OCONEE COUNTY
CONSERVATION BANK BOARD

415 South Pine Street
Walhalla, SC 29691
c/o Clerk to Council

Treasurer’s Report
Community First Bank Account; ******183

Period Ending: November 30, 2021

Month Opening Balance $5,240.00
DEPOSITS:
11/05/2021 $500.00 Mountain Lakes Community Association

TOTAL DEPOSITS = $500.00
EXPENDITURES NONE
BALANCE IN ACCOUNT

AS OF PERIOD ENDING DATE $5,740.00

Report Submitted by:

Laura Havran
Oconee County Conservation Bank Board Treasurer
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OCONEE COUNTY
CONSERVATION BANK BOARD

415 South Pine Street
Walhalla, SC 29691
c/o Clerk to Council

Treasurer’s Report
Community First Bank Account; ******183

Period Ending: December 31, 2021

Month Opening Balance $5,740.00

DEPOSITS:

12/10/2021 $200.00 Donation

12/13/2021 $11,499.00 State Pool Transfer - Whetstone Hill

TOTAL DEPOSITS = $11,699.00
EXPENDITURES $11,499.00 Whetstone Hill
BALANCE IN ACCOUNT

AS OF PERIOD ENDING DATE $5,940.00

Report Submitted by:

Laura Havran
Oconee County Conservation Bank Board Treasurer
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OCONEE COUNTY
CONSERVATION BANK BOARD

415 South Pine Street
Walhalla, SC 29691
c/o Clerk to Council

Treasurer’s Report
Community First Bank Account; ******183

Period Ending: January 31, 2022

Month Opening Balance $5,940.00
DEPOSITS:
01/07/2022 $26,000.00 State Pool Transfer — Crawford Mill

TOTAL DEPOSITS = $26, 000.00
EXPENDITURES $29,999.00 Crawford Mill
BALANCE IN ACCOUNT

AS OF PERIOD ENDING DATE $1,941.00

Report Submitted by:

Laura Havran
Oconee County Conservation Bank Board Treasurer
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OCONEE COUNTY
CONSERVATION BANK BOARD

415 South Pine Street
Walhalla, SC 29691
c/o Clerk to Council

Treasurer’s Report
Local Government Investment Pool

Period Ending: December 31, 2021

Month Opening Balance $316,606.27
DEPOSITS
Reinvestments [Interest] $37.58
EXPENDITURES
$11,499.00
BALANCE IN ACCOUNT
AS OF PERIOD ENDING DATE $305,144.85

Report Submitted by:

Laura Havran
Oconee County Conservation Bank Board Treasurer
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OCONEE COUNTY
CONSERVATION BANK BOARD

415 South Pine Street
Walhalla, SC 29691
c/o Clerk to Council

Treasurer’s Report
Local Government Investment Pool

Period Ending: January 31, 2022

Month Opening Balance $305,144.85

DEPOSITS
Reinvestments [Interest] $36.31

EXPENDITURES
$26,000.00 [Crawford Mill]

BALANCE IN ACCOUNT
AS OF PERIOD ENDING DATE $279,181.16

Report Submitted by:

Laura Havran
Oconee County Conservation Bank Board Treasurer
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Oconee County Conservation Bank

Title: Grant Procedures
Policy No. 0003

Effective Date: March 2, 2021
Revision Date(s): April 6, 2021, Feb. 8, 2022
Page 1 of 7
Attachments:
Application For Funding (rev. 2/2/22)
Criteria Worksheet
Evaluation Scoresheet
Grant Agreement
Section 404 Findings Template

Purpose:

This policy provides guidelines for Applicants and governs the evaluation
procedures used by the Oconee County Conservation Bank Board to process,
award, and monitor grants.

Definitions:

1. The definitions set forth in Chapter 2, Article IV, Division 9, Section 2-399 of
the Oconee County Code of Ordinances are incorporated by this reference.
2. “Applicant” means an Eligible OCCB Recipient applying for a grant related
to a specific property.
3. “Application” or “application” means the attached Application For Funding.
4. “Blue Line Stream or Lake,” as used in the application, means a stream or
lake that appears as a broken or solid blue line (or a purple line) on a USGS
map.
5. “Conservation Value” means either
a. the Fair Market Value of the property for a fee simple acquisition; or
b. the amount the Fair Market Value of the property will be reduced by
the placement of a Conservation Easement on the property.
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6. “Grant Agreement” means a binding contract between the Applicant and
Oconee County that meets the requirements of OCCB Ordinance Section 2-
404(c)(2).

7. “Inholding Land” means privately owned property that is 100% surrounded
by Protected Land.

8. “Limited Access” means any public access that is less than access on a year-
round and continual basis, i.e., access by the public for some limited time or
seasonal period(s).

9. “Property/Project Name” means the common or colloquial name used to
identify a specific piece of land or project that is the subject of an
Application. Each Property/Project Name must be unique.

10.“Protected Land” means any land substantially protected from
development or designated as scenic or protected through any federal,
state, or local government law or private action.

11.“Scenic View” means a vista that includes mountain, river, lake, forest,
pasture, agricultural, or other pastoral scenery.

12.“Small grant application” means an application for an interest in land if the
amount requested is less than thirty thousand dollars (530,000.00) or ten
percent (10%) of the Conservation Value, whichever is less.

13.“Unlimited Access” means any public access on a year-round and continual
basis and, additionally, requires that such access is communicated to the
public.

Policy:
Part One: Application Procedures

1. An Applicant may, but is not required to, submit a letter to the Board
requesting the Board’s examination of land or project that may be the
subject of a future application for a preliminary review.

2. The Board will accept applications on or before April 1%, August 1%, and
November 1° of each calendar year.

3. Applicants may apply for a grant from the OCCB by filing an application with
the Board’s administrative staff on or before the application deadline. All
applications must be submitted in duplicate pursuant to Board Policy No.
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0001 Applicant Privacy. All applications must be submitted in electronic pdf
or similar format.

4. An application for a grant that does not fall within the jurisdiction of the
OCCB will not be accepted. The Board will inform the Applicant in writing
of the reason for its refusal to accept the application.

5. All applications must meet the mandatory requirements in Section Il of the
application. See OCCB Ordinance Sections 2-404(a)(2), (3), & (6), 2-
404(b)(6), 2-404(c)(3)c, and 2-405(c) & (d).

6. All application attachments must identify the application Section and
Question to which it applies.

7. As part of the application procedure, each applicant is required to provide
documentation of the expertise and financial resources of the entity
enforcing any Conservation Easement or deed restriction, the expertise and
financial resources of the entity managing the property, and a description
of the proposed management plan for the property. Failure to provide
documentation satisfactory to the Board will result in a recommendation to
the Council that the grant application be denied.

8. During the review process, the Board may request additional information
from the Applicant. Failure to provide the requested informationin a
timely manner will result in a delay in processing the application until the
next cycle.

9. Applications will be evaluated utilizing the Criteria Worksheet. The Board
members will reduce their final collective evaluation to a score as set forth
on the Evaluation Scoresheet, which will be attached to the official
minutes.

10.Each application must meet the applicable minimum score to be
recommended for a grant award.

a. Farmland must have a minimum score of 30.
b. Inholding Land must have a minimum score of 22.
c. Non-farmland must have a minimum score of 40.
d. Solely historic or cultural land must have a minimum score of 21.
11.The Board may recommend a grant of up to ten percent (10%) of the
Conservation Value of the project. In extraordinary circumstances and for
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good cause, the Board may recommend a grant that is more than 10% of
the Conservation Value of the project.

12.During the review process, the Board may request additional information
from the Applicant. Failure to provide the requested informationin a
timely manner will result in a delay in processing the application until the
next cycle.

13.The Board’s recommendation to Council shall include the findings required
by OCCB Ordinance 2-404(b)(4) utilizing the Section 2-404 Findings Form.
The Board may delegate the responsibility to prepare the Section 2-404
Findings to a single Board member.

14.Council will take action within thirty (30) days of submission of the Board’s
recommendation.

Part Two: Post Award Procedures

1. The Board shall notify the Applicant of the Council’s decision within ten (10)
days of the Council’s decision.

2. If awarded a grant, the Applicant and Landowner have a period of four (4)
months from the date of the Council’s decision to notify the Board of their
decision to accept the grant.

3. The recipient must execute and record a Grant Agreement at closing.

4. The transaction must close within one year of recipient’s notice of
acceptance of award. Recipient’s closing attorney must be registered as a
vendor with the State of South Carolina prior to closing if money is to be
wired from the Local Government Investment Pool to the closing attorney’s
escrow account.

5. If recipient is unable to close on the Property/Project by the Closing
Deadline, recipient shall submit to the Board, before the Closing Deadline, a
written status report explaining the circumstances, and shall either

a. withdraw the Application and acceptance of the Grant award, or
b. request a one-time extension not to exceed six (6) months.

