
A G E N D A 
OCONEE COUNTY  

CONSERVATION BANK BOARD 
September 17, 2019 

9:00 AM 
Oconee County Administrative Offices 

Council Chambers, 415 South Pine Street, Walhalla, SC 
 
 

1. Call to Order 
 
2. Approval of Minutes 

• August 27, 2019 Meeting 
 
3. Treasurer’s Report    [handouts provided] 

 

Community First Bank 
• August 2019 

 
Local Government Investment Pool [State Pool] 

• August 2019 
 

4. Discussion Items                   [to include Vote and/or Action on matters brought up for discussion, if required] 
• Revisit 2019-2020 Budget 
• Continued discussion and/or action regarding Moore property 
• Continued discussion and/or action regarding William Lyles Estate 
• Discussion and/or action regarding Worthington Hyde Partners 
• Continued discussion regarding Alternate Funding Sources 
• Discussion and/or action regarding Presentation to Oconee County Council 
 

5. New Business 
 
6. Old Business 
 
7. Adjourn 
 
 
 
 
 

 [This agenda is not inclusive of all issues which the board may bring up for discussion at this meeting.] 
 

There will not be any Public Comment session at this meeting. 
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10. Does the eligible trust fund recipient have reasonable documentation to support this request? Please attach.
The proposal will not be considered without adequate substantiation of estimated Fair Market Value Note:

However, a qualified and competent appraisal establishing fair market value and/or the value of the
proposed easement will subsequently be required prior to closing. (Code Sec.48-59-70,M)

[g] Yes D No 

11. What is the amount of support sought for this proposal? $ 36457.00 
-----------

12. What is the total transaction value? $ 76965.00 
------------

13. Explain how this proposal will satisfy the criteria listed in Sections Four, Five, and Six of the ensuring pages.
(Code Sec. 48-59-70, G) (Please attach a narrative of what your intended plans are and how you plan to
accomplish them.)

By holding an easement on this property OSWCD will be able to protect the natural aspects of this parcel 
while also preserving the ability for it to remain farmland in its current state. The property has prime and 
statewide soils, is used for pasture and timberland, and is in the southern part of Oconee County, a location 
that has been repeatedly targeted for development by real estate and industry interests because of its flat 
and easily grade-able characteristics. Due to this being a working farm and the intent is for it to remain that 
way, and due to bio-hazard concerns within the farming production community, public access has not been 
considered. Public benefit is to be derived by preserving production farmland into perpetuity and providing 
viewshed opportunities lacking in developed areas. 

14. Does the eligible trust fund recipient understand and agree to return to the SCCS any trust funds disbursed
by the SCCS to the eligible trust fund recipient that are not spent, in accordance with this Application,
within 60 days of the day SCCS disburses the trust funds to the Applicant?

[g] Yes DNo 

15. Does the eligible trust fund recipient understand and agree that incident to acquiring the interest in land
proposed to be acquired pursuant to this application, the eligible trust fund recipient will also purchase a title
insurance policy acceptance to SCCS insuring the interests in land acquired and naming the SCCS as an
additional insured? (Code Section 48-59-80(0)

[g] Yes 0No 

16. Does the eligible trust fund recipient understand and agree to indemnify the SCCS against any loss suffered
by the eligible trust fund recipient due to a defect in title to an interest in land acquired by the eligible trust
fund recipient with SCCS trust funds, which indemnification obligation is or will be secured by the title
insurance policy referenced to in paragraph 11 above? (Code Section 48-59-80(0). (Note that if the SCCS
funding is not the sole source of funding for the acquisition of interests in land by the eligible trust fund
recipient, title insurance or indemnification proceeds will be shared in proportion to the cash SCCS trust
funds provided for the acquisition of the interests in land and closing costs, as compared to the total cash
funds provided from all sources for the acquisition of the interests in the land and closing costs.)

[g] Yes 0No Section 3, Page 3 













































Impressions of Moore Property 

By Frances M. Rundlett, member Oconee Conservation Bank 

 

I visited the Moore property on 5/24/2019 (due to a miscommunication with Frank Ables of the Oconee 
Conservation Bank he came briefly to the Moore house). However, Frank Ables was very familiar with 
the property, having grown up in the area; he knew quite a few folks there.  I therefore went on a tour 
by vehicle of the farm by myself with Mrs. Moore and Frank left. 

Mrs. Moore was very sociable and welcoming. She is an ex school principal and was quite cognizant of 
farming methods.  She grew up on that property and knew the neighbors well. The farm itself is small (a 
bit over 35 acres) because her dad’s property was subdivided among his children.  

The farm itself is used for hay and cattle grazing.  Mrs. Moore wants to preserve the land in farming, and 
it does have some of the best soils for agriculture in the state.  Mrs. Moore has a son who specializes in 
forestry who hopes to take over the farm someday. But she wants the extra protection of an easement 
to keep the land in farming.  

The creek on the property was ditched, close to the farmed area, and intermittent, so it does not have 
value for wildlife, except that it eventually flows to a larger creek.  She showed me the creek and 
surrounding trees, most of which are on her sister’s property. A few years ago she learned of a cattle 
raising system whereby the cattle are grazed on a fenced in section of the land and two weeks later are 
kept on another plot which has new grass.  She also learned that it pollutes the creek to have cattle 
drink from it, so she (with a grant from the Soil Conservation Service) installed a piping system of cattle 
drinking stations and the cattle drink water from these stations instead of the creek. The creek is fenced 
which keeps the cattle from the creek. The piping system itself draws water from a 600 foot deep 
drinking water well that supplies the house plus the piping system. She also installed the cattle drinking 
stations on her sister’s adjacent farm, and the neighbors followed suit.  

The farm is lovely and has a fenced copse of trees, fenced to keep the cattle from it.  The copse of trees 
includes several springs which drain to a pond on the neighbor’s property. Mrs. Moore a few years ago 
had a landscaper come out and landscape the property around the house.  That landscaper also 
recommended that she let trees grow up around a selected area that borders the Pitts property to 
provide homes for insects and wildlife, which she did. In 1981 Mrs. Moore had a 100? year old house 
moved onto the property which she bought from a surrounding area which adds to the historic value of 
the property. (I believe the house is over 100 years old but a historian would have to inspect it). 

