
 
 

 
 
 
 

AGENDA  
6:00 PM, MONDAY, JULY 23, 2018 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
OCONEE COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE COMPLEX 

 
ITEM 1- Call to Order 
 
ITEM 2- Approval of Minutes from March 15, 2018 
 
ITEM 3- Public Comment (Non-Agenda) 
 
ITEM 4- Staff Update  
 
 1.  General Items 
 2. Update on BZA Notification Process 
 

1)  ITEM 5- Daniel Jacob Maalouf is requesting a Special Exception approval  as 
 outlined in Chapter 38-7.2 and 38-11.1 of the Oconee County Zoning Ordinance 
 for a wedding chapel facility (no vertical structure) in a Lake Overlay District at 
 330 Summit Drive, Salem, S. C. (TMS# 039-00-01-068). 

2)  ITEM 6-  Sherrie Cobb is requesting a Special Exception approval as outlined in 
 Chapter 38-7.2 and Chapter 38-11.1(d) (1) a. 4. of the Oconee County Zoning 
 Ordinance to operate a firewood sales and possible produce stand activity in the 
 Jocassee Lake Overlay District at 123 Francis Falls Drive, Salem, SC. (TMS# 
 038-00-01-007). 

3)  ITEM 7- Kay Wade is requesting a Special Exception approval as outlined in  
  Chapter 38-7.2 and Chapter 38-11.1(d) (1) a. 4. of the Oconee County Zoning  
  Ordinance to provide temporary parking on the subject property on Jocassee Lake 
  Road (TMS# 038-00-01-005) to support a shuttle service for Jocassee Lake Tour  
  guests. 
4)  ITEM 8 – David and Kathlyn Mase are requesting a 20’ setback variance for an  
  accessory building from the 25’ front setback requirement provided for in under  
  Article 10, Section 38-10.2 of the Zoning Ordinance on property along Chattooga  
  Lake Road, Mountain Rest, s. C. (TMS# 059-02-01-032. 

ITEM 8- Old Business [to include Vote and/or Action on matters brought up for discussion, if 
required] 

 
ITEM 9- New Business [to include Vote and/or Action on matters brought up for discussion, if 

required] 
  
ITEM 10- Adjourn 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

MINUTES 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS  

6:00 PM, MONDAY, MARCH 15, 2018 
COUNTY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

OCONEE COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE COMPLEX 
 

Special Meeting 
 
Members Present: Mrs. Fowler 
   Mr. Gilster   

Mr. Medford 
Mr. McKee 
Mr. Honea 
 
 

Staff Present:   Bill Huggins, Planner  
     
 
Media present: None 

 
ITEM 1- Call to Order 
 
  Mr. Gilster, Chairman called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.   
 
ITEM 2- Approval of Minutes from January 22, 2018 
 

 Mrs. Fowler made a motion to approve the minutes subject to correcting the 
names from Mr. Lusk to Mr. Mrogan.    Mr. McKee seconded the motion.  The 
motion was passed 4-0 with Mr. Honea not voting.                 
 

ITEM 3- Public Comment (Non-Agenda) 
 
  None 
 
ITEM 4- Staff Update  
  
 Mr. Huggins stated the Ad Hoc Committee had a meeting on March 14, 2018 

and are looking the process of notifying the public on all cases and whether 
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stringing the process.  The findings of that meeting are going to be sent to the 
Planning and Economic Development Committee and afterwards be sent to 
the Planning Commission if approved.  These changes will involve 
amendments to the code to strengthen the notification standards that we 
currently use to notify the public.  

  
1) ITEM 5- ApplicationVA18-00000, 

Bountyland Enterprises, Inc. is requesting a 
Variance from Section 32-214(b) and from the setback requirements of the 
Oconee County Zoning Ordinance for structures to allow underground 
storage tanks and a portion of new parking isles and curbs to intrude by up 
to 12.5 feet into the front setback area for a new commercial use. The 
variance is associated with a proposed commercial use at the intersection 
of Edinburgh Way and W. Cherry Road in the Seneca area (TMS #271- 
01-01-149). 
 
