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OCONEE COUNTY  
CONSERVATION BANK BOARD 

415 South Pine Street 
Walhalla, SC  29691 
c/o Clerk to Council  

 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
Community First Bank Account: ******183 

 
 

Period Ending: October 31, 2021 
 
Month Opening Balance                $14,985.00 
 
DEPOSITS: 
 
10/01/2021    $20.00   Horton Law Firm/Taychoedah Closing 
10/07/2021    $200.00 Waterside Crossing 
10/14/2021    $35.00  Morris Closings 
       

 TOTAL DEPOSITS  =   $255.00    
  

 
EXPENDITURES 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES         $10,000.00 
 
 
BALANCE IN ACCOUNT  
AS OF PERIOD ENDING DATE               $5,240.00 
 
 
 
 
Report Submitted by:    ______________________________ 
      Laura Havran 

   Oconee County Conservation Bank Board Treasurer 
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OCONEE COUNTY  
CONSERVATION BANK BOARD 

415 South Pine Street 
Walhalla, SC  29691 
c/o Clerk to Council  

 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
Local Government Investment Pool 

 
 

Period Ending: October 31, 2021 
 
Month Opening Balance              $316,549.18 
 
DEPOSITS 
  Reinvestments [Interest]          $27.90 
 
EXPENDITURES 
                NONE 
 
BALANCE IN ACCOUNT  
AS OF PERIOD ENDING DATE              $316,577.08 
 
  
 
Report Submitted by:    ______________________________ 
      Laura Havran 

   Oconee County Conservation Bank Board Treasurer 
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OCONEE COUNTY  
CONSERVATION BANK BOARD 

415 South Pine Street 
Walhalla, SC  29691 
c/o Clerk to Council  

 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
Local Government Investment Pool 

 
 

Period Ending: November 30, 2021 
 
Month Opening Balance              $316,577.18 
 
DEPOSITS 
  Reinvestments [Interest]          $29.19 
 
EXPENDITURES 
                NONE 
 
BALANCE IN ACCOUNT  
AS OF PERIOD ENDING DATE              $316,606.27 
 
  
 
Report Submitted by:    ______________________________ 
      Laura Havran 

   Oconee County Conservation Bank Board Treasurer 



  Oconee County Conservation Bank 
     Title:  Transfer of Property Interest 
     Policy No.  0005 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Effective Date: December 14, 2021 
Revision Date(s): 
Page __ of 3 
Attachments: Request for Approval to Transfer Property Interest 
 
Purpose: 

This policy provides guidelines for a Landowner who is selling a property interest 
funded in part by the Oconee County Conservation Bank and governs the 
procedures used by the Oconee County Conservation Bank Board to process the 
request to approve the purchaser and ensure that said purchaser understands its 
obligations under the Grant Agreement and Oconee County Code of Ordinances 
Ch. 2, Art. IV, Div. 9. 

Definitions:   

1. The definitions set forth in Chapter 2, Article IV, Division 9, Section 2-399 of 
the Oconee County Code of Ordinances are incorporated by this reference. 

2. “Landowner” means a person(s) or entity desiring to convey a property 
interest in land that was funded in part by a grant from the Oconee County 
Conservation Bank. 

3. “Property/Project” means the common or colloquial name used to identify 
a specific piece of land or project that was the subject of the original 
application for an OCCB grant. 

4. “Purchaser” means the eligible OCCB recipient seeking to acquire a 
property interest in land that was funded in part by a grant from the 
Oconee County Conservation Bank. 

5. “Request” or “request” means the attached Request for Approval to 
Transfer Property Interest. 
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Policy: 

1. Landowner who funded a fee simple purchase of the Property/Project in 
whole or in part with an OCCB grant may transfer fee simple title to the 
Property/Project only to an Eligible OCCB Recipient and with the approval 
of the Oconee Conservation Bank Board.  The Purchaser must demonstrate 
both the expertise and financial resources to manage the land for the 
purposes set forth in the application.   

