
OCONEE COUNTY ATAX GRANT  
APPLICATION FORM 

FOR TOURISM RELATED PROJECTS 
 
I.  APPLICANT 
 

A. Name of Organization : Issaqueena’s Last Ride 
 

B. Address: 105 West South Broad St. 
         Walhalla, SC 29691  
  
II. FUNDS REQUESTED 
 

A. ATAX Funds Requested   $ 1,150 
 
B. How will ATAX Funds be used?   

ILR will be placing a half page ad in the Blue Ridge Outdoors magazine in the October 
edition that features bike rides throughout the south. Blue Ridge Outdoors is a top 
regional outdoor adventure publication that reaches the primary market demographics of 
the prospective ILR participant. 
 

 
C. Estimated percentage of costs directly attributed to attracting or serving tourists? 80% 
           
D. Funds furnished by your organization $1,150 

  Matching Grant                Source Registration fees 
  Matching Grant       Source  
  Other Funding                                   Source  
  Other Funding                                  Source  
 
Provide an itemized total budget for your event and an itemized budget only reflecting 
how ATAX funds will be spent.  THIS IS REQUIRED, attach on a separate sheet 
 

III.  NARRATIVE PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
        A. Project Title Issaqueena’s Last Ride 
        
Description of project   

19th Annual bicycle ride that starts and ends in Walhalla  with 32, 61, 80 and 
 100 mile routes through the Oconee mountains. Average 180+ riders each year. 

   
C. Who will benefit from this project?  

Hotels and restaurants. Benefactor is Safe Harbor and the Palmetto Trail. ILR has 
given Safe Harbor over $20,000 to date and expects to give them another $2,500 this 
year. Last year ILR gave the Palmetto Trail $2,000 and expects to give them $2,500 in 
2017. 

  
IV. DATES OF PROJECT 
       Beginning April 22, 2017     Ending April 23, 2016 
 
V.  APPLICANT CATEGORY 
 
           Government Entity:   

  ILR operates under the corporate entity of the Mountain Lakes CVB 



V1. DEMOGRAPHIC DATA 
How will the project influence tourism in Oconee County?  
 
 ILR has brought in an average of more than 180 riders per year for 18 years. Many of 
these riders come here throughout the year to practice and train for other rides as a direct 
result of their ILR experience. On average, over 85% of the riders come in from outside of a 
50 mile radius. 

 
A. How many visitors/participants attended the event last year and are anticipated this year?  

ILR averages over 180 riders per year. There were 195 registered riders last year. With 
additional marketing support, our goal is to exceed 200 riders in 2017.      

B. How many of the visitors/participants were from beyond a 50 mile radius of Oconee 
County  

 last year and are anticipated this year?  
   Last Year  109    
   This Year 100+ 
C. How many overnight stays were created by this event last year and are anticipated this 

year?                              Last year : 20  
 This Year: 20+ 

 
D. How do you plan to advertise this event beyond a 50 mile radius of Oconee County? 

 
Distribute rack cards and brochures at bike and outdoor stores throughout the upstate and 
in  
Atlanta, Spartanburg, Charlotte, Columbia, Asheville and other major bike centers. 
Advertise via Active.com. The ILR social media outlet has 265 fans that receive weekly 
updates and promotions. ILR also has a newsletter that goes out to over 800 riders across 
the nation. With the help of this grant, we will purchase a half page ad in the Blue Ridge 
Outdoors magazine which is circulated throughout the southeast US. 

 
E. What other documentation can you provide demonstrating this event promotes 
 Tourism in Oconee County?  (i.e. photographs, letters from local chambers of  
 commerce, restaurants, shop or accommodations owners)   
 
 The website, www.ILRSC.com, is the primary source of information for this event. There 
is a photo gallery on the site that includes images and videos. The ILR FaceBook page 
(www.facebook.com/pages/Issaqueenas-Last-Ride) has grown significantly over the past 
year and now has 350 fans throughout the US. Active.com provides a summary report of all 
pre-registered riders. 
  
F. What records will be kept during this event to obtain the above demographic data? 
 (i.e. guest logs, phone logs, accommodations contracts, website hits, advertising 
 demographics)  
 
 All participants must complete a registration form that includes all of the demographic 
data mentioned above plus birth dates and zip codes. Active.com provides a summary report 
with all registrant data. 
 

http://www.ilrsc.com/


VII.  AUDIT 
          Does your organization perform an independent audit?  Yes ____ No __X___ 
          Name of the Auditor:  
 
VIII.   Will your project be using any funds from another group that received ATAX   

      funds?  No 
  
 
I have read the guidelines for the Oconee County Accommodations Grant Request and do 
hereby agree to comply with all rules and requirements.  I understand failure to comply may 
result in a loss of funding for the project.  I will complete interim reports every sixty days and 
two final reports at completion of project.  All information required for final reporting MUST 
be detailed when project is complete. 
 
A.  Contact Name: Don George   Title Chairman 
      Signature Don George ______________________________ Date 9/11/16   
      Address   105 West South Broad St, Walhalla, SC 29691   
      Email donbettina@aol.com___________________________Fax No.  
     Phone Number (s) 864-638-5980  
 
B.  Alternate Contact Name:        Title  
     Signature ______________________________ Date   
     Address      
     Email ___________________________Fax No.  
    Phone Number (s)  

 
 
 
 

 






















































