All in all, I would say that the property is too small to gain a grant of over 40K from the Oconee 
Conservation Bank.  EXCEPT: 

1)The farm has some of the best soils in the state for agriculture. 

2)The farm has several neighbors (and their farms) who would eventually follow suit if the money for a 
conservation easement were granted to Mrs. Moore. 

3)The property is near Interstate Route 85 and is flat and cleared which makes it valuable for 
development. 



4) The house and furnishings  themselves have historic value. There is not another house that I could see 
nearby (there were mostly trailers or modern brick one story homes nearby) that has that look. 

I recommend that the Oconee County Conservation Bank give a grant (which will be matched by other 
funds) of 20K to Mrs. Moore. 
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Oconee County Conservation Bank 
PROPERTY OWNER 

STATEMENT OF INTEREST FORM 
Oconee County, South Carolina 

 
 

Property Owner Name  

  

Property Owner Address  

  

Eligible OCCB Recipient 

Name and Address 

 

  

Property Owner Telephone Numbers Home: 

 Cell: 

 Work: 

  

Description & Size of Your Property in Acres: 

 

 

  

General Location of Your Property: 

 

 

  

Oconee County Tax Map Number[s] [required]  

  

Your Property’s Unique Characteristics: 

 

 

 

Estate of William C. Lyles

118 Massey Road, Piedmont, SC 29673

Upstate Forever
507 Pettigru Street
Greenville, SC. 29601

                                                                            The Lyles Farm is nestled among other working farms 
adjacent to the Sumter National Forest providing key wildlife habitat and migration corridors while enhancing 
water quality in nearby streams. The scenic property contains over 60-acres of prime soils and will protect 
over one-mile of headwater streams, including 4,000 linear feet of Whetstone Creek. The Ecochee 
settlement of the Cherokee Indians was once located on the property near Whetstone Creek. 

080 - 00 - 02 - 001

                                                                    The Lyles Farm is situated in the Whetstone community of 
Oconee County in the northwestern area of the County near the SC-GA border with approximate 
coordinates of 34.855175, -83.193883. It is approximately three miles from Mountain Rest, and only two 
miles from the Chattooga Wild and Scenic River.

                                                                                        The Lyles Farm is consists of approximately 155 
acres with the majority of the site in timber management. A portion of the property is currently being leased 
as pasture and cropland, predominantly hay. It sits among other working farms and forestlands in a rural 
area of the County with over 40% of the soils on the property classified as prime or of statewide significance. 

N/A

(864) 650 - 0316

N/A
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THIS STATEMENT OF INTEREST, AS PRESENTED, REPRESENTS A 
BINDING PROPOSAL.  ANY APPROVAL, CONDITIONAL OR FINAL, 
IS CONTINGENT UPON THE LANDOWNER’S FULFILLMENT OF ANY 
AND ALL PLEDGES AND PROPOSALS AS PRESENTED IN THE 
APPLICATION.  IN ADDITION, I HAVE RECEIVED AND READ BOTH 
THE “KNOW WHAT TO EXPECT” AND “PROCESS” FORMS 
ATTACHED TO THIS DOCUMENT. 

 

 

________________      ____________________________________________________ 

Date                                Signature of Landowner  
Your signature acknowledges receipt of and a full understanding of  

 the “Know What to Expect”[pg. 3] and the “Process”[pgs.4-5] Forms. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Completed Form to be forwarded to: 
Oconee County Conservation Bank Board 

c/o Clerk to Council 
Oconee County Administrative Offices 

415 South Pine Street 
Walhalla,  SC  29691  

or 
via email to:  ksmith@oconeesc.com 
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Oconee County Conservation Bank 
PROPERTY OWNER 

STATEMENT OF INTEREST 
 
  

Know What to Expect 
 

What you need to know before you begin the process of having your property considered by the 
Oconee County Conservation Bank Board [OCCB]: 

The Application will require the following to be provided by the property owner at their expense: 
• An appraisal of the property 
• May require surveys and additional professional work which the landowner is solely 

responsible to secure.  
• The landowner will be required to sign that you understand that you are solely responsible 

for the costs of securing any work required to complete the application and that the OCCB 
is not responsible for such costs. [While each applicant may apply for a grant to cover, in 
whole or in part, the costs of such required work, the OCCB is under no obligation to 
approve any application.] 

 

If the OCCB requires additional information it may include but is not limited to the following 
items: 

• Detailed information about their property including deed and tax map references. 
• Detailed information about their properties value which will require a detailed appraisal. 
• May require and updated survey. 
• Coordination with a non-profit managed to conserve land and similar resources or other 

eligible entity as described in the Oconee County ordinance creating the OCCB. 
• Maps, photos and other documentation to support the conservation values of the land. 

 

 

ANY APPLICATION WILL REPRESENT A BINDING PROPOSAL.  ANY 
APPROVAL, CONDITIONAL OR FINAL, IS CONTINGENT UPON THE 
LANDOWNER’S FULFILLMENT OF ANY AND ALL PLEDGES AND 
PROPOSALS AS PRESENTED IN THE APPLICATION. 
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Oconee County Conservation Bank 
PROPERTY OWNER 

STATEMENT OF INTEREST  
PROCESS FORM 

 
1. Landowner and their OCCB eligible “partner” (e.g., a non-profit managed to hold conservation lands, 

government body or other eligible entity) present a signed “Statement of Interest” form to the OCCB. 
Landowner will be notified if their property is eligible and to submit a full application to the 
OCCB.  [NOTE:  Any such determination of eligibility to apply does not represent approval of 
the project.] 