6. If the transaction fails to close, the recipient, Council, and Board will

execute and record a document terminating the Grant Agreement.
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7. The following closing documents must be submitted to the Board for

review at least ten (10) days prior to the scheduled closing:
a. Anindependent certified appraisal of the Property dated within
twelve (12) months of the Grant approval by Council;
b. A certified environmental hazard assessment, unless the Application
qualifies as a small grant application;

A final draft of the conservation easement and/or deed:;

A final draft of the settlement statement;

A final draft of the title insurance commitment and exceptions;

A recorded by copy of this Grant Agreement signed by the Grantee,

and for conservation easements, by the Landowner; and

g. Any other data, acknowledgement, or documentation requested by
the OCCB.
h. The name, address, email address, and phone number of the Closing
Attorney and Firm.
The Board reserves the right to reject documents that do not comply with
the OCCB Ordinance.

8. The Board will process the grant funds pursuant to Policy No. 0002, Bank
Account.

9. Within sixty (60) days of closing, recipient must provide the Board with
executed closing documents, a report of how the grant funds were
distributed, and the status of the project.

10.If the grant award is for the fee simple purchase of land that will not be
subject to a conservation easement, the property is subject to inspection by
the County and the deed must include the following language:

oo o0

Said premises shall be subject to: the provisions of Sections 2-
398 through 2-409 of the Oconee County, South Carolina Code
of Ordinances, the policies adopted by the Oconee County
Conservation Bank, and the grant agreement executed by the
Grantee and Oconee County, such that the premises shall be
permanently protected for the conservation purposes
described therein.
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11.The recipient shall submit a copy of recipient’s annual inspections of the
Property to the OCCB within twelve (12) months of the release of Grant
Funds. Thereafter, copies of all future inspection reports must be
submitted to the OCCB on an annual basis. Electronic copies of recipient’s
annual stewardship reports are acceptable. Recipient is required to give
the OCCB notice of any stewardship concern that materially threatens the
conservation purposes of the Grant Award within thirty (30) days of
discovery.

12.The recipient and the Board shall retain copies of all documents related to
the award of the grant and the acquisition of interests in land.

13.For all grants, a copy of the recipient’s annual inspection of the property
must be submitted to the Board within twelve (12) months of closing on
the property. Thereafter, copies of all future inspection reports must be
submitted to the Board on an annual basis. The annual reports shall be in a
format comparable to the annual reports typically required of conservation
easements. Recipients are required to give the Board notice of any
stewardship concerns that materially threatens the conservation purposes
of the grant within thirty (30) days of discovery.

14.All interests in land obtained with OCCB funds may only be assigned from
one eligible OCCB recipient to another eligible OCCB recipient after
approval by the majority of the Board.

15.Any fee simple interest in land acquired with OCCB funds may not be used
for any purpose other than that set forth in the Grant Agreement. If OCCB
funds were used to purchase a Conservation Easement, the Conservation
Easement is the controlling legal document on what is or is not permitted
on the property.

16.The eligible OCCB recipient or the Landowner must notify the Board if a
claim is made against the title to the property.

17. Any interest in land or any portion thereof funded in whole or part by
OCCB funds shall not transferred without the approval of the Board. The
Board shall have the unilateral authority to approve or deny such transfer.

18. If the interest in the Property is reduced or increased by 10% or less in
acreage of that stated in the Application, the Board shall have the authority
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to reduce the award on a proportional per acre basis. However, a
reduction or increase of acreage exceeding 10% shall be deemed material

and will render the original grant award and the Grant Agreement null and
void.



Oconee County Conservation Bank
Application for Funding

Oconee County, South Carolina

To be completed pursuant to the
OCCB Ordinance and OCCB Board Policies No. 0001 and 0003

Send Completed Application to:

Oconee County Conservation Bank Board
c/o Clerk to Council
via email to: councilclerkinfo@oconeesc.com

Application Deadlines: April 1, August 1, November 1

OCCBB Application for Funding v5 Page 1 of 14



SECTION | - General Property/Project Information

General Information

Property/Project Name:

Property Address or Description of Location:

Acquisition type: Fee Simple or Conservation Easement

Total monetary amount requested: $

Conservation Value of property? $

Attach a certified appraisal or an explanation of the basis for the Conservation Value. S1-A
Landowner

Name

Mailing Address

Email Address

Cell Phone ( )

Work Phone ( )

Home Phone ( )

Eligible OCCB Recipient (“Applicant”) Seeking Funding

Name of Organization

Mailing Address

Contact Name

Contact Email Address

Contact Cell Phone ( )

Contact Work Phone ( )

Organization EIN
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Property Information
Parcel ID or TMS#:

Plat Reference (Plat Book/Page) S1-B1:

Deed Reference (Deed Book/Page) S1-B1:

Current Zoning Classification:

Total Acres:

Total Acres Forested:

Total Acres Cleared/Open/Pasture:

Total Acres Wetlands:

Creeks and/or Rivers — Names, Length, Width:

Total Acres Farmed — List Farm Type, e.g. livestock, row crop:

Is project acreage part of larger parcel? If so, what is larger parcel acreage:

Unique characteristics of property (may be submitted as part of Applicant’s narrative):

Show location of property on County Map S1-B2 and show location on other pertinent
documents such as plat, USGS map, etc. S1-B3.
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Section Il - Mandatory Requirements/Submissions

1. Applicant’s Requirements - by signing below the Applicant confirms that to the
best of the Applicant’s knowledge and belief all answers in this Application are accurate:

a. Applicant certifies that it notified all adjoining landowners within 5 days of
submission of the application that:

i.  The Applicant is applying for funding from the OCCB and

ii.  The adjoining landowners have 30 days to submit comments to the OCCB
regarding the application. Attach a list of the adjoining landowners and
addresses. S2-Al

yes no

Failure to meet the above requirement will require the application to be returned
to applicant for correction and resubmission.

b. Applicant agrees that OCCB funds may not be used for endowments, monitoring,
staffing, management, planning, or any costs not associated with the purchase.

yes no

c. Applicant acknowledges that, if no appraisal is attached and the Applicant is
awarded a grant, a certified appraisal establishing the Fair Market Value of the
Conservation Value and Property must be submitted within 12 months of Oconee
County Council approval and that the award shall be 10% of the Conservation
Value in the Appraisal or that the OCCB awarded, whichever is less.

yes no

d. If this is a fee simple acquisition project, Applicant agrees to be bound by the
Grant Agreement and the language required in OCCB Policy No. 0003, Grant
Procedures in the deed.

yes no

e. Is this a small grant application as defined in OCCB Ordinance Section 2-
404(c)(3)d. and OCCB Policy No. 0003, Grant Procedures? To be a small grant
application the request must be at least $1 less than either $30,000 or 10% of the
Conservation Value, whichever is smaller.

yes no If no, Applicant agrees to submit a certified
environmental hazard assessment. S2-A5

Signature of Applicant Date
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2. Landowner’s Requirements*: by signing below the Landowner confirms that to
the best of the Landowner’s knowledge and belief all answers in this Application are
accurate, in addition:

a. Is Landowner committed to placing a Conservation Easement on the property or to
conveying title to the property to the Applicant with OCCB deed restrictions if a grant of
OCCB funds is approved?

yes no

b. Landowner certifies that the Applicant notified Landowner in writing:

i.  that the property interest purchased with OCCB funds will result in a permanent
conveyance of such property interests from the Landowner to the Applicant, and

ii.  thatit may be in the Landowner’s best interests to retain independent legal counsel,
appraisals, and other professional advice.

c. Does Landowner agree to allow inspection by the OCCB of the property and project
being presented for OCCB funding?

yes no

d. Are there any existing liens, mortgages, or other encumbrances, such as easements,
restrictive covenants, etc., that currently exist on the property?

yes no

If yes, attach a list of the encumbrances. S2-B4a.

If this is an application for the funding of a Conservation Easement and there is a
mortgage, the Landowners must submit documentation showing that Applicant or
Landowner has notified each lender in writing that if OCCB funding is awarded, the
mortgage will be subordinate to the Conservation Easement. S2-B4b.

