
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Mr. Durham, Chair, District II 

Mr. Elliott, District I 

Mr. Davis, III, District IV 

LIMITED IN-PERSON ATTENDANCE PERMITTED 
Due to the Novel Coronavirus pandemic and the ongoing state of emergency, in-person attendance at this Council 

meeting by members of the general public will be limited. Attendance will be limited to twenty percent of the stated 

maximum occupancy, which equates to thirty-four (34) persons (including Council members, other elected officials, 

and staff). Attendees will be required to sit in designated seats, appropriately spaced. In-person attendance will be 

allowed on a “first-come” basis. 

 

Additionally, to ensure the meeting otherwise remains open to the public, we will continue to broadcast it live on the 

County’s YouTube channel, which can be found via the County’s website at Oconeesc.com. Further, the public may 

call in and listen by dialing 888-475-4499 OR 877-853-5257 and entering meeting ID # 860 4783 8311. And, 

individuals parked in close proximity to Council Chambers may listen to the meeting on FM 92.3. 
 

 

A G E N D A 
LAW ENFORCEMENT, PUBLIC SAFETY,  

HEALTH & WELFARE COMMITTEE MEETING 

April 20, 2021 

4:30 PM 
[meeting will immediately follow the Transportation Committee meeting, which is 

also scheduled at 4:30 pm]. 
County Council Chambers, Oconee County Administrative Offices 

415 South Pine Street, Walhalla, SC 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Approval of Minutes 
 February 16, 2021 

 

3. Presentation on Emergency Watershed Protection Program Grant and 

Progress Update – Chief Scott Krein   
[to include Vote and/or Action on matter brought up for discussion, if required] 

 

4. 2010 – 2020 Collision and Injury Report Presentation – Oconee County 

Planning Commission 
[to include Vote and/or Action on matter brought up for discussion, if required] 

 

5. Discussion Items 
 Discussion regarding proposed Cultural and Historical Preservation Ordinance – Mr. 

Luther Lyle 

 Discussion regarding proposed Forfeited Properties Ordinance 

 Discussion regarding designated tornado shelters 

 

6. Adjourn    
 

 

 
 

Assisted Listening Devices [ALD] are available to accommodate the special needs  
of citizens attending meetings held in Council Chambers.    

ALD requests should be made to the Clerk to Council at least 30 minutes prior to the meeting start time. 
 

Oconee County Council & Committee meeting schedules and agendas are posted  

at the Oconee County Administration Building and are available  
on the County Council Website www.oconeesc.com/council.html               

[All upcoming meetings will be held in Council Chambers unless otherwise noted] 

http://www.oconeesc.com/council.html






 

 

Data source : S.C. Department of Public Safety 

Maps : Oconee County G.I.S. 

 

 

Roadway collisions, injuries, and 

fatalities  in Oconee County 2010-2020 



Oconee County 

2010-2020 Collision mapping 
Data source : S.C. Department of Public Safety 



 

14,784 Total collisions  

Primary contributing factor by percent 

 

Driving too fast for conditions   36% 

Failure to yield right of way  19% 

Driving under the influence  6% 

5,733 collisions with injuries 

Primary contributing factor by percent 

Driving too fast for conditions  34% 

Failure to yield right of way  22% 

Driving under the influence  9% 

 

144 fatal collisions  

Primary contributing factor by percent 

Driving under the influence  27% 

Driving too fast for conditions  23% 

Wrong side/ Wrong way   11% 

 

Primary contributing factors for  collisions  

2010-2020 



Per collision cost analysis average 

(Source: US Dept. of Transportation 2015) 

Property, medical, and lost productivity costs 

 

Death/fatal injury cost $9,400,000 

Incapacitating/serious injury cost $650,000 

Non-capacitating injury cost $130,000 

Possible injury/complaint of injury cost $68,000 

Property Damage Only cost $6,500 



Per collision cost analysis average applied to Oconee County 2010-2020 

(Source: US Dept. of Transportation 2015) 

 

Death/fatal injury cost $9,400,000 x 144 = $1,353,600,000 

Incapacitating/serious injury cost $650,000 x 5,733 = $3,726,450,000 

Property Damage Only cost $6,500 x 8,907 = $57,895,500 

 

$5,137,945,500 over 10-years in property, medical, and lost productivity costs 
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SCDOT identified challenges 

 Staff retention, manpower and funding for state and local law enforcement strain ability to 

adequately enforce current traffic safety laws.  Lack of manpower also impacts the extent to which 

law enforcement and transportation agencies coordinate safety initiatives. 