 

2. Landowner and their OCCB eligible “partner” submit full application with substantiation to the 
OCCB for review. 

OCCB contacts landowner to  
(i)   request additional information,  
(ii)  decline the application, or 
(iii) schedule a site visit. [NOTE:  the scheduling of a site visit does not represent approval 

of any project.] 
 

3. Landowner provides additional requested information, if necessary. 
OCCB contacts landowner to  

(i)  decline the application, or 
(ii) schedule a site visit. [NOTE: the scheduling of a site visit does not represent approval 

of any project.] 
 

4. OCCB representatives or agents make scheduled site visits to each property in the application cycle 
deemed appropriate for a site visit. [NOTE: the scheduling of a site visit does not represent approval 
of any project.]     ] 

After the site visits are completed, OCCB contacts the landowner to  
(i)  decline the application, or 
(ii) conditionally approve the project. [NOTE: Conditional approval is not final approval 

and is subject to the landowner’s agreement with and satisfaction of all pre-conditions 
as well as County Council’s final approval of the project.] 

 

5. For each conditionally approved project, the landowner and their eligible OCCB must sign a 
notarized statement stating their commitment to satisfy all pre-conditions and must prove to the 
OCCB’s satisfaction that all pre-conditions have been met. 

Upon receiving such commitment and satisfaction, the OCCB will prepare any such properties for 
presentation to the Oconee County Council. 

 

NOTE: Only Oconee County Council can finally approve any project and no project shall be considered approved 
or final until such final approval is granted. The landowner and eligible OCCB partner remain fully responsible 
for all expenses and costs associated with application to and interaction with the OCCB throughout the 
application process. The landowner and eligible OCCB partner will only be reimbursed for those expenses and 
costs associated with application to and interaction with the OCCB if such reimbursement is sought in the grant 
application and finally approved by the OCCB and Oconee County Council. 
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Oconee County Conservation Bank 
PROPERTY OWNER 

STATEMENT OF INTEREST FORM 
Oconee County, South Carolina 

 
 

Property Owner Name  

  

Property Owner Address  

  

Eligible OCCB Recipient 

Name and Address 

 

  

Property Owner Telephone Numbers Home: 

 Cell: 

 Work: 

  

Description & Size of Your Property in Acres: 

 

 

  

General Location of Your Property: 

 

 

  

Oconee County Tax Map Number[s] [required]  

  

Your Property’s Unique Characteristics: 
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Mac Stone
Naturaland Trust

Mac Stone
PO Box 728 Greenville SC 29602

Mac Stone
Worthington Hyde Partners

Mac Stone
3930 E Jones Bridge Rd Ste 145, Norcross GA 30092

Mac Stone
Pat McNamara (agent)

Mac Stone
864-270-8726

Mac Stone
The 193-acre McKinney Creek Oconee Bell Preserve sits just south of Devils Fork State Park, on the edge of Lake Jocassee and Lake Keowee. The property boasts streams, seeps and mixed hardwood forest and possibly the largest concentration of privately-held Oconee Bells. 

Mac Stone
South of Devils Fork State Park between Patterson Ridge Road and Jocassee Point Road.

Mac Stone
Western portion of #039-00-01-014

Mac Stone
The 193-acre McKinney Creek Oconee Bell Preserve holds possibly the largest privately-held and unprotected population of Oconee bells. With dramatic boulders, shoals, forest and a section of McKinney Creek, this property is important not only for its natural facets, but for its role in protecting source water for Lake Keowee and the Greenville Water System. 



THIS STATEMENT OF INTEREST, AS PRESENTED, REPRESENTS A 
BINDING PROPOSAL.  ANY APPROVAL, CONDITIONAL OR FINAL, 
IS CONTINGENT UPON THE LANDOWNER’S FULFILLMENT OF ANY 
AND ALL PLEDGES AND PROPOSALS AS PRESENTED IN THE 
APPLICATION.  IN ADDITION, I HAVE RECEIVED AND READ BOTH 
THE “KNOW WHAT TO EXPECT” AND “PROCESS” FORMS 
ATTACHED TO THIS DOCUMENT. 

 

 

________________      ____________________________________________________ 

Date                                Signature of Landowner  
Your signature acknowledges receipt of and a full understanding of  

 the “Know What to Expect”[pg. 3] and the “Process”[pgs.4-5] Forms. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Completed Form to be forwarded to: 
Oconee County Conservation Bank Board 

c/o Clerk to Council 
Oconee County Administrative Offices 

415 South Pine Street 
Walhalla,  SC  29691  

or 
via email to:  ksmith@oconeesc.com 

 
 

O C C B  S t a t e m e n t  o f  I n t e r e s t  v 3 . d o c  
 

Page 2 of  5 

mailto:ksmith@oconeesc.com
Mac Stone
07-30-19



Oconee County Conservation Bank 
PROPERTY OWNER 

STATEMENT OF INTEREST 
 
  

Know What to Expect 
 

What you need to know before you begin the process of having your property considered by the 
Oconee County Conservation Bank Board [OCCB]: 

The Application will require the following to be provided by the property owner at their expense: 
• An appraisal of the property 
• May require surveys and additional professional work which the landowner is solely 

responsible to secure.  
• The landowner will be required to sign that you understand that you are solely responsible 

for the costs of securing any work required to complete the application and that the OCCB 
is not responsible for such costs. [While each applicant may apply for a grant to cover, in 
whole or in part, the costs of such required work, the OCCB is under no obligation to 
approve any application.] 

 

If the OCCB requires additional information it may include but is not limited to the following 
items: 

• Detailed information about their property including deed and tax map references. 
• Detailed information about their properties value which will require a detailed appraisal. 
• May require and updated survey. 
• Coordination with a non-profit managed to conserve land and similar resources or other 

eligible entity as described in the Oconee County ordinance creating the OCCB. 
• Maps, photos and other documentation to support the conservation values of the land. 