Signature of Landowner Date

Sworn and subscribed this day of 20

Notary Public for
My Commission expires:

* May be submitted as Landowner’s notarized affidavit.
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Section Il - Applicant and Project Information

1. Applicant Information - Type of Organization seeking funding. Check one:

Oconee County
Municipality located in Oconee County

Oconee County agency or commission whose mission relates to land
conservation

Public Charity having tax-exempt status under IRS Code of 1986

Federal, State, or local agency operating for natural protection, land
conservation, or historical preservation purposes

2. Entity that will be responsible for managing the land

Name

Mailing Address

Contact Name

Contact Emalil

Cell Phone ( )

Work Phone ( )

3. Entity that will be responsible for enforcing conservation easement or
deed restrictions and grant agreement.

Name

Mailing Address

Contact Name

Contact Emalil

Cell Phone ( )

Work Phone ( )
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4.  Applicant Information

a. How will you be able to complete the project and secure additional funding to
acquire the designated property interests? Attach additional sheet if necessary.
S3-D1

b. How many total acres of land have you conserved in:

South Carolina Oconee County Other

c. Briefly describe the lands your organization has preserved in this State and
County, include size, location, and method of preservation.

d. Explain how the Conservation Easement and/or deed restrictions on the
protected land will be enforced. Attach additional sheet if necessary. S3-D4

5. Land Management Information

a. Please describe the financial resources and qualifications of the managing entity.
Attach additional sheet if necessary. S3-E1

b. Does the Applicant or Landowner have a conservation land management plan for
this project? If so, attach the plan or a summary of the plan. If no, please
describe the uses to which the property will be put and how they will conserve
the property. S3-E2

yes no
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Section IV - Conservation Criteria

Environmental Sensitivity

. Does the property contain or adjoin wetlands?

yes no

If yes, attach documentation, such as GIS using NWI or USFWS; regarding the
wetlands, wetland delineation, or certification by USACOE or NRCS. S4-la

. Does the property contain or adjoin a USGS Blue Line Stream or Lake?

yes no

If yes, provide a USGS topographic map showing such stream or lake in relation
to property. S4-1b

Does the property contain or adjoin Water Classified as:

(i) Outstanding Natural Resource Water
(ii) Outstanding Resource Water
(iii) Trout Water

If yes, provide evidence of classification by SC DHEC. S4-1c
. Does the property currently contain threatened or endangered species?

yes no

If yes, attach certification by SC DNR, NRCS, USFS or other qualified
professional providing evidence of such species or likelihood of existence on the
property. S4-1d

. Does the property currently contain habitat suitable for threatened or endangered
species?

yes no

If yes, attach documentation by SC DNR, NRCS, USFS or other qualified
professional providing evidence of the habitat suitability for specific species. S4-
le

Does the property currently contain native wildlife species or habitat suitable for
native wildlife species?

yes no
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If yes, provide evidence (e.g. Statement from a qualified agency or professional,
etc.) of such species existence on the property or of habitat suitability for such
species. S4-1f

g. Does the property contain special or concentrated biodiversity? If yes, please
provide evidence of the biodiversity on the property, such as photographs,
species list, or narrative description. S4-1g

yes no

h. Does the property currently contain a unique geological feature?
yes no

If yes, provide a description and evidence of geological feature(s). S4-1h

2. Does the property share a boundary with Protected Land?

yes no

If yes, describe the Protected Land and present a legible map showing such
Protected Land in relation to the property. S4-2a

If yes, what percentage of a boundary is shared with such Protected Land?
1%-25% 26%-50% > 50% 100%

3. Does the property contain any of the following pre-historic or
historic features or designations? Check those in a — e that apply.

a. Listing on the National Historic Register? Provide a letter or other
evidence from the Department of the Interior demonstrating such listing. S4-3a

b. Eligible for listing on the National Historic Register? Provide a letter or
other evidence from the SC State Historic Preservation Office demonstrating
such eligibility. S4-3b
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C. Contains historic or pre-historic structures? Provide evidence in the form
of photographs and a description of the reason the structure(s) are considered
historic or pre-historic. S4-3c

d. Contains a site(s) of historic or pre-historic significance without a
structure? Provide evidence in the form of photographs and a description of the
reason the site(s) are considered historic or pre-historic. S4-3d

e. Location of an Historic Event? Provide a description and evidence of the
event. S4-3e

f. Is this an application for a solely cultural or historic site?

yes no

If yes, submit documentation describing the significance of the site and the
preservation plans; plans to restore the property, provide public access, and
provide signage related to the cultural or historical significance, etc. S4-3f

Does the property contain soils classified as Prime or Important by
the State of South Carolina?

yes no

If yes, what percentage of the property contains soils classified as Prime or
Important by the State of South Carolina?

30%-44% 45%-59% 60%-75% >75 %

If yes, provide a legible soil overlay map showing such Prime or important soil types
upon the property. S4-4b
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5. Is the property farmland as defined under one or both of following
criteria?

a. Actively Farmed - Provide documentation that the property has been
farmed for the last five years, such as copies of filed IRS Forms Schedule F or
documentation demonstrating that the landowner has produced significant
agricultural products. S4-5a

b. Future Plans - Provide documentation explaining the extent to which the
proposal will keep the property in farmland or wooded land. S4-5b

6. Is the property visible to the public from one of the following?
a. Public road? yes no
b. Public land? yes no

If yes, provide supporting documentation. S4-6
7. Does the property provide one of the following?
a. Scenic View from the property? _ yes no
b. Maintain Scenic Nature of the County? _ yes no

If yes, provide supporting documentation. S4-7

8. Does the proposal for the conservation project on the Property
allow for the following? See OCCB Policy No. 0003 for definitions.

a. Limited Access by the public to the property? yes no

If yes, provide supporting documentation. S4-8a

b. Unlimited Access by the public to the property? yes no

If yes, provide supporting documentation. S4-8b

9. Location of Property.

a. Proximity to Protected Lands:

Provide supporting documentation. S4-9a
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b. Proximity to municipality or community:
Provide supporting documentation. S4-9b

10. Is there athreat of development?
yes no

If yes, provide documentation or a detailed narrative description of the threat. S4-10

11. What is the approximate acreage of the property to be conserved?

Acres

Provide documentation to support the stated acreage, including survey(s), tax
information, deeds or other similar documentation. S4-11

12. What, if any, is the potential positive or negative impact on water
guality to wetlands or other water bodies not on the property?

13. Attach a narrative description of the intended plans for the property,
including the specific requirements that will be in the Conservation

Easement or Deed, and how they will be accomplished. Include plans,

such as restoration plans, commitments for future public access, and stream buffers for the
property not already addressed in this Application. S4-13
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Section V - Financial Criteria

1.

Provide a narrative description to verify that the entity obligated to

enforce the Conservation Easement or deed restrictions has the financial

resources to enforce the easement or restrictions. If Applicant fails to provide
sufficient information, the Board will not recommend Council award a grant. S5-1

2.

3.

What percent of Conservation Value is being requested from the OCCB?

a. Conservation Value  $
b. OCCB Request $
c. Percent % (b + a x 100%)

Describe any committed, applied for, or potential matching funds and

known or predicted timeline for receipt of matching funds, including
landowner donation or a bargain sale by seller.

4.

6.

Describe partnerships, management agreements, management leases,
or other joint efforts that will help this project succeed.

How does the proposal present a unique value opportunity in that it
protects land at a reasonable cost?

a.$ Cost per acre of OCCB funds
b.$ Fair market value per acre
C. % (a+bx100 = %)

Describe other ways that the project could provide economic benefits to

Oconee County.
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OCCB Application Attachment List (Each attachment must reference
section and question to which it applies.)

Check | Reference | Title Required
S1-A Certified appraisal or explanation of basis for Conservation Value X
S1-B1 Legal Description of the property
S1-B2 Location on County Map X
S1-B3 Surveys, USGS maps, directions, county locator map, etc.

S2-Al Adjoining landowners notification: landowners and addresses list X
S2-A5 Certified environmental hazard assessment

S2-B4a List of liens, mortgages, or encumbrances, etc.

S2-B4b Mortgage lender notification: subordinate to CE

S3-D1 Project Completion and additional funding plans

S3-D4 Conservation Easement/deed restriction enforcement plan
S3-E1 Qualification of Managing Entity

S3-E2 Land Management Property Plan

S4-la Wetland certification

S4-1b USGS Blue Line Stream or Lake documentation and map
S4-1c SC DHEC Water Classification

S4-1d Threatened or endangered species certification/evidence

S4-le Habitat suitability certification/evidence

S4-1f Native wildlife species or habitat certification/evidence

S4-1¢g Biological diversity evidence

S4-1h Geological feature evidence

S4-2a Protected Land Map relationship

S4-3 a-e National Historic Register or Pre-historic structures/site evidence
S4-3f Solely Cultural or Historic Site documentation

S4-4b Soil overlay map of Prime or important soils types

S4-5 a-b Actively Farmed documentation or plans/proposal

S4-6 Property visibility to public documentation

S4-7 Scenic View documentation

S4-8 a-b Limited or Unlimited Access to Property documentation

S4-9 a-b Location of Property supporting documentation

S4-10 Threat of development documentation or narrative

S4-11 Property size documentation: surveys, tax or deeds information
S4-13 Narrative of property plans

S5-1 Enforcement Party financial resources documentation X

OCCBB Application for Funding v5
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Oconee County Conservation Bank

Title: Transfer of Property Interest
Policy No. 0005

Effective Date:

Revision Date(s):

Page of3

Attachments: Request for Approval to Transfer Property Interest

Purpose:

This policy provides guidelines for a Landowner who is selling a property interest
funded in part by the Oconee County Conservation Bank and governs the
procedures used by the Oconee County Conservation Bank Board to process the
request to approve the purchaser and ensure that said purchaser understands its
obligations under the Grant Agreement and Oconee County Code of Ordinances
Ch. 2, Art. IV, Div. 9.

Definitions:

1.

The definitions set forth in Chapter 2, Article IV, Division 9, Section 2-399 of
the Oconee County Code of Ordinances are incorporated by this reference.

. “Landowner” means a person(s) or entity desiring to convey a property

interest in land that was funded in part by a grant from the Oconee County
Conservation Bank.

. “Property/Project” means the common or colloquial name used to identify

a specific piece of land or project that was the subject of the original
application for an OCCB grant.