Mr. Huggins explained that the request is for a new convenience store at 
the location.  The need for a underground storage tank and also some of 
the driveway and parking will be with that setback area.   
 

Sec. 38-7.1. - Variances. 
The board of zoning appeals may grant a variance in an individual case of unnecessary hardship if the 
board of zoning appeals makes and explains in writing the following findings: 
 

(1) There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of 
property; 
(2)These conditions do not generally apply to other property in the vicinity; 
(3)Because of these conditions, the application of this chapter to the particular piece of 
property would effectively prohibit or unreasonably restrict the utilization of the property; 
 
The authorization of a variance will not be of substantial detriment to adjacent uses or to 
the public good, and the character of the district will not be harmed by the granting 
of the variance. 
 
a. The board of zoning appeals may not grant a variance the effect of which 
would be to allow the establishment of a use not otherwise permitted. The 
fact that the property may be utilized more profitably, should a variance be 
granted, may not be considered grounds for a variance. 
b. The board of zoning appeals may grant a variance to extend physically an 
existing nonconforming use provided that the expansion does not 
adversely affect the character of the community and is designed so as to 
minimize any negative secondary impacts. 
c. In granting a variance, the board of zoning appeals may attach to it such 
conditions regarding the location, character, or other features of the 
proposed building, structure, or use as the board of zoning appeals may 
consider advisable to protect established property values in the 
surrounding area, or to promote the public health, safety, or general 
welfare. 
The developer shall have the burden of providing evidence to the county of compliance with the 
general requirements of this chapter and the specific requirements of the applicable section. The 
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Board of Zoning Appeals may impose whatever reasonable conditions it deems necessary to ensure 
that any proposed development will comply substantially with the objectives in this chapter. 
 
Mr. Huggins stated that the request does meet all the requirements for a variance.   
 
Mr. Turner spoke for the applicant stating the others issues are the railroad right-of-way and safety.  
Mr. Turner stated that the request isn’t considered a vertical structure in any other surrounding 
counties. 
 
Mr. Huggins stated that interpretation does come into play on a situation like this.  In the future staff 
will be looking into how to interpret the code.  Mr. Honea stated that he understands that the only 
think above ground will be the curve.  Mr. Huggins stated that is correct.   
 
Mr. Cogner stated he is in favor for the request, but concerning the process he can foresee 
circumstances where underground tanks and the variance request should be a part of the review 
process. 
 
Mr. Huggins stated the definition of a structure is: Anything constructed or erected, the use of which 
requires location in or on the land or attachment to something having a permanent location in or on the 
land. 
 
Mr. McKee made a motion to hear all the criteria for a variance at once Mr. Medford seconded the motion 
and passed unanimously. 
 
Mr. Gilster read all the criteria for a variance request.  Mrs. Fowler made a motion to approve the request 
to vote all the criteria as one and Mr. Medford seconded the motion and passed unanimously.  Mr. 
Medford made a motion to amended the motion to allow the criteria be voted as one because staff had 
already went through the criteria one at a time and explained that the request meets all the criteria Mr. 
McKee seconded the amended motion and passed unanimously.   

 
2) Approval of Board Order 

   
 
ITEM 6-  Old Business 
 
None   

 
ITEM 7-  New Business 
 
None 
        
ITEM 8-    Adjourn 
 
Mr. McKee made a motion to adjourn Mrs. Fowler seconded the motion and passed unanimously. 
6:22pm 
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SE 18-000001 

Special Exception 

Daniel Jacob Maalouf 

330 Summit Drive, Salem, SC 

TMS# 039-00-01-068 

 

 



June 7th, 2018 
 
Bill Huggins 
Community Development 
Oconee County, SC 
 
 

Mr. Huggins and members of the BZA, 

My wife and I are kayak tour guides on Lake Jocassee and have been operating weekend tours on the 

lake for going on 6 years now. When a friend gave us the opportunity to buy some land close to the lake, 

we jumped at this as it has always been my dream. We currently own 2 acres and my father, George 

Maalouf currently owns the 2 adjacent acres, totaling +4acres. Our plan is to each build a lake cabin that 

will one day be our full time residence. We also wanted somewhere to stay on the weekends in the 

meantime when we are providing lake tours, so we decided to build the small 120 sqft treehouse. 