 

 

ANY APPLICATION WILL REPRESENT A BINDING PROPOSAL.  ANY 
APPROVAL, CONDITIONAL OR FINAL, IS CONTINGENT UPON THE 
LANDOWNER’S FULFILLMENT OF ANY AND ALL PLEDGES AND 
PROPOSALS AS PRESENTED IN THE APPLICATION. 
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Oconee County Conservation Bank 
PROPERTY OWNER 

STATEMENT OF INTEREST  
PROCESS FORM 

 
1. Landowner and their OCCB eligible “partner” (e.g., a non-profit managed to hold conservation lands, 

government body or other eligible entity) present a signed “Statement of Interest” form to the OCCB. 
Landowner will be notified if their property is eligible and to submit a full application to the 
OCCB.  [NOTE:  Any such determination of eligibility to apply does not represent approval of 
the project.] 

 

2. Landowner and their OCCB eligible “partner” submit full application with substantiation to the 
OCCB for review. 

OCCB contacts landowner to  
(i)   request additional information,  
(ii)  decline the application, or 
(iii) schedule a site visit. [NOTE:  the scheduling of a site visit does not represent approval 

of any project.] 
 

3. Landowner provides additional requested information, if necessary. 
OCCB contacts landowner to  

(i)  decline the application, or 
(ii) schedule a site visit. [NOTE: the scheduling of a site visit does not represent approval 

of any project.] 
 

4. OCCB representatives or agents make scheduled site visits to each property in the application cycle 
deemed appropriate for a site visit. [NOTE: the scheduling of a site visit does not represent approval 
of any project.]     ] 

After the site visits are completed, OCCB contacts the landowner to  
(i)  decline the application, or 
(ii) conditionally approve the project. [NOTE: Conditional approval is not final approval 

and is subject to the landowner’s agreement with and satisfaction of all pre-conditions 
as well as County Council’s final approval of the project.] 

 

5. For each conditionally approved project, the landowner and their eligible OCCB must sign a 
notarized statement stating their commitment to satisfy all pre-conditions and must prove to the 
OCCB’s satisfaction that all pre-conditions have been met. 

Upon receiving such commitment and satisfaction, the OCCB will prepare any such properties for 
presentation to the Oconee County Council. 

 

NOTE: Only Oconee County Council can finally approve any project and no project shall be considered approved 
or final until such final approval is granted. The landowner and eligible OCCB partner remain fully responsible 
for all expenses and costs associated with application to and interaction with the OCCB throughout the 
application process. The landowner and eligible OCCB partner will only be reimbursed for those expenses and 
costs associated with application to and interaction with the OCCB if such reimbursement is sought in the grant 
application and finally approved by the OCCB and Oconee County Council. 
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Oconee County Conservation Bank 
Application for Funding 

Oconee County, South Carolina 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Completed Application to be forwarded to: 
 

Oconee County Conservation Bank Board 
c/o Clerk to Council 

Oconee County Administrative Offices 
415 South Pine Street 
Walhalla,  SC  29691  

 
or 

 
via email to:  ksmith@oconeesc.com 
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SECTION I 
 

I. General Information:   
   

Acquisition type:    ___ Fee Simple    ___ Conservation Easement    
 
Landowner’s Name   

   

Mailing Address:   

   

   

   

Daytime Telephones  (               )   

  
 
Eligible OCCB Recipient Seeking Funding  
(See Oconee County Ordinance 2011-16, Section II,G) 
  
Name of Organization   

   

Authorized Agent Name:   

   

Mailing Address:   

   

   

   

Daytime Telephones  (               )   

  
 

OCCBB applications form v3.doc  Page 2 of 13 

Mac Stone
X

Mac Stone
Worthington Hyde Partners

Mac Stone
3930 E Jones Bridge Rd Ste 145, Norcross GA 30092

Mac Stone
Pat McNamara (agent) 864-270-8726

Mac Stone
Naturaland Trust

Mac Stone
Mac Stone - Executive Director

Mac Stone
PO Box 728 Greenville SC 29602

Mac Stone
352 359 0013



II.   Property Information 
 
Legal Description  County:   Oconee 

   

  Tax Map # 

   

Assessor’s Plat & Lot Numbers:   

   

   

   

Deed Reference [Book & Page]   

   

Current Zoning Classification   

 
Location on County Map (attach copy as EXHIBIT A) 
  
Brief description of property including:  
 

a. Total Acres  

b.  Total Forested  

c. Total Cleared / Open  

d. Total Wetlands  

e. Creeks and/or Rivers  

 
Please include any surveys, USGS maps, directions, county locator map, or any other 
pertinent information. 

  

OCCBB applications form v3.doc  Page 3 of 13 

Mac Stone
Western portion of #039-00-01-014

Mac Stone
NA

Mac Stone
1885/1

Mac Stone
CW

Mac Stone
193

Mac Stone
193

Mac Stone
6

Mac Stone
portions of McKinney Creek, tributaries and springs



III.  Miscellaneous Information: 
  
Who is the Party responsible for managing the land?    
 
Name    

   

Address:   

   

   

   

Telephone Number   

   

  
Who is responsible for enforcing any conservation easements or other restrictions on this 
property?         
  
Name    

   

Address:   

   

   

   

Telephone Number   

   

  
IV. Adjoining landowners.  

 
Adjoining landowners must be notified of this grant request by Oconee County ordinance.  
Please attach an affidavit that all adjoining landowners have been notified. 
  
 

___________________________________________________________  
Signature of Eligible OCCB Recipient (Applicant)  

  
 

_______________ 
      Date 
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Mac Stone
Naturaland Trust - Mac Stone

Mac Stone
PO Box 728 Greenville SC 29602

Mac Stone
352 359 0013

Mac Stone
07/31/19





Section III 
To be filled out by the Eligible OCCB Recipient seeking funding (Applicant) 
  
 
Organization Name   

   

Address   

   

   

   

Daytime Telephones  (               )   

   

Contact Person   

   

Organization EIN Number:   

 
NOTE:  You are required to attach certification that this is a charitable not-for-
profit corporation or trust authorized to do business in this state; whose principal 
activity is the acquisition and management of land for conservation or historic 
purposes and which has tax-exempt status as a public charity under the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 or Certification that the applicant is an otherwise qualified 
entity under Oconee County Ordinance 2011-16, Section II and Section VII. 