“Purchaser” means the eligible OCCB recipient seeking to acquire a
property interest in land that was funded in part by a grant from the
Oconee County Conservation Bank.

. “Request” or “request” means the attached Request for Approval to

Transfer Property Interest.
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Policy:

1. Landowner who funded a fee simple purchase of the Property/Project in
whole or in part with an OCCB grant may transfer fee simple title to the
Property/Project only to an Eligible OCCB Recipient and with the approval
of the Oconee Conservation Bank Board.

2. If the transfer is for the fee simple title to land that that was funded in part
by an OCCB grant, the property is subject to inspection by the County. The
board shall require the Purchaser place a conservation easement on such
property or include the following language in the deed to ensure that the
property is permanently protected:

Said premises shall be subject to: the provisions of Sections 2-
398 through 2-409 of the Oconee County, South Carolina Code
of Ordinances, the policies adopted by the Oconee County
Conservation Bank, and the grant agreement executed by the
Grantee and Oconee County, such that the premises shall be
permanently protected for the conservation purposes
described therein.

3. Landowner who acquired a Conservation Easement on the Property/Project
in whole or in part with an OCCB grant may transfer the Conservation
Easement to the Property/Project only to an Eligible OCCB Recipient and
with the approval of the Oconee Conservation Bank Board.

4. The Purchaser must demonstrate both the expertise and financial
resources to manage the land for the purposes set forth in the application.

5. The Board requires that all requests for approval to transfer a property
interest be submitted at least six (6) months prior to the closing.

6. Landowner shall submit a request with the Board’s administrative staff
utilizing that attached Request for Approval to Transfer Property Interest.

7. All requests must be submitted in duplicate pursuant to Board Policy No.
0001 Applicant Privacy.

8. All requests must be submitted in electronic pdf or similar format.
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9. The Purchaser must agree to enter into a Grant Agreement with the Board,
which will be recorded simultaneously with the recording of the deed.

10.A copy of the Grant Agreement signed by the Purchaser and a final draft of
the deed or Conservation Easement must be provided to the Board at least
ten (10) days prior to the closing.

11.Within sixty (60) days of closing, the Purchaser must provide the Board with
the executed Grant Agreement and deed or Conservation Easement.

12.Any interest in land or any portion thereof funded in whole or in part by
OCCB funds shall not be transferred without the approval of the Board. The
Board has the unilateral authority to approve or deny such transfer.



1247121, 9:23 AM Oconee County, SC Code of Ordinances

Sec. 2-398. - Establishment of bank.

There is hereby established the Oconee County Conservation Bank in order to protect lands with significant natural,
cultural and/or historic resources in Oconee County that meet the criteria set forth in_section 2-403, by providing a
financial incentive to willing landowners to convey either a conservation easement or fee simple title to eligible

recipients {as defined herein).

(Ord. No. 2020-16, § 1{Exh. A}, 10-6-2020)

Sec. 2-399, - Definitions.

Application means application to participate in the program addressed by this ordinance, including its grants.
Bank ar OCCB for purposes of this division means the Oconee County Conservation Bank.
Board means the governing board of the bank.

Conservation easement means an interest in real property as defined by Chapter 8 of Title 27 South Carolina Code of

Laws, the South Carolina Conservation Easement Act of 1991,
Councif or county councilmeans Oconee County Council.
County means Oconee County, South Carolina.

Eligible OCCB recipient or recipient means any of the following:

(1} QOconee County,
{2) A municipality in Oconee County;

{3) Anindependent agency or commission in Oconee County whose mission directly relates to the
conservation of lands and natural, cultural and historic resources;

(4) A not-for-profit charitable corporation or trust authorized to do business in this state and organized and
operated for natural resource conservation, land conservation, or historical preservation purposes, and
having tax-exempt status as a public charity under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and

having the power to acquire, hold, and maintain interests in land for these purposes;

(5) Federal, state, and local agencies organized and operated for natural resource protection, land
conservation, or historical preservation purposes.

interests in lands means fee simple titles to lands or conservation easements on land.
Land means real property, including highlands and wetlands of any description.

(Ord. No. 2020-16, § 1(Exh. A), 10-6-2020)

Sec. 2-400. - Board.

{a) The bank will be governed by a seven-member board ("board"} appointed by Oconee County Council in

accordance with the following requirements and recommendations:
(1) Each board member's primary residence shall be located in Oconee County; and
{2) At least one of the appointed board members shall be from each of the county council districts; and

{3) The council shall endeavor to appoint but not require candidates to be appointed as follows:
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A board member or executive officer of a charitable corporation or trust authorized to do business in th
one of the following:
(i} Actively engaged in the acquisition of interests in land from voluntary sellers for the purposes of
natural resource or land conservation in Oconee County; or
(i) Is organized for historic or cultural preservation purposes; or
{iii} !s an organization that represents hunting, fishing or outdoor recreation interests; and

+ A board member who is an owner of rural real property who is actively engaged in the management
and operation of forestlands, farmlands, or wildlife habitat; and

« A board member who is actively engaged in one of the following:
(i) The real estate business; or
(i) The business of appraising forestland, farmland, or conservation easements; or
{iiiy The business of banking, finance or accounting; or
(iv) Alicensed attorney admitted to practice before the South Carolina Supreme Court with an
emphasis in real estate or land use law.

+ To the extent possible, all appointed board members should have a demonstrated background,
experience, and interest in the conservation of lands with significant natural, cultural and/or historical
resources.

(b} The initial terms of the at-large board members shall be for two years, the terms of the board members from
county councdil district numbers 1, 3 and 5 shall be for three years, and the terms for the board members
from county council district numbers 2 and 4 shall be for four years. Thereafter, all terms shall be for four
years. All members may be reappointed. Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired portion of the term.

(c} Members shall serve without compensation, but may receive such mileage and per diem as may be
authorized and appropriated by Gconee County Council. The board shall elect a chair and other officers as
the board deems necessary. The board shall adopt rules and procedures to conduct its meetings, consistent
with those used by county council.

{d) The board is a public body and its members are hereby expressly subject to, among other applicable laws
and regulations, the South Carolina Ethics Act, and the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act, as
amended, and shall perform their duties in accordance with their provisions.

(e) The board shall meet at least three times per year in regularly scheduled meetings and in special meetings as
the chair may call, all open to the public {except for executive sessions when duly held in accordance with
faw). All meetings shall be conducted in accordance with the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act.

{f) The board shall report to council any member who, without adequate excuse such as documented illness,

misses three consecutive meetings or @ majority of meetings for any year.
{Ord. No. 2020-16, § H(Exh. A), 10-6-2020)

Sec. 2-401. - Board duties and responsibilities.

(3) The board is authorized to:

(1} Award grants from the OCCB fund (defined herein} to "Eligible OCCB Recipients” for the purchase of land
or interests in land that meet the criteria contained in_section 2-443; and
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(b)

{c)

(d)

{2) Apply for and receive funding for the OCCB fund, for the bank, from federal, state, private and other source:
used as provided in this division; and

{3} Receive charitable contributions and donations to the OCCB fund, for the bank, to be used as provided in
this division; and

(4) Receive contributions to the OCCB fund, for the bank, in satisfaction of any public or private obligation for
environmental mitigation or habitat conservation, whether such obligation arises out of law, equity,
contract, regulation, administrative proceeding, or judicial proceeding. Such contributions shall be used
as provided for in this division.

To carry out its functions, the bank shall:

{1) Operate a program which includes:
a. Developing a ranking system for applications for program participation, including grants, pursuant to

the criteria contained in_section 2-403;

b. Receiving grant and participation applications from eligible OCCB recipients pursuant to_section 2-
404;

¢. Evaluating applications from eligible OCCB recipients for eligibility for grants and to participate in the
program pursuant to_segtion 2-404;
d. Reviewing and ranking applications from eligible OCCB recipients for grants and to participate in the

program pursuant to the ranking system;
e. Recommending the approval of certain applications to county council pursuant to_section 2-404;
{(2) Establish additional guidelines and procedures, consistent with this division, as necessary to implement
this division; and
(3} Submit an annual report to Oconee County Council concerning all matters addressed by this division.

The county administrator is directed to provide administrative resources and support needed to operate and
manage the OCCB, other than financial resources and support, to the extent possible, and within existing
resources of the county. When and if deemed appropriate by the board, the board may seek county council's
approval to hire permanent staff, who will be county staff, reporting to the administrator.

Operating expenses of the bank may be paid out of the OCCB fund in accordance with Oconee County
Policies and Procedures, and, as authorized and appropriated by county council, provided such expenses
shall not exceed ten percent of the total annual OCCB funding amount. Notwithstanding any other provision
of this division, Oconee County tax dollars shall not be used for the operation or purposes of the bank.

(Ord. No. 2020-16, 8§ 1(Exh. A), 10-6-2020)

Sec. 2-402. -

OCCB fund.

