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PRT Commission Restructure
• Recommendation from 2010 Tourism Action 

Plan-Adopted by Council July 20, 2011
• Consolidate existing four (4) PRT Commissions 

– PRT Commission
– State ATAX Committee
– Oconee Tourism Commission
– Arts & Historical Commission

• Streamline the ATAX process to One 
Commission



Goals of Restructuring

1.  One Commission to serve as advisory 
Commission for both State and Local ATAX 
and PRT Division.

2. Membership requirements must meet SC 
Code 6-4-25 for State ATAX

3. Appoint Mountain Lakes CVB as managing 
agency over 30% State ATAX Fund

4. Contribute ongoing ATAX funding toward the 
continuance of the Mountain Lakes CVB



SC 6-4-25
State ATAX Membership

• 7 members with majority from Hospitality 
industry of the County

• Minimum of 2 Hospitality members-lodging
• Minimum of 1 member-represent cultural 

organizations of the County
• Membership shall represent all areas of the 

County with majority coming from no one area
• 3 year term with 4 members having an initial 2 

year term



ATAX

Oconee County

State ATAX Funds Local ATAX Funds



Accommodations Tax
• “Accommodations” is defined as any rooms 

(excluding meeting and conference rooms), 
campground spaces, lodgings, or sleeping 
accommodations furnished to transients by a 
hotel, inn, tourist court, tourist camp, motel, 
campground, residence, or any other place in 
which rooms, lodgings or sleeping 
accommodations are furnished to transients for 
consideration within the County. 

• Exclusions
– Bed & Breakfast with less than 6 sleeping rooms, owner 

occupied
– Accommodations for more than 90 days



Existing Structure

State ATAX Funds

Oconee County
General Fund 

( $25,000 + 5%)

Oconee Tourism
Commission
(30% Fund)

State ATAX 
Committee
(65% Fund)



State  ATAX 
(30% Fund) Existing Structure

Oconee Tourism
Commission

@ $25,000/year
Advertising only

Oconee Chamber Walhalla Chamber Westminster
Chamber
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Existing Commission Structure

Parks, Recreation 
& Tourism Division

PRT Commission

75% Local
ATAX Fund

State 
ATAX Committee

65% State ATAX
Fund

Oconee Tourism
Commission

30% State ATAX
Fund

Arts & Historical
Commission

25% Local ATAX
Fund



Proposed Commission Structure

Parks, Recreation 
& Tourism Division

PRT Commission

65% State ATAX
25% Local ATAX

PRT Advisory

Arts & Historical
Commission

Advisory

Mtn. Lakes CVB 
30% ATAX

75% Local ATAX



Proposed Commission

• County Council Appointed
• Membership Recommendations from:

– One (1) Oconee Alliance
– One(1) Oconee Chamber
– One(1) Walhalla Chamber
– One(1) Westminster Chamber
– Three (3) PRT



Proposed Duties
• PRT Advisory Commission

– County Parks
– Tourism
– Recreation Funds

• Advisory Commission for all State and 
Local Accommodations tax collections and 
expenditures, including the 65% State 
Fund and all Local ATAX funds



Next Steps

• Committee Approval
• Draft Ordinance
• Council Approval with Commission 

recommendations being ready by third 
reading







































Planning and Economic Development Committee Meeting
February 3, 2011



Building Permit Activity in Oconee

2005‐2010

Year 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Number of 

Permits 804 847 655 391 227 181

Comparison 
of  Years

2005 
v. 

2006

+5.3%

2006 
v. 

2007

‐22.7%

2007 
v. 

2008

‐40.3%

2008
v.

2009

‐41.9%

2009
v.

2010

‐20.0%



IT Working on Best Method of Integrating JRSA 
Permitting into Process

Met with DHEC- Interested in Pursuing Unified 
Permitting

Hope to Soon Have all Remaining Technological 
‘pieces’ in Place



Working Since 2008 to Limit Identified 
Deficiencies to Legitimate Concerns
Reduced Potential Problems from Hundreds of 
Parcels to 30 Properties
FEMA Required Elevation Certificates and Other 
Documentation by End of 2010; Staff Assisted 
Davis & Floyd (Engineers) in Obtaining Necessary 
Data
All Required Materials Submitted to FEMA Prior to 
Deadline
No Response from FEMA 



Remains an Ongoing Issue – Concerns Over 
Attainment Throughout State
Last Year EPA Announced Plans for a New 
Standard for Ground-Level Ozone 
January 2010 EPA Proposed Setting Standard 
Between 60-70 ppb; Currently 75 ppb
Originally to be Set in August 2010

Delayed until October 2010
Delayed until December 2010
Now Scheduled to be Announced July 2011