  
How will you be able to complete the project and acquire the interests in the proposed lands?  
 

 

 

 

 
How many total acres of lands or projects have you preserved in this State? In this County?  
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Mac Stone
Naturaland Trust

Mac Stone
PO Box 728 Greenville SC 29602

Mac Stone
352 359 0013

Mac Stone
Mac Stone - Executive Director

Mac Stone
23-7293632

Mac Stone
Naturaland Trust will take on a bridge loan from Open Space Institute to close on the property before purchase contract expires. During that loan period, we will raise the remaining funding through the SC Conservation Bank, private donations, and our local foundations. 

Mac Stone
Naturaland Trust has played a key role in protecting over 100,000 acres since its inception over 45 years ago. 



Briefly describe the lands your organization has preserved in this State, and then County, 
including their size, location and method of preservation.  Note:  this section need not be 
complied with for specific preserved lands if the privacy or proprietary interests of the owners 
of such preserved lands would be violated.) 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Has the Eligible OCCB Recipient notified the owner of the land that is the subject of the 
potential OCCB grant of the following in writing? (See Oconee County Ordinance 2011-16,Section VII) 

 
  

a. That interests in land purchased with trust funds result in a permanent conveyance 
of such interests in land from the landowner to the eligible trust fund recipient or it 
assignees.   
 

 

 
b. That it may be in the landowner’s interest to retain independent legal counsel, 
appraisals and other professional advice.   

   
Note:  Applications not having affirmation that the notice requirement of this section has been 
met will not be considered for funding requests. 
      
  

Does the Eligible OCCB Recipient or the landowner have a general summarized  land 
management plan for this proposal?  If so, please attach. 

  
_____ yes             _____ no 

  
  

Explain how the Eligible OCCB Recipient intends to enforce the easement restrictions on this 
proposal, if a conservation easement is proposed. Attach additional sheet if necessary. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
           

OCCBB applications form v3.doc  Page 7 of 13 

Mac Stone
Naturaland Trust was actively involved in the preservation of the Mountain Bridge Wilderness, the Greenville Watershed, Asbury Hills, Raven Cliff Falls, the Jocassee Gorges, Stumphouse Mountain and Nine Times Forest, among many others. Currently, we own and manage 5,800 acres. Naturaland Trust raises funding to purchase land fee-simple and frequently donates it to the state for addition to Parks and SCDNR lands. 

Mac Stone
Yes

Mac Stone
X

Mac Stone
This application is for a fee-simple purchase, though Naturaland Trust has a full-time Executive Director who handles land issues. 



Does the Eligible OCCB Recipient agree that OCCB funds may only be used for the acquisition of 
interests in land including closing costs and not for management, planning, staffing, or any costs 
not associated with the purchase of interests in lands? 

  
_____ yes             _____ no 
 

Does the Eligible OCCB Recipient have reasonable documentation to support this request? 
Please attach.  
 
The proposal will not be considered without adequate substantiation of estimated Fair Market 
Value and a qualified and competent appraisal establishing fair market value and/or the value of 
the proposed easement will subsequently be required prior to closing.   

(See Oconee County Ordinance 2011-16, Section VII,B,f) 
  

_____ yes             _____ no 
 

What is the amount of support sought for this proposal?  
  

$ 

 
  

 
Explain how this proposal will satisfy the Criteria listed in Sections Four and Five of the ensuing 
pages. (Please attach a narrative of what your intended plans are and how you plan to 
accomplish them.) 

  
  
  ________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Authorized Agent for Eligible OCCB Recipient (Applicant) 
  
 ___________________________________ 
Notary Signature 
 
My commission expires:________________ 
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Section IV 
Conservation Criteria 

Oconee County Ordinance 2011-16, Section VI 
Information to be considered in filling out the application 

  
1. Does the property contain or adjoin wetlands?  Yes ____     No _____ 

 
                 If yes, please attach certification by USACOE or NRCS. 

  
2. Does the property contain or adjoin a USGS Blue Line Stream or Lake? 
 
                     If yes, please provide USGS topographic map showing such stream or lake in                 
                     relation to property. 

 
3.  Does the property contain or adjoin Water Classified as either (i) Outstanding Natural 

Resource Water (ii) Outstanding Resource Water or (iii) Trout Water, by South Carolina 
DHEC. 

 
      If yes, please provide evidence of such classification by SC DHEC. 

 
     4.          Does the property currently contain threatened or endangered species or habitat                      
                  suitable for threatened or endangered species? 
 
                            If yes, please provide a certification by SC DNR, NRCS, USFS or other qualified         
                            professional providing evidence of such species existence on the property or of   
                            such habitat suitability.                           
 
     5.           Does the property currently contain native wildlife species or habitat suitable for native      
                   wildlife species? 

 
     If yes, please provide substantial evidence (e.g. Statement from a qualified agency       
     or professional, etc.) of such species existence on the property of such habitat  
     suitability. 
 

     6.           Does the property currently contain special or concentrated biodiversity? 
 
     If yes, please provide substantial evidence (e.g. Statement from a qualified agency       
     or professional, etc.) of such biodiversity on the property. 
 

     7.           Does the property currently contain a unique geological feature, such as a mountain, rock   
                   outcropping, waterfall or other similar feature? 

 
     If yes, please provide substantial evidence (e.g. Statement from a qualified agency       
     or professional, etc.) of such geological feature on the property. 
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      8.           Does the property share a boundary with other Protected Land? For purposes of this 
question, “Protected Land” includes any land or byway substantially protected from 
development or designated as scenic or protected through any federal, state, or local act. 

 
(a) If yes, what percentage of a boundary is shared with such Protected Land? 

 
 ______1%-25%  
 
 ______ 26%-50% 
 
 ______ Greater than 50%  
 

(b) If yes, please describe the Protected Land and present a legible map showing such 
Protected Land in relation to the property. 
 