The Oconee County Treasurer shall establish an account separate and distinct from all other funds appropriated by
county council, called the Oconee County Conservation Bank Fund (the “OCCB fund”). The OCCB fund shall receive
revenues as noted herein, and from the county according to one or more funding measures approved by Oconee

County Council. The council acknowledges and agrees that county funding measures should be undertaken as soon as
feasible, consistent with overall budget priorities of the county, in order to avoid escalating land costs and lost
acquisition opportunities. The OCCB fund shall be used only for the purposes set forth herein. Funds donated to the
OCCB by third parties shall not be re-directed by council.
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(Ord. No. 2020-16, § 1{Exh. A), 10-6-2020)

Sec. 2-403. - Criteria.

{a) The board shall use the following conservation criteria in developing a ranking system for applications
pursuant to_section 2-401(b}1).

(1)

(2)
{3

(4)
(5)
{6)

(7}
(8}
{9)
(10
(1
(12)

Environmental sensitivity.
a. Presence of wetlands.
b. Frontage on USGS Blue Line Stream.

¢. Water quality classification of such stream by the South Carolina Department of Health and

Environmental Control.

d. Presence of threatened/endangered species.

e. Habitat suitable for threatened/endangered species.

f. Habitat suitable for native wildlife species.

g Extent of biological diversity.

h. Presence of unique geological/natural features.

Percentage of property sharing a boundary with protected land.
Histaric/cultural features.

a. Contains feature designated on the National Historic Register.

k. Contains feature eligible for the National Historic Register.

¢. Contains historic/prehistoric structures.

d. Contains historic/prehistoric site or location of a historic event.
Percentage of property containing prime/statewide important soil types.
Extent of active farming on property and extent proposed to be kept as wooded land or farmland.
Extent of public visibility of property.

a. Visibility from public roads.

b. visibility from pubtic land.

Scenic view from property or preservation of general scenic nature of that part of county.
Extent of public access.

Location of property.
Threat of development.

Size of property.

Potential impact on water quality in wetlands or water bodies not on the property.

(b) The board shall use the following financial criteria in developing the ranking system for applications for

participation in the program and grants pursuant to subsection_2-402(b}1).

(1)
2)

Funding percentage of appraised fee simple or conservation easement value requested;

Amount of applicable partnerships, matching contributions, management agreements, management
leases, and similar collaborations among state agencies, federal agencies, eligible OCCB recipients, and
local governments, boards, and commissions;
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(3} No matching funds or other contributions are required to receive grants from the OCCB fund. However,
the commitment of such other funds shall be a factor considered by the board in its evaluation and
recommendation of the applications,

(Ord. No. 2020-16, & 1{Exh. A), 10-6-2020)

Sec. 2-404. - Program and procedures.

(a) Application.

(1) An eligible OCCB recipient independently or in conjunction with the landowner may apply for a grant
from the OCCB by submitting an application in accordance with the rules and procedures established by
the board under and consistent with this divisian.

(2) within five business days of the submittal of an application to the QCCB, the eligible OCCB recipient must
notify in writing all landowners adjacent to the subject property of the application. Within 30 days of
receipt of said notice, contiguous landowners and other interested parties may submit in writing to the
board their views in support of or in oppaosition to the application.

(3) Prior to the submission of its application, the eligible OCCB recipient must notify in writing the owner of
the land that is the subject of the application of the following:

a. That interests in land purchased with GCCB funds result in a permanent conveyance of such interests
in land from the landowner to the eligible OCCB recipient and its assigns; and

b. That it may be in the landowner's interest to retain independent legal counsel, perform appraisals,
create surveys, and seek other professional advice; and

The application must contain an affirmation that the notice requirement of this subsection has been met,

and the commitment of the landowner to convey title to or an easement on the property if grant funds

are approved for the property, all signed by the landowner and duly notarized by a notary public of the
State of South Carolina.

(4} In each application, the eligible OCCB recipient must provide information regarding how the proposal
meets the criteria contained in_section 2-403.

(5} For each grant application the applicant shall specify:
a. The purpose of the application;
b. How the application satisfies the criteria contained in_section 2-403;
¢. The uses to which the land will be put;
d. The party responsible for managing and maintaining the land; and
e. The parties responsible for enforcing any conservation easement or other restrictions upon the land.

(6) Where an eligible OCCB recipient seeks an OCCB grant to acquire fee title to land, the eligible OCCB
recipient must demonstrate both the expertise and financial resources to manage the land for the
purposes set forth in its application. The board shall require an eligible OCCB recipient acquiring fee title
to land to place a conservation easement on such property or include language in the deed to ensure that
the property is permanently protected.

{7) Where an eligible OCCB recipient seeks an OCCB grant to acquire a conservation easement, the eligible
OCCB recipient must demonstrate both the expertise and financial resources to monitor and enforce the
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restrictions placed upon the land for the purposes set forth in its application. The board shall evaluate
each proposal to determine the qualifications of the proposed managing party and to determine whether
the proposed management is consistent with the purposes set forth in the application.
{8) The board shall establish reasonable procedures and requirements to ensure that the personal
information of eligible OCCB recipients and property owners is protected as permitted by the South
Carolina Freedom of Information Act,
(b} Application review.

{1) The board shall accept three rounds of applications per calendar year in accordance with the following
deadlines: April 1st, August 1st, and November 1st.

{2) The board shall evaluate each application according to the criteria contained in_section 2-403 of this
division and recommend approval of application and associated grants to county council based on how
well the proposals meet these criteria. The more criteria a proposal satisfies, the higher priority it shall be
given.

(3) The board shall evaluate each application and submit recommendations to county council within 90 days
of each application deadline referred to in subsection {b){1). The recammendation of an application may
be for full approval, partial approval or disapproval.

{(4) Inrecommending the awarding of a grant from the OCCB fund, the board shall set forth findings that
indicate the items below. The board may delegate to one of its members this duty to write a report

summarizing the board's findings and delivering it to council:

a. How the application meets the criteria set forth in_section 2-403;

b. The purpose of the award and the use to which the land will be put;
¢. The party responsible for managing and maintaining the land;

d. The party responsible for monitoring and enforcing any conservation easements or other restrictions

upon the land;

e. How the parties designated in items ¢. and d. possess the expertise and financial resources to fulfill
their obligations;

f. The availability of funds in the OCCB fund for the award;
g. Any ather findings or information relevant to the award.

{5) County council shall take action on the board's recommendations within 30 days of the beoard’s
submission thereof. The council shall consider and vote on each recommendation individually. The
council shall accept the recommendation of the board for the award of a grant unless (i) it is determined
that there are not sufficient funds in the OCCB fund for the award or (i) at least a majority of the council
members present and voting vote to reject the recommendation. If the board's recommendation for the
award of a grant is approved by council, the award shall be made and the transaction closed in
accordance with subsection ().

(6) The board may only authorize grants to purchase interests in lands at or below fair market value
pursuant to a current (within 12 months of grant approval by county council), independent certified
appraisal. The board may accept a market analysis update covering the time period from the date of the
original appraisal to the present in the form of a letter prepared and signed by the original appraiser. Said
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market analysis update letter must be submitted to the board no later than 30 days prior to the next
scheduled board meeting. The board shall establish reasonabile procedures and requirements to ensure

the confidentiality of appraisals.

(¢} Grantaward.

{1)

(2}

(3)

4

(5}

The board shall notify the eligible OCCB recipient of its recommendation and the action taken by county
council on the application.

If the board recommends the application in whole or in part and the recommendation is approved by
county council in accordance with subsection (b)(5}, the eligible OCCB recipient and the owner of the
interest in the land identified in the application shall have a period of four months from the date of the
county council's approval to decide whether to accept the award. Within 14 days of acceptance of the
grant award the eligible OCCB recipient shall execute and record a grant agreement or memorandum
thereof, which shall be in a form approved by the board. Said grant agreement shall include provisions
for the indemnification and reimbursement of the OCCB far improperly used OCCB funds, or title issues
or defects, perpetual monitaring and enfarcement, and other actions pursuant to_section 2-405.

The eligible OCCB recipient shall submit the following documents to the board prior to closing the

transaction and the board and the county attorney or an attorney designated by the county administrator

on recommendation of the board shall review and approve the documents before QCCB funds can be

disbursed:

a. A certified appraisal satisfying the requirements of subsection {b){6};

b. Afinal draft of the conservation easement and/or deed, a final draft of the settlement statement, a
final draft of the title insurance commitment and exceptions, and the grant agreement required

pursuant to subsection_2-404(c)2).

¢. In order to identify potential liability pursuant to applicable state or federal environmental laws or

regulations, a certified environmental hazard assessment shall be conducted on lands before the

disbursement of OCCB funds for the acquisition of all interest in such lands except as provided below

in subsection {c}3)d.

d. An application for such interest in land shail gualify as a small grant application if the amount
requested is less than $30,000.00 or ten percent of the appraised fair market value of either the
conservation easement or fee simple acquisition, whichever value is smaller. The environmental
assessment required in subsection {c}(3)c. shall be waived for applications for interest in land
qualified as a small grant, as defined herein, unless specifically required on a case by case basis by
the board.

The bank and eligible OCCB recipients receiving monies from the OCCB fund shall retain all records of

acquisition of interests in land with OCCB funds including, but not limited to deeds, title documents,

contracts, surveys, inventories, appraisals, title insurance policies, environmental assessments, and
closing documents.