When Lana and I got engaged, we decided we wanted to get married at the most beautiful place in the 

South East, in the woods at Lake Jocassee. We picked out a spot, and did our research regarding the lake 

overlay district. I measured out 750 ft on the Oconee County GIS and planned our site accordingly. I was 

not aware of an actual lake overlay map (uploaded on 4/30/18, summit.pdf).  

Since our wedding on May 20th, 2017, we had interest from friends and family to have their weddings 

there, so we thought it would be beneficial to host occasional weddings on the property. The venue 

itself is very simple. There is a 30x60 gravel pad that is designated as the “reception area”. This is where 

we put a tent, tables and chairs for the dinner reception. The chapel area is also very simple as it is just 

benches and mulch with a burlap runner. The benches are made from the trees we felled around the 

property. We take pride in maintaining the natural appearance of the property, complete with 15 ft 

mountain laurels and rhododendron providing a natural backdrop.  

There are only 3 weddings scheduled for 2018, two already occurred in the spring, and there is one 

more scheduled for the fall. We don’t anticipate anyone wanting an outdoor wedding in the summer or 

winter, so we are looking at a potential handful of weddings in the spring and fall. Weddings are limited 

to 50‐80 guests and music is limited in volume. Quiet hours of 10pm are also enforced. We hope to be 

as low impact to the neighbors and environment as possible. We have received verbal approval from 3 

of the 4 closest neighbors.  

Please note: When I was made aware of the lake overlay map, I measured the line on GIS, and it 

appeared to be inaccurate. I have uploaded an updated Lake Overlay map provided by Lisa Simmering of 

Oconee County GIS,  (uploaded on 6/7/18, overlay_039‐00‐01‐068(1).pdf) as well as a site map 

overlayed onto a satellite photo of the property ( uploaded on 6/7/18, Sitemap.pdf). You will notice that 

it appears the all areas noted on the site map are in fact NOT within the Lake Overlay District.  

It is my pleasure to be a resident of Oconee County and we appreciate the time the BZA has taken to 

review this case. Should you have any further questions, please don’t hesitate to ask.  

Respectfully, 

 

Daniel & Lana Maalouf 

864‐704‐7984 



Talking Points 

BZA Hearing 6.25.18 

1) Summit Drive was subdivided into 8 parcels in 1978. Each of the lots was sold for residential 

purposes, however no development of any kind took place for the following 3 decades. The 30 

year covenants “automatically ceased and terminated” in 2008, still with no residential 

development having occurred.  

 

2) According to the zoning map provided by Oconee County, the parcel in question 039‐00‐01‐068 

lies in the Control Free District.  

 

3) Initial measurements taken on GIS by myself indicated that the wedding chapel was outside of 

the Lake Overlay District. These measurements show that, according to Oconee County GIS, the 

wedding chapel is just outside 750 ft from the nearest point on the lake. 

 

4) The “wedding chapel” is merely wooden log benches, sawn from the trees I cut down from our 

property.  

a. Should it be determined that the wood benches in fact ARE within the Lake Overlay 

District, I apologize for the oversight and hope to receive the Boards approval for 

continued use of this area. Moving the benches out of the Lake Overlay district is 

possible, however it would require the removal of several large beautiful trees. Moving 

the benches out of the Lake Overlay District would also result in the wedding chapel 

being located closer to our neighbors; a move we are hoping to avoid.  

 

5) Since we began advertising the wedding chapel 14 months ago, we have only held 2 commercial 

weddings at the property.  

a. During these weddings, only about 20 minutes is spent in the wedding chapel. The rest 

of the evening is spent in the reception area and on the grassy lawn, each of which is 

located well beyond the Lake Overlay District. 

b. We plan to limit weddings to an average of 1 per month. 