9. Does the property contain any of the following pre-historic or historic features or designations? 
 

(a) Listing on the National Historic Register?  If yes, please provide a letter or other 
evidence from the Department of the Interior demonstrating such listing. 
 

(b) Eligible for listing on the National Historic Register? If yes, please provide a letter 
or other evidence from the SC State Historic Preservation Office demonstrating 
such eligibility. 

 
(c) Contains historic or pre-historic structures? If yes, please provide evidence in the 

form of photographs and statement of a qualified agency or professional 
describing the structure(s) on the property. 

 
(d) Contains a site of historic or pre-historic significance? If yes, please provide 

evidence in the form of photographs and statement of a qualified agency or 
professional describing the site(s) on the property. 

 
 10.           Does the property contain fifty percent (50%) or greater surface area of soils classified 

as Prime or Important by the State of South Carolina?  
 

(a)        If yes, what percentage of the property contains soils classified as Prime or 
Important by the State of South Carolina? 

 
                  ______50%-60%    
 
                  ______ 61%-75% 
 
                  ______ Greater than 75 %  
 

(b)  If yes, please provide a legible soil overlay map showing such Prime or 
Important soil types upon the property. 
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11. Has the property been Actively Farmed as defined under one of the following qualifications? 
 

(a) The landowner has filed IRS Form Schedule F in the previous two tax years? If 
yes, please provide evidence of such tax filings and a notarized statement 
affirming that such farming activities pertained to the property referred to in this 
application; 
 

(b) The landowner has filed IRS Form Schedule F in seven of the last ten years? If 
yes, please provide evidence of such tax filings and a notarized statement 
affirming that such farming activities pertained to the property referred to in this 
application; or 

 
(c) The landowner can produce documentation demonstrating that the landowner 

has produced significant agricultural products in Oconee County in the last two 
years? If yes, please provide such documentation and a notarized statement 
affirming that such farming activities pertained to the property referred to in this 
application. 

 
 

12. Does the property allow public viewing: 
 

(a) …from a Federal, State or County maintained road? If yes, please provide 
documentation describing precise location of point along a Federal, State or County Road 
where property is visible.  Include a photograph taken from this point. 

 
(b)           …from any other public access land or waterway? If yes, please provide 

documentation describing precise location of point along such public access land or 
waterway where property is visible.  Include a photograph taken from this point. 

 
 
   13. Does the property provide a Scenic View to the public or help maintain the Scenic Nature of an 

area in the County? For purposes of this question, a Scenic View includes mountain, river, 
lake, forest, pasture, agricultural and other pastoral views which are viewable by the public 
from a public roadway or other publically accessible area.  

 
 If yes, please provide photograph evidence to support the Scenic View, a description of the 

Scenic View and a description of the specific locations with map references from which the 
public may observe the Scenic View. 

 
     14. Does the proposal for the conservation project on the Property allow… 
 

(a)  …Limited Access by the public to the property? For purposes of this question, 
Limited Access means any access which is less than access on a year round and continual 
basis, but allows access by the public for some limited time or seasonal period(s).  
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            If yes, please provide documentation supporting such Limited Access, including any  
                     formal agreements with agencies or groups authorized to use the property, a description   
                     of the use(s) permitted and the times or seasons when the property will be accessible by  
                     the public.   
 
           (b)          …Unlimited Access by the public to the property? For purposes of this question, 

Unlimited Access means any access which provides the public access to the property on a 
year round and continual basis and, additionally, requires that such access is (or will be) 
communicated to the public.   

 
            If yes, please provide documentation supporting such Unlimited Access, including any   
                     formal agreements with agencies or groups authorized to use the property, a description  
                     of the use(s) permitted and the times or seasons when the property will be accessible by  
                     the public. In addition, please provide evidence that the Unlimited Access is (or will be)  
                     reasonably communicated to Oconee County citizens. 

 
    
   15. Is the property located in any one or more of the following locations? If yes, for each such 

location please provide an aerial map and supporting documentation which demonstrates such 
location in relation to the relevant municipality or other land. 

 
(a) Is the property located within or adjacent to land of the United States Forest    

              Service, a South Carolina State Forest, a State Park, a County Park or a Park of   
              Municipality located in Oconee County, South Carolina? 

(b) Is the property located within 1 mile of a municipality? 
(c) Is the property located from 2-5 miles of a municipality? 
(d) Is the property located greater than 5 miles from a municipality? 

 
 
     16. What is the approximate size (in acres) of the property? Please provide documentation to   
                 support the stated acreage, including survey(s), tax information, deeds or other similar   
                 documentation.  
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Section V - Financial Criteria 
Oconee County Ordinance 2011-16 Section VI 

Information to be considered in filling out the application 
  

1. (a) What is the Total Market Value of the proposed conservation project? _______  
(Total Market Value for a fee simple project is the total fair market value of the property as supported by a 
current appraisal. Total Market Value for a conservation easement project is the value of the conservation 
easement as determined under the methods prescribed in IRS Treasury Regulations 1.170A-14(h) as 
supported by a current appraisal.) 
 

(b) What is the amount of the grant requested from the OCCB? ______ 
 
Based on the figures above, what is the total percentage of funding requested for the project 
from the OCCB. (Divide Sum (b) by Sum (a) to Find Percentage)? ______ 
 

2. Please list and describe any other grants, contributions or gifts from any non-governmental 
agencies, groups, entities or individuals which will support the proposed conservation project? 

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
For any listed grant, contribution or gift, please provide evidence or a written pledge of such 
support from the relevant non-governmental party. 

          
3. How does the proposal present a unique value opportunity in that it protects land at a 

reasonable cost? Parcel: 
 
  is available at a low cost per acre 
   
  is available from a willing seller at a reasonable price 

 
4. How does the proposal leverage OCCB funds by including funding or in-kind assets or 

services from other governmental sources? 
  
  Have matching funds of any kind or services-in-kind been applied for or 

received?   
 