The board shall disburse OCCB funds to eligible OCCB recipients and the closing shall occur after all

applicable requirements of this section are fully satisfied, provided the closing shall take place no later

than one year after the eligible OCCB recipient and owner of the interest in land decide to accept the
award unless the board, for good cause shown, extends the deadline for a period not to exceed six

months,
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(6) No later than 60 days after the day of closing, the QCCB grant recipient shall submit a report to the board d¢
how the OCCB grant funds were distributed or used and the status of the project. The report shall include st
documentation, such as the closing settlement statement, disbursement statement, and the recorded conse

easement or deed.

{Ord. No. 2020-16, § 1(Exh. A}, 10-6-2020)

Sec. 2-405. -

{a)
{b)

{c)

(d)

{e)

(f)

Use of funds.

Only eligible OCCB recipients may acquire interests in lands with OCCB funds.
The bank may purchase an interest in land on behalf of Oconee County subject to the criteria contained in
section 2-403.

QCCB funds shall be used only by eligible OCCB recipients for the acquisition of interests in land, including
closing costs. "Closing costs" shall include recording fees, deed transfer or documentary stamp fees, the costs
of performing the work and providing the documentation required under subsection_2-404(c)(3), attorney's’

fees, and the cost of obtaining surveys or an updated market analysis pursuant to subsection_2-404(b)(6). The

board shall have the discretion to allow the OCCB funds to be used solely for closing costs after considering
the amount of the award, the value of the project, the amount of the closing costs, or other factors. In the
event that OCCB determines that OCCB funds were spent for purposes other than those listed in this
subsection or the grant agreement, the eligible OCCB recipient or property owner shall reimburse the OCCB
in the amount of the improperly used funds, plus interest.

All interests in land acquired with OCCB funds shall be held by the eligible OCCB recipient approved by the
board to acquire the interest in land; except that an interest in land obtained with OCCB funds may be
assigned from one eligible OCCB recipient to another upon approval of the board by majority vote. In the
event that there is a mortgage on any property interest protected through the use of OCCB funds, the eligible
OCCB recipient and property owner, if any, shall notify and inform the mortgagee or debt-holder that the
mortgage will be subordinate to the conservation easement or conservation provisions in the deed. The
eligible OCCB recipient shall copy the QCCB on the notice and information to the mortgagee.
The owner of the fee simple title to property upon which a conservation easement was purchased with OCCB
funds, whether the original owner that conveyed the conservation easement or a successor-in- interest, may
reacquire and thereby terminate or extinguish that conservation easement, whether in whole or in part, only
by complying with all of the following:
(1) Proving that the original conservation and/or historic values of the protected land have been lost or
substantially impaired by factors beyond the owner’s control;
(2) Obtaining unanimous approval by the OCCB board;
(3) Obtaining unanimous approval by county councii;
(4) Obtaining approval by the Oconee County Court of Commen Pleas; and
(5) Making payment in cash to the OCCB fund of whichever is higher of the original fair market value or the
current fair market value of the conservation easement, as determined by a certified appraisal paid for by
the owner of fee simple title to the property.
If an eligible OCCB recipient acquires fee simple title to land for conservation and/or historic purposes with
OCCB funds, that land may not be sold, transferred, assigned, alienated, or converted to a use other than the
use set forth in the grant award except by complying with all of the following:
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(g

(h}

()

{1) Proving that the original conservation and/or historic values of the protected land have been lost or
substantially impaired by factors beyond the owner's control;

{2} Obtaining unanimous approval by the OCCB board;
(3) Obtaining unanimous approval by county council;
(4) Obtaining approval by the Oconee County Court of Comman Pleas; and

{5} Making payment in cash to the OCCB fund of whichever is higher of the ariginal fair market value or the
current fair market value of the protected land, as determined by a certified appraisal paid for by the
eligible OCCB recipient.

If any interests in lands that have been acquired by an eligible OCCB recipient with OCCB funds are
extinguished, terminated, sold, transferred, assigned, alienated, or converted pursuant 1o subsections {e) and
(f}, the eligible OCCB recipient extinguishing, selling, transferring, assigning, alienating, or converting the
interests in land shall replace them with the interests in land of substantially equal current fair market value,
with any excess from the sale of the prior interests being used by contribution to the OCCB fund. The
replacement land shall have the same or greater significance when evaluated under the criteria set forth in
section 2-403. The board shall verify that suitable replacement interests in lands have been identified and will
be obtained before authorizing that any interest in land purchased with OCCB funds be extinguished, sold,
transferred, assigned, alienated, or conveyed. Where replacement in whole or in part is impossible, funds
realized which are not used for replacement interests in land must be credited to the OCCB fund. Where
funding for an original acquisition was from multiple sources, funds realized must be credited to the OCCB
fund under this section in proportion equal to the contribution that OCCB funds made to the eriginal
acquisition,

The eligible OCCB recipient or property owner shali notify the board in the event that a claim against the title
to the property has been made.

In the event that the title to the protected property interest is invalidated or otherwise found to be deficient,
the board shall be reimbursed by the eligible OCCB recipient and/or owner in an amount up to the amount of

the award approved by county council and disbursed to the eligible OCCB recipient.

In the event that there is no conservation easement on a property funded by the OCCB, the county
administrator shall be responsible for ensuring that the owner of the property complies with the ordinance
and for enforcing the provisions of the ordinance. The grant agreement shall specify that the county shall be

able to access the property for monitoring and/or enfarcement purposes.

{Ord. No. 2020-16, § 1(Exh. A), 10-6-2020)

Sec, 2-4086, -

Eminent domain or condemnation proceedings.

OCCB funds may not be used to acquire interests in lands or other interests in real property through the exercise of

any power of eminent domain or condemnation proceedings.

(Ord. No. 2011-16, § IX, 9-6-2011)

Sec. 2-407. -

Recreational and economic use.
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The provisions of this division shall not be construed to eliminate or unreasonably restrict hunting, fishing, farming,
forestry, timber management, or wildlife habitat management, as regulated by the law of this state, upon lands for
which interests in lands are obtained pursuant to this division. These and other traditional and compatible activities

may be conducted, where appropriate, upon lands protected with OCCB funds.

{Ord. No. 2020-16, § 1(Exh. A}, 10-6-2020)

Sec. 2-408. - Conservation easements.

When QCCB funds are used to purchase a conservation easement on land, the conservation easement shall be the
controlling legal document regarding what is and what is not permitted upon the land, how the land will be protected,
and what rights are vested with the eligible OCCB recipient and its assigns which holds the conservation easement. If
any inconsistencies or ambiguities arise between the provisions of this ordinance and the terms and conditions of the
conservation easement purchased with OCCB funds, the terms and conditions of the conservation easement shall
prevail, The eligible OCCB recipient shall have sole responsibility for monitoring the property subject to the conservation

easement and for enforcing the terms and conditions thereof.

{Ord. Na. 2020-16, § 1{Exh. A), 10-6-2020)

Sec. 2-409. - Historic properties.

The board may authorize up to ten percent of the annual OCCB appropriation to acquire interests in land that qualify
solely as a historic or cultural feature according to the criteria contained in_section 2-403.

{(Ord. No. 2020-16, § 1{Exh. A), 10-6-2020)
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PUBLISHER'S AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF OCONEE

OGCONEE COUNTY COUNCIL

IN RE: The Oconee Conservation Bank Board Meeting Schedule 2021

BEFORE ME the undersigned, a Notary Public for the State and County above named,
This day personally came before me, Hal Welch, who being first duly sworn according

to law, says that he is the General Manager of THE JOURNAL, a newspaper published
Tuesday through Saturday in Seneca, SC and distributed in Oconee County, Pickens
County and the Pendleton area of Anderson County and the notice (of which the annexed
is a true copy) was inserted in said papers on 02/12/2021

and the rate charged therefore is not in excess of the regular rates charged privatz

individuals for similar insertions.

HarWelch

General Manager

_H\.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this ,( / i ( !

02/12/2021 st
e an Lrere,, Aubry Bethea
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BOATS & ACCESSORIES tion will be made available upon request.
NOTICE OF APPLICATION

NOTICE 1S HEREBY given that Food

BOFa;OLa';SOSn?aIp?ne gon‘ LLG intends to apply to the

outh Carolina Department of Reve-

171., 75hp nue for a license gndfor permit that

Evinrude Starflite will allow the sale and OFF premises

Requires assembly. consumption of BEER AND WINE at
$2000 Firm 191 Bllo Plaza, Seneca, SC 28678.

(not separate) To object to the issuance of this

license and/or permit, written protest
must be postmarked no later than

JC Pontoon Canvas Top
FEBRUARY 21, 2021.

§100

Call evenings.

Aepeat number in message.
No number, no call back.
Please call 864-247-4762
if interested.