 

6) Parking for up to 50 vehicles is available on our other 2 acres, all of which is outside of the Lake 

Overlay District. This parking area as well as Summit Drive (the private road leading up to the 

property) is maintained solely by myself. Approximately $10,000 in maintenance has been 

completed in the last 2 years.  

a. Before we developed the road and the property, the road was completely unusable. It 

was covered in large piles of fill dirt, deposited by the neighbor at the bottom of the hill. 

Over the years, trees and brush overgrew the piles of dirt, resulting in a very expensive 

and labor intensive cleanup of the road. This was completed entirely by me and a crew I 

hired with no financial or labor assistance from any of the neighbors, including the one 

who dumped the dirt there in the first place. 

b. I intend to continue maintenance of Summit Drive for the duration of our commercial 

activates on the property.  

c. The above 2 items are evidence that the Commercial Activity in question is beneficial to 

the area and to my neighbors.   
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Date:  June 25, 2018 

To:  Members of the Board of Zoning Appeals 

From:  Bill Huggins, AICP 
 Senior Planner 
 
Re: Staff Report for SE18-000001, Special Exception Request by Daniel Jacob Maalouf  

The applicant is requesting a Special Exception from the Board of Zoning Appeals to allow a wedding 
chapel and assorted tour activities on a one acre parcel along Lake Jocassee in the northeastern corner of 
the County above Salem   Non-residential activities in the Jocassee Lake Overlay District require 
approval under the Special Exception provisions of the Zoning Ordinance   The wedding and tourist 
activities were added to the site in 2017.  The use features a reception area defined by a gravel pad for 
tables and chairs and a mulched area and wooden benches which serve as the chapel.  A bathhouse is 
also located on the property.   

When a complaint about the site came to the County’s attention, a staff investigation was undertaken to 
determine what, if any, violations had occurred and to discuss potential remedies with the applicant.  A 
building permit is required for  a treehouse and bathhouse and has been applied for.   The treehouse is 
not a commercial activity subject to Special Exception review.   The applicant believes that the wedding 
facilities are outside the Overlay boundary, which cuts across the northeast side of the parcel.   However, 
this fact cannot be clearly established without a formal survey to locate the demarcation boundary and 
the affected uses.   The Overlay applies to property within 750’ of the full pond contour of Lake 
Jocassee, which is 1100’ above Mean Sea-Level.   Without definitive evidence to the contrary, the 
Zoning Administrator has ruled that the non-residential uses must be assigned to the Overlay.  The 
burden of proof to the contrary lies with the applicant, who could also appeal the Zoning 
Administrator’s ruling to the Board.  However, that would be a separate application, and the applicant 
has chosen to proceed with the understanding that the overlay standards apply to the uses in questions.    

The subject property is accessed by a private road called Summit Drive, which is about 750’ in length 
and empties on to Cool Valley Road, which in turn ties in to Jocassee Lake Road.  The applicant has 
indicated that the wedding facility has booked only 2 events thus far in 2018 and that the maximum 
wedding party is capped at 50 to 60 participants.    During events, the private access road will need to 
accommodate an undetermined number of vehicles, and sufficient parking should be available on site to 
handle the activity.   The County has no commercial road standards or formal parking standards for 
particular uses. 
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Criteria 

Non-residential uses are allowed in the Overlay district only through the Special Exception review and 
approval process by the Board of Zoning Appeals, and such uses must meet the four criteria listed 
below.  According to Section 38-7.2 of the Zoning Ordinance, such uses must be:  
 

1) In accordance with the comprehensive plan and is consistent with the spirit, purposes,  
 and the intent and specific requirements of this chapter, to include the definition and intent of 
 the district in which the special exception is being requested;  

 (2) In the best interests of the county, the convenience of the community and the public welfare;  

  
(3) Suitable for the property in question, and designed, constructed, operated, and maintained so as 
 to be in harmony with and appropriate in appearance to the existing or intended character of 
 the general vicinity;  

(4) Suitable in terms of effects on highway traffic, parking and safety with adequate access 
 arrangements to protect streets from undue congestion and hazards.  