 An increased amount of tourist travel is creating safety challenges for areas that attract tourist. 

 Need to research and study the impact of legislative changes to South Carolina laws, specifically 

those regarding DUI. 

SCDOT Programs in process 

 Rural Road Safety Program – implementing strategies of keeping a vehicle on the roadway and 

provide conditions for a safe recovery with the goal of reducing injury severity of collisions.  SCDOT is 

addressing approximately 100 miles of SC roadways annually.   

 Fixes include adding rumble strips, removing fixed objects in clear zones, vegetation control, adding 

brighter pavement markings, guardrails, warning signs at curves, using higher friction pavement, and 

eliminating vertical drop-offs. 

 Law Enforcement DUI Challenge – participating agencies are awarded plaques for lower DUI collision 

statistics in their jurisdictions 

 Dial *47 to contact South Carolina State Patrol to report suspected impaired driver 

 South Carolina participates in multi-state week-long, high-visibility speed enforcement and 

awareness campaign called Operation Southern Shield. 

SCDOT identified challenges and programs in progress 



  

 

Within the right-of-way suggestions for addressing the top three primary  contributing factors for all collisions  

Strategies to Reduce Impaired Driving  

 Deterrence:  enact, publicize, enforce, and adjudicate laws 

prohibiting impaired driving so that people choose not to 

drive impaired 

 Prevention:  reduce drinking and drug use and keep impaired 

drivers from driving 

 Communications and outreach:  inform the public of the dan-

gers of impaired driving and establish positive social norms 

that make driving while impaired unacceptable 

 Alcohol and drug treatment:  reduce alcohol dependency or 

addiction among drivers 

 

Strategy Suggestions 

 Enforce laws  

 Publicized Sobriety Checkpoints / High-visibility Saturation 

Patrols (large number of law enforcement officers patrolling 

a specific area looking for impaired drivers 

 DRE – A drug recognition expert or drug recognition evalua-

tor (DRE) is a police officer trained to recognize impairment 

in drivers under the influence of drugs other than, or in addi-

tion to, alcohol. 

 Court monitoring – volunteers observe, track and report on 

DWI court or administrative hearing activities.  Provides data 

on how many cases are dismissed or pled down to lesser 

offenses, how many result in convictions, what sanctions are 

imposed and how these result compare to different judges 

and different courts.  Research shows that court monitoring 

programs helped increase DUI arrests, decrease plea agree-

ments, and increase guilty pleas. 

 DWI Courts – reduces recidivism, expensive 

 Responsible Beverage Service 

 Mass-Media Campaigns 

Strategies to Reduce failure to yield right-of-

way 

 Identify collision prone intersections and roadways 

 Identify common problems at collision prone intersections 

and engineer solutions 

 Education on yielding right-of-way 

Strategies to Reduce driving to fast for 

conditions  

 Reduce speeding through enforcement activities 

 Apply road design measures to obtain appropriate speeds 

 Set speed limits that are safe and reasonable 

 Increase public awareness of driving risks at unsafe speeds 

 

Strategy suggestions 

 Speed trailers on most dangerous roads 

 Media campaigns  

 Photo Enforcement System – South Carolina law banning the 

use of red light cameras and speed cameras was signed in 

2010.   Alabama, Maryland and Tennessee have all seen 

decrease in fatal accidents involving speed after 

implementing photo enforcement program.  Researchers 

believe that cameras could reduce speed involved collisions 

in South Carolina by 12% and fatal crashes decreased by 19% 

South Carolina Strategic Highway Safety Plan 2020-2024   ₂U. S. Department of Transportation, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Countermeasures That Work:  A Highway Safety Countermeasure Guide for State Highway Safety Offices, Ninth Edition, 2017 Applying Successfully Proven Measures in Roadway Safety to Reduce Harmful Colli-

sion in SC, June 2017, Clemson University 



Outside of the right-of-way suggestions for addressing collisions  

 Traffic impact studies for all new development in high 

impact areas 

 Required infrastructure upgrades ( turn lane, stop signs, 

etc.) 