Continuing with 5-Year Process to Relicense 
Keowee-Toxaway Project

Staff Taking Part in Stakeholder Group and 
Resource Committees

No Major New Issues 



Concept of MOU Came Out of KT Relicensing 
Effort
Goal is to Clarify Roles and Responsibilities 
Council Approved Staff Initiating Process
Working on First Draft- to be Submitted for 
Planning Commission Review Soon



Implementation of Strategies Contained in Update 
of Comprehensive Plan
Awaiting Results of 2010 Census to be Released 
(La., Miss., NJ, and Va. info released this week- all 
states released by April 1)

Implications Include:
Mandate for Local Stormwater Management 
Urbanized Areas May Become Part of MPO
Population-Based Grant/Funding Opportunities
Additional Environmental Mandates

Address Any Additional Concerns from FEMA



Pursuant to Council’s Instructions Only 
Requests in Process, and Those Believed to be  
“Non-Controversial”, are Being Moved Ahead

Staff has Completed Review of ALL Requests to 
Determine Status in an Effort to Comply

Attempt Made to Contact All Sponsors of Active 
Requests for Update



Total 
Notices of 
Intent to 
Rezone 

Submitted

Complete 
to Date

Verified 
and 

Currently 
In 

Process

Currently 
Incomplete 

or Otherwise 
Not Ready to 

Submit

Believed to be 
Potentially 

Controversial

Petitions 
Submitted as 
Information 

Only
(Do Not Meet 
Minimum for 

Separate 
Request)

*54 6 3 16 6 10

Current Status of Rezoning Requests

*NOTE: Due to individual sponsors combining their efforts with adjacent 
requests subsequent to submission of notices, the actual number presented 
to Council is lower.  Based on the best information available at this time, the 
total number of ‘complete’ requests (including both processed and to be 
processed) is 31.





Oconee County Economic 
Development Commission Report

Thursday

February 3, 2011



Agenda

• Capital Investment and Job Creation 2010
• Ambassador for Economic Development
• Shell Progress
• Golden Corner Commerce Park South Entrance
• Altera Announcement
• Echo Hills (former Project North/England Property)
• Next Steps‐

Rename Project North
Workforce Development Efforts
Small Business Support
Partnerships for Park Development

Priorities
Design
Marketing



Capital Investment & Job Creation

2011

Company New/Exp Capital Investment Jobs

Altera Polymers, LLC New 4,000,000 50

Totals $4,000,000 50

2010

US Engine Valve Corporation Expansion 18,000,000 5

Schnieder Electric Equip Upgrade 5,000,000 5

Koyo Bearings FILOT Extension 5,000,000

Totals $28,000,000 10

2009

Greenfield Industries Expansion 18,000,000 85

Itron Equip Upgrade 30,000,000 150

Totals $48,000,000 235

3 Year Total $80,000,000 295



2010 Oconee County
Ambassador for Economic Development

• Mike Higgins
Plant Manager 
Itron Corporation

• Reasons for selection:

– $60M invested over last 5yrs

– Over 250 jobs created



Shell Progress
1‐26‐2011



Shell Progress
1‐26‐2011



Shell Progress
1‐31‐2011



Shell Progress
1‐31‐2011



Golden Corner Commerce Park

• Bid for South Entrance Opened 1‐13‐11

• 10 Bidders

• Winner – Thrift Brothers

• Council approved bid 2‐1‐2011

• Schedule will be provided within 14 days of 
after Notice to Proceed issued

• ECD – Mid‐May



Golden Corner Commerce Park 



Altera Polymers

• Announcement 1‐25‐2011

– $4.0M Investment

– 75 Jobs

– Special Source Revenue Credit before Council

• February 1, 2011

– Opportunity to grow

– Great support from the City of Seneca 



Altera Polymers



Altera Polymers, LLC



Propex Facility



Potential Use Of Propex Property



Potential Use Of Propex Property



Echo Hills (Project North)

• Future Actions
– Purchase in Dec 2010
– Preliminary Engineering 

Services to prepare to 
bring services TO the park 
– Jan 2011

• Topos
• Easement Surveys & Plats
• Wetlands delineations
• Right of Ways for 

easements

• Recommend that 
property be renamed 
Echo Hills



Echo Hills Infrastructure



Next Steps

• Rename Project North
• Workforce Development Efforts (On‐Going)
• Small Business Support (On‐Going)
• Partnerships for Park Development
• Priorities of projects

– Complete Shell
• Security
• Marketing Plan

– Conceptual Designs for 
• Golden Corner Commerce Park
• Echo Hills Park
• Propex Property

– Marketing Plan(s)



Echo Hills Possible Phasing