In addition, the Board has the flexibility to require any other conditions on approval that it feels are 
appropriate to insure that the residential character of the area is maintained.  The Board may also apply 
any provisions it feels are applicable from Appendix A of the Ordinance.  That Appendix is included in 
this packet.   The area is zoned Control Free District, so uses are not generally restricted, except where 
an Overlay imposes a review process and possible conditions on approval beyond the strict requirements 
of the underlying zoning district or related codes.   

Public Input 

The packet also contains letters and comments from property owners in the area who have expressed 
concerns about the request.   
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Willis Huggins

From: Ben Ferguson <clearwatermarine@bellsouth.net>
Sent: Wednesday, June 20, 2018 7:33 AM
To: Willis Huggins; David Ward; Chris Lynch
Subject: Actions on Summit Dr with Daniel Maalouf Property

Mr Huggins 
 
     David Ward and I own property at the end of Summit Dr , Salem SC joining the Maaulof 's.  We 
evidently are beyond the 250 feet requirement to be informed on whats going on in our neighborhood 
as his father owns property joining us. Although we are actually within the 250 feet requirement. 
Please send us all info regarding this matter ASAP and any info that affects us in the further 
concerning this neighborhood.    
 
Thank You 
  
Ben Ferguson 
L Marine Team Pickens 
2640 Walhalla Highway 
Six Mile, SC 29682 
Phone: 864-868-4188 
Fax: 864-868-4189 
http://lmarineteampickens.com/ 
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Willis Huggins

From: Beckert, Joseph M - CHARLOTTE NC <joseph_m_beckert@ml.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 14, 2018 3:07 PM
To: Willis Huggins
Subject: Board zoning for Jocassee Lake Road

Dear W Huggins, 
 
Hello, thank you for the letters regarding zoning appeals for Jocassee Lake Road.  I live in Charlotte and I don’t expect to 
attend the meeting on the 23rd at 6 pm on a Monday unless there is the possibility to vote on the exceptions.  I would 
like to know prior to the meeting, however, what the intentions are in terms of facilities and scope for the commercial 
parking for shuttles and for sale of fire wood.  My vacation property is off of Francis Falls Drive on Jocassee Glen Drive 
and I currently know that my neighbor sells firewood and there is parking on the grass next to him.   
 
Could you please email me a reply or call me to provide some scope of what would be allowed or is expected for these 
two exceptions in the future?  I would be interested to know so we don’t find out that the scenic nature of the location 
in the future becomes a paved business parking lot for commercial traffic or a store front.   
 
Is there going to be a vote on any proposed exceptions? If not, I would like to know how exceptions are granted and 
how the neighbors can weigh in.  Thank you, 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
 
 
Joseph M. Beckert, CFP®  
 
Vice President 
Wealth Management Advisor 
Portfolio Manager 
 

Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Inc. 
6000 Fairview Road Suite 600 Charlotte, NC 28210 
Ph 980.282.1743  Fax 704.837.8948 Toll Free 800.937.0406 
Joseph_M_Beckert@ml.com  
http://fc.ml.com/JOSEPH_M_BECKERT 

 
For insights on the go follow Merrill Lynch on  LinkedIn  

Life’s better when we’re connected® 
 

 
 
 
Our office moved on October 3rd 2016 to a new location: 6000 Fairview Road Suite 600 Charlotte NC 28210 phone 980‐
282‐1743. 
 

This message, and any attachments, is for the intended recipient(s) only, may contain information that is 
privileged, confidential and/or proprietary and subject to important terms and conditions available at 
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http://www.bankofamerica.com/emaildisclaimer. If you are not the intended recipient, please delete this 
message. 
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Willis Huggins

From: Willis Huggins
Sent: Monday, June 04, 2018 4:28 PM
To: Sherrie Williams
Cc: Adam Chapman
Subject: Fwd: Property under investigation / 330Summit Dr. Salem SC. 29676

 
Sherrie:  let me know if you get this. 
 