 Limit curb-cuts 

 Shared access 

 Land-use regulations in high impact areas addressing 

specific usage of high traffic causing businesses, such as: 

       Student-housing 

      Gas stations 

      Drive-through dining 

      Big box stores 

       



 

 

 
 

Broad objectives for improving road-safety 

Enforcement of the current regulations and updating laws 

Education of the public  continually and consistently from an early age 

Engineering roadways and intersections to minimize conflict points 
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The Oconee County Council will meet in 2021 on the first and third Tuesday of each 

month with the following exceptions: 

 April, July, & August meetings, which will be 

only on the third Tuesday of each of the three 

months; 

 December meeting, which will be only the first 

Tuesday of the month. 

 

All Council meetings, unless otherwise noted, are held in Council Chambers, 

Oconee County Administrative Offices, 415 South Pine Street, Walhalla, South 

Carolina. 

 

Oconee County Council will also hold a Planning Retreat beginning at 9:00 

a.m. on Friday, February 19, 2021 in Council Chambers to establish short and long 

term goals. 

 

Oconee County Council will also meet on Tuesday, January 4, 2022 in 

Council Chambers at which point they will establish their 2022 Council and 

Committee meeting schedules. 

 

Oconee County Council will also hold a Budget workshop on Friday, March 

19, 2021 in Council Chambers. 

 

Additional Council meetings, workshops, and/or committee meetings may 

be added throughout the year as needed. 

 

Oconee County Council Committees will meet in 2021 prior to County 

Council meetings on the following dates/times in Council Chambers located at 415 

South Pine Street, Walhalla, South Carolina unless otherwise advertised. 

 

The Law Enforcement, Public Safety, Health, & Welfare Committee at  

4:30 p.m. on the following dates:  February 16, April 20, July 20, & 

September 21, 2021. 

 

The Transportation Committee at 4:30 p.m. on the following dates: February 

16, April 20, July 20, & September 21, 2021. 

 

The Real Estate, Facilities, & Land Management Committee at 4:30 p.m. on 

the following dates:  March 16, May 18, August 17, & October 19, 2021. 

 

The Planning & Economic Development Committee at 4:30 p.m. on the 

following dates:  March 16, May 18, August 17, & October 19, 2021. 

 

The Budget, Finance, & Administration Committee at 9:00 a.m. on the 

following dates:  February 19 [Strategic Planning Retreat] & March 19 [Budget Workshop] 

and 5:00 p.m. on the following dates:  April 13 & May 4, 2021. 

 

mailto:ksmith@oconeesc.com










Benefits of completing the work from the 

Disaster Survey Report (DSR) include:
• Removal of debris will help prevent future flooding 

• Reduce potential for floating debris to damage bridges/culverts

• Reduce future infrastructure damage to utilities

• Help to return watershed to original design/behavior



Phase 1 DSR’s we have match for

County Roads and Bridges will complete for match on remaining DSR’s

Phase 2 DSR’s to complete pending sufficient County funds match 



Phase 1 Projects



Phase 1: Coneross Creek @ Radisson Rd – DSR5 (SDR)



Phase 1: Return Church Rd @ Water Treatment Plant – DSR6 (SDR)



Phase 1: Return Church Rd @ Semper Fi Dr. - DSR7 (SDR)



Phase 1: Wells Highway – DSR8 (SDR)



DSR # Site Location Responsible Estimated Quantities 

5 Coneross CK at Raddison Rd SDR 4,000CY 

6 
Return Church Rd at Water Trt 

Plant 
SDR 1,500CY 

7 Return Church Rd at Semper Fi SDR 4,000CY 

8 Wells Hwy SDR 1,500CY 

 



County Roads & Bridges 

Projects (For Match)



Example of work to be completed by

County Roads & Bridges
• DSR 10 – Horseshoe Rd.   (100’ u/s and d/s of two crossings) will require 

stream bank restabilization, riprap installations, engineering measures, etc.



County Match Work: Horseshoe Dr. – DSR10 (OC R&B)



County Match Work: Leila St. – DSR11 (OC R&B)

*Map Shows DSR 11 (OC R&B) and DSR 12 (Phase 2)



County Match Work: Goddard Ave. – DSR13 (OC R&B)



The work completed by Oconee County Roads & 

Bridges will count as “in kind” work and will be 

used as match.

With enough match, DSR’s 9 & 12 will be 

completed in order.