2. If the transfer is for the fee simple title to land that that was funded in part 
by an OCCB grant, the property is subject to inspection by the County.  The 
board shall require the Purchaser place a conservation easement on such 
property or include the following language in the deed to ensure that the 
property is permanently protected: 
 

Said premises shall be subject to: the provisions of Sections 2-
398 through 2-409 of the Oconee County, South Carolina Code 
of Ordinances, the policies adopted by the Oconee County 
Conservation Bank, and the grant agreement executed by the 
Grantee and Oconee County, such that the premises shall be 
permanently protected for the conservation purposes 
described therein. 

 
3. Landowner who acquired a Conservation Easement on the Property/Project 

in whole or in part with an OCCB grant may transfer the Conservation 
Easement to the Property/Project only to an Eligible OCCB Recipient and 
with the approval of the Oconee Conservation Bank Board. 

4. The Board will accept requests on or before April 1st, August 1st, and 
November 1st of each calendar year. 

5. Landowner may submit a request by filing a request with the Board’s 
administrative staff on or before the deadlines.  

6.  All requests must be submitted in duplicate pursuant to Board Policy No. 
0001 Applicant Privacy.   

7. All requests must be submitted in electronic pdf or similar format. 
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8. The Purchaser must agree to enter into a Grant Agreement with the Board, 
which will be recorded simultaneously with the recording of the deed. 

9. A copy of the Grant Agreement signed by the Purchaser and a final draft of 
the deed or Conservation Easement must be provided to the Board at least 
ten (10) days prior to the closing. 

10. Within sixty (60) days of closing, the Purchaser must provide the Board with 
the executed Grant Agreement and deed or Conservation Easement. 

11. Any interest in land or any portion thereof funded in whole or part by OCCB 
funds shall not transferred without the approval of the Board.  The Board 
has the unilateral authority to approve or deny such transfer.  
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Oconee County Conservation Bank 
Request for Approval to 

Transfer Property Interest 
Oconee County, South Carolina 

 
To be completed pursuant to the  

OCCB Ordinance and OCCB Board Policies No. 0005 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Send Completed Request to: 
 

Oconee County Conservation Bank Board 
c/o Clerk to Council 

via email to: councilclerkinfo@oconeesc.com 
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SECTION I - General Information 
 
 

1. Property/Project Name:           
 

2. Property Address or Description of Location:         
                 

 
Property Interest To Be Transferred:  ____ Fee Simple or  ____ Conservation Easement 

 
3. Grant Recipient Requesting Approval of Property Transfer (“Seller”) 
 

Name of Organization:   _          
 
Contact Name (authorized to sign request):  ___________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email Address              
 
Cell Phone  (       )            
 
Work Phone  (       )            
 

 

Section II – Eligible OCCB Recipient Seeking To Acquire the 
Property Interest “Purchaser” 

 
1. Purchaser Information  

 
Name of Organization             
 
Mailing Address             
                
 
Contact Name (authorized to sign request)        
 
Email Address             
 
Cell Phone  (       )           
 
Work Phone  (       )          
 
Organization EIN              
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Type of Organization (check one): 

 
_____  Oconee County 
 
_____  Municipality located in Oconee County 
 
_____  Oconee County agency or commission whose mission relates to land 

conservation 
 
_____  Public Charity having tax-exempt status under IRS Code of 1986 
 

_____  Federal, State, or local agency operating for natural protection, land 
conservation, or historical preservation purposes 
  

If Purchaser is a public charity that has never received a grant from the OCCB, its governing 
documents are attached, including without limitation  

a. IRS Letter of Determination; 
b. SC Secretary of State Certificate of Existence; 
c.   filed Articles of Incorporation; 
d. most recent filing with the SC Secretary of State; and 
e. most recent filings with federal and state tax authorities. 

 
 
2. Fee Simple Purchase 

 
Please attach a description of the financial resources and qualifications of Purchaser 
to manage the Property/Project. 

 
Does the Purchaser have a conservation land management plan for this 
Property/Project?   