Please explain and described the in-kind services or amount of financial support applied 
for or r received. Please also provide written documentation to support such application 
or receipt of such support. 
 

5.      Please describe any other financial advantage of the proposed conservation project which 
helps ensure that the project represents a good use of limited OCCB funds and/or provides a 
good return on investment for the citizens of Oconee County? 

 
            Please explain any other such financial advantage and provide documentation to   
           support your answer to this question. 
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APPENDIX - NARRATIVE 
 

MCKINNEY CREEK OCONEE BELL PRESERVE 
 

The 193-acre McKinney Creek Oconee Bell Preserve builds on the Boones Creek Oconee Bell 
Preserve, located just north of Scenic Highway 11, next to Devil’s Fork State Park, Sumter 
National Forest and Lake Jocassee and Lake Keowee. The tract also borders privately protected 
riparian zones that were part of an Army Corps mitigation project. Many of the tributaries that feed 
Lake Keowee are unprotected, contain rare and endangered species, are vulnerable to 
development, and pose a threat to the Lake Keowee watershed if they were developed in a 
damaging way. The tributary that is the subject of this application, McKinney Creek, is also critical 
habitat for the Oconee Bell, the signature species of the Jocassee and Keowee watersheds. 
 
When Lake Jocassee and Lake Keowee were formed, as much as 85% of the habitat for Oconee 
Bells (Shortia galacifolia) was permanently lost. These endangered plants exist only in these 
watersheds and do not leave the confines of their historic range. Scientists worry that lack of 
genetic diversity will make these iconic plants vulnerable to the effects of climate change. 
Populations in adjunct and southerly colonies like the ones found on McKinney and Boones 
Creek may contain the gene pool necessary to make this plant more resilient to environmental 
changes and therefore may be critical to the long-term survival of the species. On the 193-acre 
McKinney Creek property, tens of thousands of Oconee Bells thrive. Waterfalls, shoals, and 
ravines wind through mixed hardwood forest, buffered by craggy granite boulders, which likely 
host endangered green salamanders. Tracks of bobcat and black bear have been seen on the 
property, as well. This parcel is a stunning example of how the region used to look before the 
lakes were built.  
 
Prof. Patrick McMillan of Clemson University, a leading local naturalist (Dennis Chastain), and the 
Native Plant Society, have urged us to protect properties that contain significant populations of 
Oconee Bells. When our executive director happened to identify Oconee Bells in the photographs 
on the real estate listing marketing the property, he couldn’t believe how many plants were in one 
location. After visiting the site and confirming the impressive numbers of plants and striking 
habitat, we moved quickly to get the property under a purchase option, which expires in 
September. This property is the western portion of a larger tract. If successful with this property, 
there is a chance we can expand eastward towards Lake Keowee on the second half, but that 
portion is not currently on the market. SCDNR has surveyed the site and has expressed interest 
in including the property in the Heritage Preserve program, but they are not in a financial position 
to assist.  
 
To protect such an outstanding property on short notice, Open Space Institute will provide a 
bridge loan to Naturaland Trust so that we can close before the option expires. The property 
recently appraised for $580,000 and we are asking the OCCB for $25,000. During the loan 
period, we will seek out additional support from the SCCB for $450,000, the Native Plant Society, 
the Keowee Toxaway Habitat Enhancement Program and local, private donations to raise the 
deficit.  
 
Naturaland Trust decided to pursue the protection of this site because of these outstanding 
factors: a beautiful undamaged waterway next to Devils Fork State Park; a tributary of Lake 
Keowee, which is, among other things, a public drinking water supply; the mature forest on the 
property; and most important the robust population of the endangered Oconee Bell growing in 
particularly significant habitat. The McKinney Creek Oconee Bell Preserve has walkable trails that 
cross the property, making it easily accessible to hikers and researchers. If SCDNR decides not 
to include the property in the Heritage Preserve Program, we are open to its inclusion in the WMA 
program, consistent with protecting the natural facets of the land. Finally, preservation of this 
property and the avoidance of harmful development of this property will help to slow the 
beginning of a trend of harmful development along this largely undeveloped watershed of Lake 
Keowee.  



Jocassee McKinney Creek

Parcel:  039-00-01-014  Acres: 427.64
Name: WORTHINGTON HYDE PARTNERS II
Site:
Sale: $350000 on 2012-03-05 Reason=9 Qual=U

Mail:

3930 E JONES BRIDGE RD STE 145
NORCROSS, GA 30092

Land Value: 1363090
Improvement Value: 0
Accessory Value: 0
Total Value: 1363090

Oconee County makes every effort to produce the most accurate information possible. No warranties, expressed or implied, are provided for the data
herein, its use or interpretation. The maps on this site are not surveys. The assessment information is from the last certified taxroll. All data is subject to
change before the next certified tax roll.
Date printed:  06/20/19 : 13:22:06
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McKinney Creek Oconee Bell Preserve



McKinney Creek feeds into Lake Keowee, a drinking water supply for Greenville Water System.

Oconee Bells line a tributary of McKinney Creek.



McKinney Creek Oconee Bell Preserve as it looks out to Lake Jocassee.

Oconee Bells found on the property. 



A paw print of a black bear found along the creek on the property.

McKinney Creek and shoals on the western end of the property.



 

 

Appraisal of 
Vacant Land (+193 acres) 

Cliffs Timber 
Jocassee Lake Road 

Oconee County, South Carolina 
 

 
Appraisal Report 

 
Prepared for 

Mr. Mac Stone 
Naturaland Trust 

148 River Street, #110 
Greenville, South Carolina  29601 

and 
Open Space Institute 

and 
South Carolina Conservation Bank 

 
Date of Inspection/Valuation 

July 10, 2019 
 

Prepared by 
Allen D. McCravy, MAI 

Stone & Associates 
1100A Rutherford Road 

Greenville, South Carolina  29609 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 25, 2019 
 
 
Mr. Mac Stone 
Naturaland Trust 
148 River Street, #110 
Greenville, South Carolina  29601 
 
 
Subject:  Vacant Land (+193 acres) 

Cliff’s Timber – Lake Jocassee Road 
  Oconee County, South Carolina 
 
Dear Mr. Stone: 
 
In accordance with your request, I have personally inspected the above referenced tract 
and have prepared an appraisal report with applicable exhibits and addenda, which 
explain and demonstrate the process used in completing this assignment.   
 
