
A G E N D A 
OCONEE COUNTY  

CONSERVATION BANK BOARD
September 29, 2021 

12:30 PM 
Oconee County Administrative Offices 

Council Chambers, 415 South Pine Street, Walhalla, SC 

1. Call to Order
2. Discussion/Action: Crawford Mill Application Approve/Deny
3. Adjourn

There will not be any Public Comment session at this meeting.  

Assisted Listening Devices [ALD] are available to accommodate the special needs of citizens attending meetings held in Council Chambers. ALD 
requests should be made to the Clerk to Council at least 30 minutes prior to the meeting start time.  

Oconee County Council, Committee, Board & Commission meeting schedules, agendas are posted at the Oconee County Administration Building & on the County Council Website.

BOARD MEMBERS 
Andrew Smith, Chairman, District II Emily Hitchcock, Vice-Chairman, At-Large 
Laura Havran, Treasurer, District I  Ryan Keese, Secretary, District III 
Nicholas Gambrell, District IV  Scuddy Walker, District V  

Charles VanOver, At-Large 
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OCONEE COUNTY CONSERVATION BANK BOARD 
SEC. 2-404(b)(4) FINDINGS 

 
Date: September 29, 2021 
Applicant’s Name: The Foothills Foundation, a South Carolina nonprofit 
corporation with federal tax-exempt status 
Recommended Award: $29,999.00 
Parcel Name: Crawford Mill 
Owner: William C. Keese 
Acres: 40.09 Acres 
Location: Oakway, South Carolina 
Tax Map(s): 335-00-02-026 & 335-00-02-022 

 
A. How the applicant meets the criteria set forth in section 2-403 

Rock Creek runs the entire length of the property and discharges into Lake Hartwell; 
conservation of the property will maintain water quality in the creek and protect water 
quality in Lake Hartwell. 
The property has habitat suitable for threatened and endangered species, such as the 
Golden-winged Warbler and Southern Wood Frog and contains native habitat suitable 
for native species such as the tiger, spotted, and green salamanders. 
The property contains a Native American petroglyph and the site of a mill that operated 
in the late 1700’s. 
The property is extremely scenic with its wide, clear stream and waterfalls that can be 
seen from Rock Creek Road and will provide public access.   
The threat of development of the property is very high as the property is adjacent to 
Highway 11 and very close to I-85 and could easily be converted to a commercial or 
residential development.  

 
B. The purpose of the award and the use to which the land will be put 

The grant will be used to help fund the fee simple purchase and placement of a 
conservation easement on the property.  The Foothills Farmstead plans for the property 
include preserving the water quality of Rock Creek through buffers and erosion control 
measures, protecting and making the Native American petroglyph viewable by the 
public, building a functioning 1700’s era mill on the site where the original mill burned 
down in 1786, and growing and grinding corn, barley, and wheat.  The Foothills 
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Farmstead will use the property to create a 1700’s living history, working farm.  
 
C. The party responsible for managing and maintaining the land 

The Foothills Farmstead will be responsible for managing and maintaining the property 
and intends to partner with the Lake Hartwell Country Regional Tourism Commission, 
which will have the duty of overseeing and administrating the project. 

 
D. The party responsible for monitoring and enforcing any conservation 
easements or other restrictions upon the land 

The Oconee Soil and Water Conservation District will hold a conservation easement on 
the property and will monitor the project and have the authority to bring enforcement 
actions to ensure that the conservation values are protected in perpetuity. 

 
E. How the parties designated in items C And D possess the expertise and 
financial resources to fulfill their obligations 

Though only in business since 2017, The Foothills Farmstead has raised $150,000 to create 
an 1800’s working farmstead on 16 acres it leases from Oconee County and which has 
been open to the public since July 2020.  It has moved an 1870’s farmhouse onto the 
property, which it will complete this year.  It is a 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation with a 
Board of Directors and staff dedicated to its mission to preserve and educate the public 
about the agricultural way of life in the Foothills of the Southern Appalachian 
Mountains.  The Foothills Farmstead’s partnership with the Lake Hartwell Country 
Regional Tourism Commission, which manages the Bart Garrison Agricultural Museum 
and the Century Farm program for the State, will bring invaluable substantive and 
administrative expertise to the project.  Finally, the Oconee Soil and Water Conservation 
District, which holds easements on 2700 acres in Oconee County and maintains a 
monitoring account with Oconee Federal Savings and Loan, will ensure that your 
conservation values on the property are maintained in perpetuity.  

 
F. The availability of funds in the OCCB fund for the award 

The Conservation Bank currently has available funds in the amount of $328,027. 
 

G. Conservation Value and Cost Per Acre for OCCB to support project 
Due to the location of the property, the value to the County as conservation property is 
extremely high and is a bargain at a cost of $748 per acre to the County. 

 
H. Any other findings or information relevant to the award 

The current owner of the property, William C. Keese is from an Oconee County family that 
traces its roots to the inception of America.  Mr. Keese has a strong affinity for the history and 
agricultural heritage of Oconee County.  The property has been appraised at $600,000, yet Mr. 
Keese is going to sell the property to The Foothills Farmstead for $300,000 and insisted that 
The Foothills Farmstead be in charge of this project.  The next step in The Foothills 
Farmstead’s goal of acquiring the property and building the 1700’s working farm is obtain a 
grant from the South Carolina Conservation Bank for $275,000. 
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