 
Bill 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Chris Lynch <baldbarber1@yahoo.com> 
Date: June 4, 2018 at 3:48:10 PM EDT 
To: whuggins@oconeesc.com 
Subject: Property under investigation / 330Summit Dr. Salem SC. 29676 

 
Mr. Huggins , I’m writing in regards to the miss use of property by Mr. Daniel Maluaf at 330 
Summit Dr. Salem SC. 29676. 
I registered the complaint to Oconnee codes office on Apx. 4-17-18. It’s my understanding 
investigation was conducted. 
I gave permission to enter the private road to the County. Now I understand a meeting to review 
has been scheduled for June 26th at which time I’m out of town. I believe it would have been the 
right thing to at least contact me and other residence affected by the private property being used 
for commercial use.  
Now I know the owner has pulled permit to build a house which has not been done. There is 
direct violations been committed.Mr. Maalouf makes it clear when I try to talk reasonable with 
him about the problem, he’s only concerned about himself and personal gain. 
Are only some of expected to follow rules and others exempt.  
It’s my understanding special meeting is called to consider giving permission for the violators of 
the rules.  
Mr. Maalouf has had power turned on without a letter of occupancy by the county. 
When I built my house inspections had to be done and passed to get a letter of occupancy.  
If special privileges are being given or passes to the violators in this case. The county allows this 
it looses all credibility. Why would anyone ever follow the rules to build in Oconnee Co, SC. if a 
pass can be obtained by a few.  
This property was part of a development, it’s behind a private shared gate.  
Please do not allow special privilege for this property to be made commercial. 
A Airb&b at single family sweeping is one thing but turning the neighborhood into a commercial 
business is another. 
The Maalouf’s are wanting to turn the whole place into tree house rentals , wedding Chapel & 
Boat storage rental. The property was never intended for this by original developer. This is a 
private shared road the overuse is a burden to myself an other lot owners. Thanks Christopher D 
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Willis Huggins

From: Chris Lynch <baldbarber1@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 12, 2018 9:53 AM
To: Willis Huggins
Subject: Re: Property under investigation / 330Summit Dr. Salem SC. 29676d

 Mr. Huggins thanks for your response to my enquiries on the problem Mr. Maalouf has created. I’ve expressed my 
concern and complete opposition in the case being presented. Mr. Maalouf wants to be able to continue business as 
usual. Although he’s been in direct violation of going through proper procedures. He’s had power turned on somehow 
without a letter of occupancy. He’s pulled permit for a house that hasn’t been built instead other structures with no 
inspection.He wants to use all properties for business for his personal gain.  
He wants to conduct a wedding chapel that brings heavy traffic on  (Cool Valley) county rd. that is not adequate for the 
additional pressure. It is one lane where on coming vehicles have to back up at times to move over to allow for passing 
by one another. Furthermore allowing heavy pressure on a private shared drive that is private gated. I and others lot 
owners share the cost to maintain. The traffic presents a danger visitors drive up and down a steep gravel road at 
dangerous and uncontrollable speeds. This is a  threat to my children and other visitors. The roads are absolutely 
inadequate for the excessive business traffic. Is the board of the special meeting willing to be partly responsible in the 
event of any tragic accident , if permission is granted ? 
Mr. Maalouf has been approached and politely asked by me to cease in this activity.   
This meeting is scheduled to quickly for most owners that live away off to know about the meeting or have time to be 
prepared to give a response.  
 I personally have had a vacation planned for months ahead and can’t attend. I’m directly affected  by the outcome of 
this meeting.  
Respectfully requesting that this meeting be rescheduled till at least the next meeting or a later date. That way in this 
remote area others have more time to plan attendance.  
If you choose to continue as planned, please take my extreme opposition in to account concerning the matter. 
I appeal to this board to not allow some of the most beautiful lands of the State to be harmed by commercialism.  
Must we continue to destroy all of the peaceful places around the State all for a dollar? If Mr. Maalouf and other Profit 
seekers are not held in check within reason. All the beautiful places will disappear for good and all will be lost.  
Respectfully , thanks for your consideration. Christopher D Lynch Sent from my iPhone 
 