Phase 2 Projects

Dependent On Match



Phase 2: Jamesway Dr. (Wells Hwy to Dalton Rd) – DSR9 (SDR)



*Map Shows DSR 11 (OC R&B) and DSR 12 (Phase 2)

Phase 2: Ploma Dr (Ploma Dr & Oxford Cir. to Dalton Rd.) – DSR12 (SDR)



DSR # Site Location Responsible Estimated Quantities 

9 James Way SDR 22,200CY 

12 Ploma Drive SDR 26,500CY 

 





Phase 1 DSR # Site Location Responsible
Estimated 

Quantities

5 Coneross Crk @ Radisson Rd. SDR 4,000CY

6
Return Church Rd. @ Water 

Treatment Plant
SDR 1,500CY

7 Return Church Rd. @ Semper Fi SDR 4,000CY

8 Wells Hwy SDR 1,500CY

Total 11,000CY approx.

Phase 2 DSR # Site Location Responsible
Estimated 

Quantities

9 James Way SDR 22,200CY

12 Ploma Drive SDR 26,500CY

Total 48,700CY approx.

This will be a total of approximately 59,700CY (not counting the 3 County managed DSR’s) of 

material moved from the County watershed. 



In the process to obtain DHEC approval on one of 

the following disposal sites for chipping/shredding 

operations:

• Recertification of the original site at the new 

Seneca Middle School property

• Alternate option would be the use of the County 

Landfill



Questions/Comments



 

 

Data source : S.C. Department of Public Safety 

Maps : Oconee County G.I.S. 

 

 

Roadway collisions, injuries, and 

fatalities  in Oconee County 2010-2020 



 

14,784 Total collisions  

Primary contributing factor by percent 

 

Driving too fast for conditions   36% 

Failure to yield right of way  19% 

Driving under the influence  6% 

5,733 collisions with injuries 

Primary contributing factor by percent 

Driving too fast for conditions  34% 

Failure to yield right of way  22% 

Driving under the influence  9% 

 

144 fatal collisions  

Primary contributing factor by percent 

Driving under the influence  27% 

Driving too fast for conditions  23% 

Wrong side/ Wrong way   11% 

 

Primary contributing factors for  collisions  

2010-2020 
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Within the right-of-way suggestions for addressing the top three primary  contributing factors for all collisions  

Strategies to Reduce Impaired Driving  

 

 

 Deterrence:  enact, publicize, enforce, and ad-

judicate laws prohibiting impaired driving so 

that people choose not to drive impaired 

 Prevention:  reduce drinking and drug use and 

keep impaired drivers from driving 

 Communications and outreach:  inform the 

public of the dangers of impaired driving and 

establish positive social norms that make driv-

ing while impaired unacceptable 

 Alcohol and drug treatment:  reduce alcohol 

dependency or addiction among drivers 
 

 

Strategies to Reduce failure to yield right-

of-way 

 

 Identify collision prone intersections and 

roadways 

 Identify common problems at collision prone 

intersections and engineer solutions 

 Education on yielding right-of-way 

Strategies to Reduce driving to fast for 

conditions  

 

 Reduce speeding through enforcement 

activities 

 Apply road design measures to obtain 

appropriate speeds 

 Set speed limits that are safe and reasonable 

 Increase public awareness of driving risks at 

unsafe speeds 

 

 

South Carolina Strategic Highway Safety Plan 2020 - 2024   ₂U. S. Department of Transportation, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Countermeasures That Work:  A Highway Safety Countermeasure Guide for State Highway Safety Offices, Ninth Edition, 2017 Applying Successfully Proven Measures in Roadway Safety to Reduce Harmful Colli-

sion in SC, June 2017, Clemson University 



Outside of the right-of-way suggestions for addressing collisions  

 Traffic impact studies for all new development in high 

impact areas 

 Required infrastructure upgrades ( turn lane, stop signs, 

etc.) 

 Limit curb-cuts 

 Shared access 

 Land-use regulations in high impact areas addressing 

specific usage of high traffic causing businesses, such as: 

       Student-housing 

      Gas stations 

      Drive-through dining 

      Big box stores 

       



 

 

 
 

Broad objectives for improving road-safety 

Enforcement of the current regulations and updating laws 

Education of the public  continually and consistently from an early age 

Engineering roadways and intersections to minimize conflict points 