For a protest to ba valid, it must be in
writing, and should include the
following infarmation:

(1) The name, address and tele-
phaone number of the person filing the
protast;

(2) The specitic reasons why the
application should be denied;

B TRANSPORTATION (3) That the person protesting is
willing to attend a hearing (if one is
WANTED TO BUY requested by the applicant);
(4) That the person protesting
resides in the same county where the
: proposed place of business is
FF\:}}EEO;;\!&%‘I;EP‘ located or within five .miles of the

businass; and,

(5) The name of the applicant and
the address of the premises to be
licansed.

cylinders and cans.
R12, R500, R11, R113, Ri14.
Convenient. Certified

Professionals
Call 312-29_1 -9169 Protests must ba mailed to: SCDOR,
or visit ABL SECTION, P.O. Box 125,

RifrigerantFinders.com Colurnbln'

SC 28214-0807; or
t L}

Public Notice
The Oconee County Conservation Bank
Board will meet on the following
dates/times in Council Chambers, 415
South Pine Street, Walhalla, SC unless
otherwise advertised:

March 2, 2021;

April 6, 2021;

May 18, 2021;

August 10, 2021;

September 21, 2021;
November 9, 2021;
December 14, 2021,
and February 8, 2022.
All meetings are scheduled for 9:00 a.m.

l{l‘:J I’ l ‘;’\l ,S & More

University Place, (1emson ...u..uuesseesesesn4BR/2BA, Fumished....., v 31000-61150
UniVersity TITACe. .....ouuumssmssseersrensrarend BR/2BA, Fumished...usisese $1150-51300
Chadsworth Commons, Clemson..........2BR/2BA & 2BR2.5BA..............$§950-51000
Tiliman Place, Clemson ABR/2BA $1200-§1570
Village Green, C1emSon.....cmsccuscns 2BR/1.5BA, Townhouse.............$825-3835

Looking For A New..
Job? Car? Home? Pet?
Find It Here!

Cedarwood, Clemson 2BR/2BA $720-5750
Crawford Falls, Clemson 3BRor 4BR $2200
Lindsay Rd., (1emson......umms 1BR/TBA, Washer & Dryer s d525
Creekside, (1emSON...ummsmmsseersessssseseSTUHI0 INcludes UtHTitieS ... $525

E. Tamassee Dr,, Séneca.......3BR/2BA House, Lawn & Trash Services Inc.........$1500
Rochester HWY,, SeN@, ..vvsessusscre IBR/1BA...vcees1 Person=5625, 2 People=5640
Weatherstone, Central.....c.ccumcsnsnes e IBRIZBAHOUSE, ..oonsissinsersasassssssrmnes 31800

e
APARTMENTS 1 BR » Efficiencies * 2 BR » 3BR * 4BR
Fumished « Unfurmished » $425 and Up ® Mini Warehouses $20-$100

Foothills Property Management
1017 Tiger Bivd. at ReMax, Clemson, SC

RobyVoatez, D Boug;s 864-654-1000 Rengﬁa@m

lﬂlII(IIIE_ T
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 HOME IMPROVEMENT

: Building Services
A Duck of Fire.. CARPENTRY
Gas Logs & Fireplace Services PLUMBING

: ELECTRICAL

! 1] Gas Appliances Installed

B v g e o e ek e ke de e deode W e

Insured & Certified » Underbrush Clearing * Mulch Instaliation
4 2 » Yard Clean Ups = Pressure Cleaning
i Call or Email Andrew at » Deck Stalning/Painting
| 864-888-7328 feN Henderson
§ Elwood8323@A0L.com 864-557-7496

»

o otieal i K e e e e s iecei

e i i AT S

| *x A r xRk R R Kk x

1° Siding

» Porches & Decks

| (leaning Serwces “ilin & Jex
Debra Cagwood Call For FREE Estimates

X Residential & Commerical

= Woekly/Bi-Weekly/Monthly
«Spacial Events X
= Mave In/Out
Please call:

864-406-6368

wﬁ:.'-"rime
Fighter

Jaxon Ham: 864-903-4040

J. Dalen

Professional

PAINTING

Fireplace Construction FREE ESTIMATES

Gas Lines & 864-647-4705
Logs Installation John Dalen
Wood Stoves &

LEAVING SPOTLESS
DETAILS, LANDSCAPING
& PRESSURE WASHING
Residential ¢ Commercial

Landscape Maintenance
+ Leaf Removal = Lawn Mowing

“We Will Beat Any
Competitors Price”

Robinson Concrete
Finishing of Clemson

Over 40 yrs. Experience!

Specializing in all types
Construction & Roofing, LLC of concrete work!
WC & Insured !m
L]
s Roofing P
« Deck &Dock s, bl
Restoration WMPH’
= Painting

o Gutters Inst. & Cleaning

Piease call
864-650-1843 or
864-614-9269

864-784-1148

cesars.progcs@gmail.com

Find A Local Professional

(9]

| 4 B -




OCONEE COUNTY CONSERVATION BANK GRANTS DISBURSED & PENDING

FEBRUARY 8, 2022
PROJECT/OWNER; GRANT CLOSING | ACRES | RECPIENT, PURPOSE CONSERVATION
OWNER/EASEMENT HOLDER APPLICANT EASEMENT/FEE SIMPLE
Oconee Towne; SC DNR $9,567.33 6/5/2017 53.68 | Upstate Forever, History, Conservation, Fee Simple
Naturaland Trust Public Access
Jerry Powell; OSWCD $7,500.00 | 8/17/2017 94.10 | Oconee Soil & Water | Working Farm, Conservation Easement
Conservation District | Conservation
McKinney Creek Oconee Bell $58,000.00 | 12/5/2019 195.60 | Naturaland Trust Conservation, Public Fee Simple
Preserve/Cliff Timber LLC; The Access
Naturaland Trust
Gary and Christy Lyle; OSWCD $45,000.00 | 6/17/2020 165.89 | Oconee Soil & Water | Working Farm, Conservation Easement
Conservation District | Conservation, Water
Quality Protection
Chapman Bridge Oconee Bell $88,000.00 | 7/29/2020 | 238.72 | Naturaland Trust Conservation, Public Fee Simple
Preserve/Cliff Timber LLC; The Access
Naturaland Trust
Elaine Morris Trust; UF $12,500.00 | 12/22/2020 26.26 | Upstate Forever Conservation Conservation Easement
Whetstone Creek Preserve/Lyles $66,100.00 | 12/29/2020 155.56 | Upstate Forever, Working Farm, Fee Simple
Estate; Naturaland Trust Naturaland Trust Conservation, Water
Quality Protection
Taychoedah/Dorothy Heger and $17,999.00 | 09/02/2021 42.02 | Upstate Forever Water Quality, Habitat Conservation Easement
Geary Hughes; UF Protection
Peggy Moore; OSWCD $10,000.00 | 10/07/2021 58.60 | Oconee Soil & Water | Working Farm, Water Conservation Easement
Conservation District | Quality Protection
Whetstone Hill/Ernest Lombard; $11,499.00 | 12/15/2021 38.10 | Upstate Forever Working Farm, Water Conservation Easement
UF Quality, Habitat Protection
Crawford Mill; Foothills Farmstead $29,999.00 | 1/26/2022 40.09 | The Foothills Working Farm, Water Fee Simple with
Farmstead Quality, Historic Site, Conservation Easement
Habitat Protection
Grants Disbursed, Cost/Acre, $356,164.33 | $321.41/Ac | 1108.62 | $221,667.33 or $92,999.00 or 29.6% 643.56 Acres - FS
Acres Protected, % $ and 70.4% Fee Simple Conservation Easement | 424.97 Acres — CE
Acres for FS/CE $344.44/ Ac $240.39/Ac 40.09 Acres — FS & CE
Bank Expenses $154.54
TOTAL EXPENDED $356,318.87 | 99.96%
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OWNER/EASEMENT HOLDER APPLICANT EASEMENT/FEE SIMPLE
Oconee Towne; SC DNR $9,567.33 6/5/2017 53.68 | Upstate Forever, History, Conservation, Fee Simple
Naturaland Trust Public Access
Jerry Powell; OSWCD $7,500.00 | 8/17/2017 94.10 | Oconee Soil & Water | Working Farm, Conservation Easement
Conservation District | Conservation
McKinney Creek Oconee Bell $58,000.00 | 12/5/2019 195.60 | Naturaland Trust Conservation, Public Fee Simple
Preserve/Cliff Timber LLC; The Access
Naturaland Trust
Gary and Christy Lyle; OSWCD $45,000.00 | 6/17/2020 165.89 | Oconee Soil & Water | Working Farm, Conservation Easement
Conservation District | Conservation, Water
Quality Protection
Chapman Bridge Oconee Bell $88,000.00 | 7/29/2020 | 238.72 | Naturaland Trust Conservation, Public Fee Simple
Preserve/Cliff Timber LLC; The Access
Naturaland Trust
Elaine Morris Trust; UF $12,500.00 | 12/22/2020 26.26 | Upstate Forever Conservation Conservation Easement
Whetstone Creek Preserve/Lyles $66,100.00 | 12/29/2020 155.56 | Upstate Forever, Working Farm, Fee Simple
Estate; Naturaland Trust Naturaland Trust Conservation, Water
Quality Protection
Taychoedah/Dorothy Heger and $17,999.00 | 09/02/2021 42.02 | Upstate Forever Water Quality, Habitat Conservation Easement
Geary Hughes; UF Protection
Peggy Moore; OSWCD $10,000.00 | 10/07/2021 58.60 | Oconee Soil & Water | Working Farm, Water Conservation Easement
Conservation District | Quality Protection
Whetstone Hill/Ernest Lombard; $11,499.00 | 12/15/2021 38.10 | Upstate Forever Working Farm, Water Conservation Easement
UF Quality, Habitat Protection
Crawford Mill; Foothills Farmstead $29,999.00 | 1/26/2022 40.09 | The Foothills Working Farm, Water Fee Simple with
Farmstead Quality, Historic Site, Conservation Easement
Habitat Protection
Grants Disbursed, Cost/Acre, $356,164.33 | $321.41/Ac | 1108.62 | $221,667.33 or $92,999.00 or 29.6% 643.56 Acres - FS
Acres Protected, % $ and 70.4% Fee Simple Conservation Easement | 424.97 Acres — CE
Acres for FS/CE $344.44/ Ac $240.39/Ac 40.09 Acres — FS & CE
Bank Expenses $154.54
TOTAL EXPENDED $356,318.87 | 99.96%
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DAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2022