This is an appraisal report that is intended to comply with the reporting requirements set 
forth under Standards Rule 2-2 of the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal 
Practice for an Appraisal Report.  As such, it presents detailed discussions of the data, 
reasoning, and analyses that were used in the appraisal process to develop the 
appraiser’s opinion of value. Supporting documentation concerning the data, reasoning, 
and analyses is retained in the appraiser’s file.  The depth of discussion contained in this 
report is specific to the needs of the client and for the intended use stated below.  The 
appraiser is not responsible for unauthorized use of this report.   
 
The subject tract contains a total of approximately 193.0 acres and is located on the 
eastern side of Lake Jocassee Road, and the western side of Jocassee Point Road, just 
south of Lake Jocassee.  The tract is located north of the Town of Salem, within northern 
Oconee County, South Carolina.  The subject tract is referenced as a portion of Oconee 
County Tax Parcel 039.00-01-014.   
 
The purpose of this appraisal is to estimate the as is market value of the fee simple estate 
of the subject property.  The date of value is the date of inspection, or July 10, 2019.  As 
is market value, market value, and fee simple estate, are further defined and qualified in 
the following appraisal report. 
  



 

 

Mr. Stone  
July 25, 2019 
Page Two 
 
 
After analyzing the subject property and its market, and the various factors entering into 
the appraisal analysis, including the Assumptions and Limiting Conditions contained in 
the report, it is my opinion that the as is market value of the subject property, as of July 
10, 2019 is: 

 
Five Hundred Eighty Thousand Dollars 

($580,000) 
 
In this assignment, the existence of hazardous waste material, which may or may not be 
present on or in the property, was not observed by the appraiser.  I have no knowledge 
of the existence of such materials on or near the property; however, I am not qualified to 
detect such substances.  The presence of such material may have an effect on the value 
or use of the property.  It is assumed that there are no hazardous materials spills, 
etcetera’s resulting from underground storage tanks or other causes associated with the 
subject property.  Full compliance with all environmental laws is assumed.   
 
The client is urged to retain an expert in this field, if desired.  I wish to clearly emphasize 
that the detection of any such hazardous materials are beyond the scope of this valuation 
analysis.  Furthermore, it is assumed that the presence of any hazardous materials, gases 
or toxic substances that would cause a loss in value is assumed not to exist on the 
property.  The appraiser does not report to be a qualified engineer trained to detect such 
substances and no responsibility is assumed by the appraiser relating to the presence of, 
or impact from, any detected substances.   
 
The value estimate assumes no impact on value because of "Section 404 - Wetlands" as 
defined by the US Army Corp. of Engineers.  The appraiser is not an expert in this field 
and urges the client to seek advice of an expert to determine any potential impact of 
wetlands on the above referenced property. 
 
The appraisal analysis, opinions and conclusions were developed and this appraisal 
report has been prepared in conformance with (and the use of this report is subject to) all 
regulations issued under Title XI of the Financial Institutions Reform, Recovery and 
Enforcement Act of 1989 (FIRREA) and the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal 
Practice (USPAP) 2018-2019 Edition as promulgated by the Appraisal Standards Board 
of the Appraisal Foundation. 
 
I certify that I have the experience and knowledge to competently complete an appraisal 
of this type, and have made other appraisals of similar properties in the past.  I further 
certify that the subject property was inspected by Allen D. McCravy, MAI. 
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This appraisal assignment was not conditional upon the production of a specified value, 
or a value within a given range.  Future employment prospects are not dependent upon 
a specified value.  Employment and the payment of the fee is not based on whether a 
loan application is approved or disapproved. 
 
I appreciate the opportunity to be of service.  If you have any questions, or require any 
additional information, please feel free to contact me anytime. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Stone & Associates 
 
 
 
 
 
Allen D. McCravy, MAI 
State Certified General Real Estate Appraiser 
SC Certificate No.  CG3617 
 
 
 



AFFIDAVIT	

	

STATE	OF	SOUTH	CAROLINA	

COUNTY	OF	GREENVILLE	

	

TO	WHOM	IT	MAY	CONCERN:	

I,	Mac	Stone,	Executive	Director	of	Naturaland	Trust	being	duly	shown,	do	state	as	
follows:	

The	landowners	directly	adjacent	to	the	“McKinney	Creek	Oconee	Bell	Preserve”	in	
Oconee	County	and	parcels	#039-00-01-014	have	been	notified	of	Naturaland	
Trust's	South	Carolina	Conservation	Bank	grant	request	in	accordance	with	Code	
Sec.	48-59-70.		

	

	

	 	 	 	 	 	 _______________________________	

	 	 	 	 	 	 Mac	Stone,	Executive	Director	

	

	



 



































































The Oconee County Conservation Bank Board [OCCB] was established 

to protect lands with significant natural, cultural, and/or historic 

resources in the County that meet specific criteria by providing a 

financial incentive to willing landowners to convey either a conservation 

easement or fee simple title to eligible recipients.  The Conservation 

Bank program will simultaneously protect valuable natural resources 

and private property rights. 
  
If you would like to apply for a grant from the OCCB, please fill out the 

Statement of Interest form and return to the Clerk to Council.  Once the 

Statement of Interest has been submitted and approved by the OCCB, 

you will be asked to fill out and submit an Application Form to the Clerk 

to Council.  The deadline dates for submission of applications are April 

1st, August 1st, and November 1st. These forms can submitted via email at 

ksmith@oconeesc.com or mailed to or dropped off with the Clerk to 

Council at the Pine Street Administrative Complex, 415 South Pine 

Street, Walhalla, SC 29691. 
  

mailto:ksmith@oconeesc.com
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