, so out-of-towners seaking to use it would mosl likely have to drive to it. That limits the potential traffic; instead of driving to a
trail in Fountain Inn, a Greenville resident may prafer o use the trall In their own ¢ity. Connecting the trail from the northern tip of tha counly to the
southern end would give people tha option to explore different parts of Greenville County, Lee said.

"You would probably get people who may not say, ‘Hey, let’s jump in the car and drive to Fountain Inn on a Saturday morning,’ but they may say, ‘Hey,
let's walk the trail from Mauldin to Fountain Inn,” Lea said. “Before the Swamp Rabbit Trail, people may not have said 'Let’'s drive to Travelers Rest,” but
now they walk and bike there.”

Advocales for the trail have a vision beyond just the stretch from north to south. Brad Wyche, the founder of conservation group Upstate Forever, sees

the trail strelching past the Greenville County border into Laurans and Greanwood counties, ending at Lake Greenwood. County Councilman Joe Dill, a
trail advocale since ils inception, envisions spurs reaching out to communities including Greer and Tigerville, which lie to the trail's east. But challenges
lie ahead in those areas just as they do in the Golden Strip. With each mile of trail comes the challenge of working wilh private property

owners, municipalities and county governments,

“| predict that that's what will happen some day, that it will eventually cross all over the whole county,” Dill sald. *I just hope it doesn't get to whare we
have to get red lights on it.”

Read or Share this story: http:{/gmol.cof2db2n1V



Wi'| GREAT OCONEE CLEAN UP

When ; 7l
Saturday, April 21, 2018

8:30am - 12pm

Where
Parking: Blue Ridge Electric Parking Lot
2328 Sandifer Boulevard
Westminster, 3C 294698
Litter Pick-Up: HWY 11 from Blue Ridge Electric north to Walhalla

Register :
g www.eventbrite.com

Search; Great Oconee Clean Up

Anyone under the age of 16 must be accompuanied
by a registered adult.

The first 200 registrants will receive a free t-shirt!

*For more information, contact leooper@sconessc.com
ar call (B&4) 638-4210




Richard Blackwell

From: sfinger@ rtwministry.org
Sent: Saturday, February 24, 2018 10:04 AM
Subject: Ride To Work Ministry Completes 2000th Ride

To our friends, donors, local employers, agencies and supporters:

We just completed our 2000" ride at Ride To Work Ministry Nonprofit inc.! Amazing progress since starting a little
over a year age. Here is the data so far:

We have provided rides to/from work for 49 different riders including 9 current riders.

Fourteen riders have graduated (meaning they kept their job and found their own way to work) and two others
were dropped but subsequently kept working. Of the 14 who graduated, four found a car or fixed their car, one got a
moped, three moved close enough to walk to work, and six found a carpool/other ride.

Twenty-four riders have ‘flunked out’ of the program for violating our rules, not showing up for rides, failing fo
make progress on their success plan, etc.

We are averaging about 60 rides per week.

Most jobs are at local factories (Parkway Products, TechS, Borg Warner, ACI Plastics, etc.)

Most riders are referred to us by Our Daily Rest shelter, SC Vocational Rehab Dept., or local temp agencies.

We now have nine volunteers (we need more) and a list of 17 UBER, Lyft, or Taxi drivers.

We still need funding (remember: riders pay us $5 per day; our cost is $25-30/day for UBER, Lyft or local Taxi
to provide the rides and we subsidize the difference). We have donor who will match donations up to $5,000
(still $2,000 left in this program)!!! Please send your donation to Ride To Work Ministry Nonprofit Inc., P.O. Box
1345, Seneca, SC 29679 and mark it ‘Donor Match Program’.

We've updated our website with the positive success of several recent graduates! Check it out under “news and
success stories” at twministry.org

Thank you for your prayers and support!
Steve