\ESERVE: ‘It’s been in my family at least 100 years’

FROM PAGE Al

ited the property after
father’s death in 1968. His
er deeded his part of the
rty to Keese in 2005.
ig Keese says he has vivid
yries of spending time there
id.

emember coming down
with my dad and mother
irother,” he said. “We would
to the upper falls and stand
r there on a hot afternoon.
idn’t have air conditioning.”
{ay, the land is no longer in
‘eese family, but he has rea-
o celebrate. He sold the land
1tly to preserve it for gener-
5 to come with the help of
Jconee County Conservation
: (OCCB) and other entities.
a conservation bank was

ed a little more than 10 years
o help people who want to pre-
s natural and historical land
agh grants. The OCCB board
1sses applications and makes
mmendations to Oconee

1ty Council for approval.

ese sold the 38 acres to Foot-
; Farmstead LLC througha
simple” purchase last week,’
led in large part by a grant .
1 the South Carolina Land

k. A conservation easement,
.by the Oconee County Soil
Water Conservation District,
also placed on the property

ing the closing.

sese approached Nick Gam-

1 of Foothills Farmstead
Eddie Martin of the conser-

on district to find a way to

serve the mill site “to see it

served and taken care of.”
didn’t want it developed,”

se said.

{IDDEN GEM'

eese said the agreement will
serve the land with its wa-
alls, scenic views and other
ural beauty for years to come,
ile making it available for the
lic to visit.

[ wanted to help control what
ras used for,” he said. “It’s

been in the family since the end
of the Revolutionary War. Ijust
wanted to get it on solid footing
so it wouldn’t be in discussion
with lawyers once I passed away.
“It should be viewed as a hidden
gem for the county, attracting vis-
itors to see that property,” Keese
added. “I think it needs to be
preserved for attracting visitors
to walk around and see nature
__to see various exotic plants ...
things out of the ordinary, We are
glad and really honored to have
this done and feel good, just like
we felt the whole time.”
Keese’s nephew, Ryan Keese,
is a member of the conservation
board, but didn’t participate
in the discussion and vote by
the board on the Crawford Mill
property last fall because of the
potential conflict of interest. He
said the mill burned down in the
1780s, but would likely be restored
as part of the preservation efforts.
“1 think the potential for the
mill site is essential — a lot of
things can be done with that,”
Ryan Keese said. “One thing the
land bank was really excited
about is that this was being done
in conjunction with the Oakway
Farmstead. That's a 1900-era
farm, and this is going to be set

EMILY WILSON | THE JOURNAL
Craig Keese, center, prepares to sign documents turning over owner-
ship of land that has been in his family for 240 years as his daughter,
Meredith Dobson, and Oconee County Soil and Water Conservation
Board chairman Bob Winchester look on.

up to kind of be an 1800-era mill
site farm.”

LIMITING TYPES OF USE

Not too far away in the Oakway
community near Westminster,
Peggy Moore enjoys the peaceful-
ness of the 64 acres she has called
home for most of her life.

“] was raised on this land. I
picked cotton on this land, and
it's been in my family at least 100
years,” she told The Journal.

She said she decided to seek an
easement through the conserva-
tion bank and county council to
limit how the land can be used.

“My dad just loved the land,
and he raised cotton here,” Moore
said. “It has just been inborn —
it’s not something my mom and
dad said, ‘You have to do this’—
but I got to thinking, ‘T'm 79. OK,
Peggy, once you're gone, you don’t
know what your children are
going to do with the property.”

“Can you picture housing
developments? Can you picture
chicken houses? Can you picture
pig parlors being on this prop-
erty? Can you picture this just
going to waste?” And I couldn’t,”

she said. “If there’s some way 1
can protect it — even though it
may go out of my family’s hands

— then I know that it’s going to
stay like it is right now. That’s
what pushed me to do this.”

After graduating from West-
ern Carolina University, Moore
started teaching in Camden,
where she met her husband of 54
years, Don. She lived there about
eight years before they moved to
Oconee County, where they were
both elementary school princi-
pals, with Peggy at Kellett and
later at the district office and
Don at Keowee Elementary.

Moore said she talked to her
family about her plans.

“T see the world is fast-paced
— skip over the feel-good stuff,
family stuff and get to the money
or be able to sell a place where
a big mall could open up or
anything like that, and that’s not
a life to lead,” Moore shared. “I
don’t want my children to lead
that life, although 1 can't control
them. But if I have 64 acres here
that I can control somewhat,
then I'm going to do that.
© «] gtarted talking to the (U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s
Natural Resources Conservation
Service),” she said. “I didn’t know
anyone who had done their land

in a conservation easement. I'd
still like for it to be a cattle farm,
because that's what it’s always
been. I have a grant with the
NRCS, which means someone wil
come and cut unwanted trees.”

But getting it done hasn't
‘been easy, especially during the

COVID-19 pandemic. :
“It's been a long process,”
Moore said. “You've got to depen
on some other people to come in
to give you these services. It take
a while, and I'm not patient.”
Moore worked to make sure th
land could only be used as a cat-

" {le farm or tree farm, so she has

an idea of what the property wil
look like 100 years from now.

“I hope it is just like it is toda
or with a natural pond,” she
said. “I could eventually seea
natural pond.”

ncannada@upstatetoday.com | (864) 573-6680
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FROM PAGE A1

d historical resources
m development.
Jonations started with
145 from residents and
tities in 2011, but grew
2016 with a $618,000 gift
ym Duke Energy.

yince 2017, the con-
:vation bank board

s recommended and
onee County Council

s approved 11 sites for
ants totaling more than
36,000 in conservation
sements and fee simple
rchases to preserve

id.

JCCB board chairman

idy Smith said landown-

i have different reasons
‘preservation.
There are many
1sons — for ecological
egrity, for beauty, for
blic use, for water qual-
protection,” he said.
think it also helps with
ynomic development. A
of people visit Oconee
unty because it's a
utiful place. There's a
of open, natural land,
mland, forest land, pas-
'es, as well as national
ests.
This is all oriented

Up

Our goal at Upstate Insurance Agency is to deliver the best coverage at the
lowest available price, with the company that best suits your unique needs.

toward private conser-
vation,” Smith added. “I
think (conservation) is
important for people who
are living now to see and
love their land the way it
is, and they decide that
they want people in the
future to have the benefit

- of what they enjoy.”

Property owners think-
ing about ways they
can preserve historic or
natural land for future
generations can choose
the fee simple purchase,
where the property is sold
to someone or an organiza-
tion who agrees to preserve
the land, or a conservation
easement, where property
ownership doesn’t change,
but an easement limits how
it can be used.

“Somebody who is farm-
ing it, managing it, living
on it, they want a conser-
vation (easement),” Smith
said, adding a fee simple
purchase is for someone
“who essentially wants to
donate the property, sell
the property for conserva-
tion purposes.”

The conservation bank’s
grants are funded from
some individual and orga-
nizational donations, along

Visit our website foryour life insurance, personal insurance and

commercial insurance needs.

We Invite You To Get A Quote!
Contact us today for a free, no-obligation policy review

and rate quote.

Mike Lawrence
700 W. Main Street, Walhalla
864-344-0085
Mike@upstateinsurance.com

UPSTATEINSURANCE.COM

1229 B Stamp Creek Road, Salem = 864-944-0085 / 108 Nimmons Circle, Seneca » 864-885-9717
700 W. Main Street, Walhalla » 864-638-2341

1UADVILILD
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with the $618,000 one-time  Smithsaid the board
grant from Duke Energy. ¢  wants to have $200,000 a

year available for grant,
to preserve more land.
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Oconee County

Conservation Bank Board

2022 Meeting Dates

April 12, 2022
May 10, 2022
August 9, 2022
September 13, 2022
November 15, 2022
December 13, 2022
February 7, 2023

All meetings are at 9:00 a.m. in Council
Chambers at 415 S. Pine St.,

Walhalla, SC 29691
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