 
If yes, please attach a copy. 
 
If no, please attach a description of the plans for the Property/Project. 

Please attach an explanation of how Purchaser will enforce the deed restrictions on 
the Property/Project. 
 

 
3. Conservation Easement Purchase 

 
How many total acres of land has Purchaser conserved in:  
 

 ________ South Carolina     ________Oconee County     ________Other 
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a. Please attach a description of the lands the Purchaser’s organization has 

preserved in this State and County, include size, location, and method of 
preservation.  

 
Please attach an explanation of how Purchaser will monitor and enforce the 
Conservation Easement. 
 
Please attach a description of the financial resources and qualifications of Purchaser 
to monitor and enforce the Conservation Easement. 
 

4. Purchaser’s Agreement 
 
Purchaser agrees to execute a Grant Agreement and either a Conservation Easement or 
the language required in OCCB Policy No. 0005.  

 
   _____ yes  _____ no 

 
 
 
 
 
SIGNATURE OF SELLER 
 
 
 
__________________________________________  Date:  _____________ 
 
 
SIGNATURE OF PURCHASER 
 
 
 
_______________________________________  Date:  _____________ 
 



Oconee County Conservation Bank 
Title: Bank Account 
Policy No. 0002 

 
 
 

Effective Date: September 15, 2020 
Revision Date(s): April 6, 2021, Sept. 21, 2021, Nov. 9, 2021, Dec. 14, 2021 
Page 1 of 2 
Attachments: Checklist 

 
Purpose: 

This policy governs the procedures used in opening, maintaining, and closing bank 
accounts or investment accounts for the Oconee County Conservation Bank. 

Definitions: 

1. The definitions set forth in Chapter 2, Article IV, Division 9, Section 2-399 of 
the Oconee County Code of Ordinances are incorporated by this reference. 

2. “Community First account” means the OCCB account at Community First 
Bank established by the Board. 

3. “County Administrator” means the Oconee County staff member hired by 
County Council as County Administrator. 

4. “Disburse” means to deliver the funds approved by the Board to the escrow 
account of the closing attorney. 

5. “Grant” means the monetary award made to an Eligible OCCB Recipient. 

6. “Staff Liaison” means the lead County staff member assigned by the County 
Administrator to support the Board in the operation and management of the 
OCCB. 

7. “State Pool” means Local Government Investment Pool managed by the 
State Treasurer pursuant to Sections 6-6-10, 12-45-220, and 11-1-60 of the 
1976 Code of Laws of South Carolina, as amended. 

8. “Treasurer” means the person duly elected as the Treasurer of Oconee 
County. 

 
Policy: 

1. The Chair and Secretary of the Board shall open an account at Community 
First Bank at the Walhalla, SC branch. 
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2. The name on the Community First account shall be the Oconee County 
Conservation Bank with the address as 415 South Pine Street, Walhalla, SC 
29691. 

3. The Board and Staff Liaison and County Administrator shall manage the funds 
in the Community First account on behalf     of the OCCB. 

4. Disbursements from the Community First account shall require two 
signatures, that of either the Staff Liaison or the County Administrator and 
that of either the Chair or the Secretary of the Board. 

5. The Board may invest all or part of the OCCB funds in the State Pool, 
considering the need, if any, to maintain funds in the Community First 
account. 

6. The Treasurer shall manage the OCCB funds in the State Pool on behalf 
of the OCCB. 

7. The Treasurer shall move OCCB funds from the State Pool only upon 
the  authorization of either the Staff Liaison or the County 
Administrator and either the Chair or the Secretary of the Board. 

8. After independently completing, signing, and filing the attached Checklist 
with the Staff Liaison or the County Administrator, either the Staff Liaison 
or the County Administrator and either the Chair or the Secretary of the 
Board shall authorize the disbursement of grant funds by wire or check 
from the Community First account. 



