
A G E N D A 
OCONEE COUNTY  

CONSERVATION BANK BOARD 
June 11, 2019 

9:00 AM 
Oconee County Administrative Offices 

Council Chambers, 415 South Pine Street, Walhalla, SC 
 
 

1. Call to Order 
 
2. Approval of Minutes 
3. May 7, 2019 Special Meeting 
 
4. Treasurer’s Report    [handouts provided] 

• March 2019 
• April 2019 

 
5. Discussion Items                   [to include Vote and/or Action on matters brought up for discussion, if required] 

• Continued discussion regarding Alternate Funding Sources 
• Application Review Schedule/Timeline 
• Continued discussion and/or action regarding Moore property 
• Continued discussion and/or action regarding William Lyles Estate 
• Discussion regarding presentations for 2019 
• Discussion regarding the proposed budget 
• Discussion regarding the Oconee County Treasurer’s Office to manage funds through 

the State Pool 
• Mid-Year Report to Administration 

 
6. New Business 
 
7. Old Business 
 
8. Adjourn 
 
 
 
 
 

 [This agenda is not inclusive of all issues which the board may bring up for discussion at this meeting.] 
 

There will not be any Public Comment session at this meeting. 
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10. Does the eligible trust fund recipient have reasonable documentation to support this request? Please attach.
The proposal will not be considered without adequate substantiation of estimated Fair Market Value Note:

However, a qualified and competent appraisal establishing fair market value and/or the value of the
proposed easement will subsequently be required prior to closing. (Code Sec.48-59-70,M)

[g] Yes D No 

11. What is the amount of support sought for this proposal? $ 36457.00 
-----------

12. What is the total transaction value? $ 76965.00 
------------

13. Explain how this proposal will satisfy the criteria listed in Sections Four, Five, and Six of the ensuring pages.
(Code Sec. 48-59-70, G) (Please attach a narrative of what your intended plans are and how you plan to
accomplish them.)

By holding an easement on this property OSWCD will be able to protect the natural aspects of this parcel 
while also preserving the ability for it to remain farmland in its current state. The property has prime and 
statewide soils, is used for pasture and timberland, and is in the southern part of Oconee County, a location 
that has been repeatedly targeted for development by real estate and industry interests because of its flat 
and easily grade-able characteristics. Due to this being a working farm and the intent is for it to remain that 
way, and due to bio-hazard concerns within the farming production community, public access has not been 
considered. Public benefit is to be derived by preserving production farmland into perpetuity and providing 
viewshed opportunities lacking in developed areas. 

14. Does the eligible trust fund recipient understand and agree to return to the SCCS any trust funds disbursed
by the SCCS to the eligible trust fund recipient that are not spent, in accordance with this Application,
within 60 days of the day SCCS disburses the trust funds to the Applicant?

[g] Yes DNo 

15. Does the eligible trust fund recipient understand and agree that incident to acquiring the interest in land
proposed to be acquired pursuant to this application, the eligible trust fund recipient will also purchase a title
insurance policy acceptance to SCCS insuring the interests in land acquired and naming the SCCS as an
additional insured? (Code Section 48-59-80(0)

[g] Yes 0No 

16. Does the eligible trust fund recipient understand and agree to indemnify the SCCS against any loss suffered
by the eligible trust fund recipient due to a defect in title to an interest in land acquired by the eligible trust
fund recipient with SCCS trust funds, which indemnification obligation is or will be secured by the title
insurance policy referenced to in paragraph 11 above? (Code Section 48-59-80(0). (Note that if the SCCS
funding is not the sole source of funding for the acquisition of interests in land by the eligible trust fund
recipient, title insurance or indemnification proceeds will be shared in proportion to the cash SCCS trust
funds provided for the acquisition of the interests in land and closing costs, as compared to the total cash
funds provided from all sources for the acquisition of the interests in the land and closing costs.)

[g] Yes 0No Section 3, Page 3 
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O C O N E E  C O N S E RVAT I O N  BA N K  
B OA R D  

CURRENT MEMBERS 

District I: Laura Havran 

District II: Andrew Smith, Chairman 

District III: Ryan Keese 

District IV: Marvin Prater 

District V: Frank Ables, Treasurer 

At Large: Emily Hitchcock, Secretary 

At Large: Frances Rundlett, Vice-Chairman 

VACANT SEAT S 

There are no vacant seats at this time. 

ACCOMPLISHMENT S 

 A grant in the amount of $7,500 for landowner Jerry Powell for the conservation of 
approximately 94.1 acres in Westminster, SC was awarded on June 8, 2017. 

 A grant in the amount of $12,500 for landowner Elaine Morris (through the Morris 
Family Revocable Trust) for the conservation of approximately 26.26 acres in 
Tamassee, SC was awarded on December 18, 2017. 

 A grant in the amount of $9,567.33 for landowner Naturaland Trust for the 
conservation of approximately 53.368 acres adjacent to Oconee Station State 
Historic Park in Walhalla, SC was awarded on August 14, 2018. 

 In 2017, OCCB received and reviewed four Statement of Interest packets expressing 
an interest in pursuing an application.  OCCB received three out of four 
applications requesting grant funds.  All three applications were approved. 

 In 2018, OCCB received and reviewed two Statement of Interest packets expressing 
an interest in pursuing an application.  Both have submitted applications and are 
currently being reviewed. 

 In 2019, OCCB has received one Statement of Interest packet.  However, the 
applicant decided to pursue another option. 

 Established a budget for the FY 2019-2020. 



 Transferred the majority of the funds to the State Pool to receive a better interest 
rate 

MEETINGS TO DAT E 

OCCB has met on the following dates for 2019: 

• March 5th 

• April 9th 

• May 7th 

• June 11th 
 
OCCB future meeting dates for 2019 are as follows: 

• August 27th 

• September 17th 

• November 19th 

• December 10th 
 

 

FUTURE EXPECTATIONS 
 

• Will begin making presentations for additional fundraising 

• Will finalize a fund-raising plan to raise additional funds for the OCCB 

• Award grants to conserve land 

 
GOALS 

 
 

• Raise enough funds from the fund-raising to create an endowment to permanently 

fund the board 

• Educating the community on the purpose of the OCCB 

 
 

 
NEEDS – HOW CAN ADMINISTRATION HELP REACH OCCB GOALS 

 
 

• Continue to support the staff liaison of the OCCB 

• Very happy with the support of the Administrator and staff 
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