Project Name:  ______________________ 
Closing Deadline:  ____________________ 

CHECKLIST 

OCCB Policy 0002 (Bank Account) 
Rev. 12-14-2021 

 

DATE COMPLETED TASK 

 
Council approved award of grant 

 
Amount of grant approved:    

 
Notification of award to applicant 

 
Applicant provided written acceptance of award 

 
If required, appraisal submitted and reviewed 

  
Confirmed appraisal supports grant amount or revised grant 
amount 

  
Written authorization to County Treasurer to move funds from 
the OCCB State Pool account to Community First account 

 
If requested, closing extension approved 

 
Closing date set:     

 
Closing documents provided to OCCB 

 
Closing documents approved by County attorney and Board 
representative 

 
Grant Agreement agreed to by Applicant 

 
Check or wire transfer completed 

 
 
 

_____________________________________________ 
Board Chair or Secretary    Date 

 
 

_____________________________________________ 
Staff Liaison or County Administrator  Date 



OCONEE COUNTY CONSERVATION BANK GRANTS DISBURSED & PENDING 
November 9, 2021 

PROJECT/OWNER; 
OWNER/EASEMENT HOLDER 

GRANT  CLOSING ACRES RECPIENT, 
APPLICANT 

PURPOSE CONSERVATION 
EASEMENT/FEE  SIMPLE 

Oconee Towne; SC DNR $9,567.33 6/5/2017 53.68 Upstate Forever, 
Naturaland Trust 

History, Conservation, 
Public Access 

Fee Simple 

Jerry Powell; OCWCD $7,500.00 8/17/2017 94.10 Oconee Soil & Water 
Conservation District 

Working Farm, 
Conservation 

Conservation Easement 

McKinney Creek Oconee Bell 
Preserve/Cliff Timber LLC; The 
Naturaland Trust 

$58,000.00 12/5/2019 195.60 Naturaland Trust Conservation, Public 
Access 

Fee Simple 

Gary and Christy Lyle; OSWCD $45,000.00 6/17/2020 165.89 Oconee Soil & Water 
Conservation District 

Working Farm, 
Conservation, Water 
Quality Protection 

Conservation Easement 

Chapman Bridge Oconee Bell 
Preserve/Cliff Timber LLC; The 
Naturaland Trust 

$88,000.00 7/29/2020 238.72 Naturaland Trust Conservation, Public 
Access 

Fee Simple 

Elaine Morris Trust; UF $12,500.00 12/22/2020 26.26 Upstate Forever Conservation Conservation Easement 
Whetstone Creek Preserve/Lyles 
Estate; Naturaland Trust 

$66,100.00 
 

12/29/2020 155.56 Upstate Forever, 
Naturaland Trust 

Working Farm, 
Conservation, Water 
Quality Protection 

Fee Simple 

Taychoedah/Dorothy Heger and 
Geary Hughes; UF 

$17,999.00 09/02/2021 42.02 Upstate Forever Water Quality, Habitat 
Protection 

Conservation Easement 

Peggy Moore; OSWCD $10,000.00 10/07/2021 58.60 Oconee Soil & Water 
Conservation District 

Working Farm, Water 
Quality Protection 

Conservation Easement 

Whetstone Hill/Ernest Lombard; 
UF 

($11,499.00) (PENDING) (38.1) Upstate Forever Working Farm, Water 
Quality, Habitat Protection 

Conservation Easement 

Crawford Mill; Foothills Farmstead ($29,999.00) (PENDING) (40.09) The Foothills 
Farmstead 

Working Farm, Water 
Quality, Historic Site, 
Habitat Protection 

Fee Simple with 
Conservation Easement 

Grants Disbursed, Cost/Acre, 
Acres Protected, % $ and 
Acres for FS/CE  

$314,666.33 
 

$305.37/Ac 1030.43 $221,667.33 or 
70.4% Fee Simple 
$344.44/Ac 

$92,999.00 or 29.6% 
Conservation Easement 
$240.39/Ac 

643.56 Acres or 62.5 % FS 
386.87 Acres or 37.5% CE 

Bank Expenses $154.54      
TOTAL EXPENDED $314,820.87 99.99997%     
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