> On Jun 6, 2018, at 8:36 AM, Willis Huggins <whuggins@oconeesc.com> wrote: 
>  
> Chris:  I understand your concern.   We notify property owners based on the current standard, state statute and local 
code requirements.   In addition, the property will be posted.  If everyone who you've indicated does not receive direct 
notification, they should be able to know about the case through a required legal ad, word of mouth, and the property 
posting.  If others wish to be notified of the details in this case, we can certainly place them on our notification list, but 
they would have to request that.  As to your specific request about notification, I will pass that request along to my 
supervisor.  However, please understand that we need to be consistent in the notification process from case to case.   
Call me this morning and we can certainly discuss this. 
>  
> Thanks 
> Bill 
>  
>  
>  
> Bill Huggins 
> Planner 
> Community Development 



2

> Oconee County, SC 
> Phone:  864‐710‐2390 
> Email:  whuggins@oconeesc.com 
>  
>  
>  
>  
>  
>  
> ‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
> From: Chris Lynch [mailto:baldbarber1@yahoo.com] 
> Sent: Tuesday, June 05, 2018 7:44 PM 
> To: Willis Huggins 
> Subject: Re: Property under investigation / 330Summit Dr. Salem SC.  
> 29676d 
>  
> Mr. Huggins in addition I would like to request all lot owners in the development be informed. There is owners most 
likely unaware of what is going on. In addition any property adjacent to either side of Summit Rd. should be made aware 
of the request. 
> This all sneaky business and outrageously unfair to all owners that could be affected.  
> I do not wish to make this a legal battle but have already spoke to a  
> attorney that believes there is a case. I don’t want this but do not  
> intend to be run over in the matter. Chris Lynch 
>  
> Sent from my iPhone 
>  
>> On Jun 5, 2018, at 10:34 AM, Willis Huggins <whuggins@oconeesc.com>  
>> wrote 
>>  
>> Chris:  I will include your email in the record for this Board of Zoning Appeals case.  The deadline for application for 
the June 25 Board meeting is this Thursday and we are still awaiting additional information from the applicant to make 
the Special Exception request application complete.  After Thursday, the property will be posted and letters will also be 
sent to property owners within a 250' radius of the property notifying them about the case.   This letter is sent out at 
least 15 days prior to the meeting.  New requirements for notification are now under consideration by Council and will 
be forthcoming.  But this is the current requirement.   If you have other questions, please let me know.   I will include 
you on the notification list if you wish for mailing,  if you make that request, even if you do not have property within the 
250 foot radius.  If you have other questions about what factors the Board considers in reviewing Special Exception 
requests, please let me know.  I would be glad to discuss the matter with you. 
>>  
>>  
>> Sincerely, 
>> Bill 
>>  
>>  
>> Bill Huggins 
>> Planner 
>> Community Development 
>> Oconee County, SC 
>> Phone:  864‐710‐2390 
>> Email:  whuggins@oconeesc.com 
>>  
>>  
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>>  
>>  
>>  
>>  
>> ‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
>> From: Chris Lynch [mailto:baldbarber1@yahoo.com] 
>> Sent: Monday, June 04, 2018 3:48 PM 
>> To: Willis Huggins 
>> Subject: Property under investigation / 330Summit Dr. Salem SC. 29676 
>>  
>>  
>> Mr. Huggins , I’m writing in regards to the miss use of property by Mr. Daniel Maluaf at 330 Summit Dr. Salem SC. 
29676. 
>> I registered the complaint to Oconnee codes office on Apx. 4‐17‐18. It’s my understanding investigation was 
conducted. 
>> I gave permission to enter the private road to the County. Now I understand a meeting to review has been scheduled 
for June 26th at which time I’m out of town. I believe it would have been the right thing to at least contact me and other 
residence affected by the private property being used for commercial use.  
>> Now I know the owner has pulled permit to build a house which has not been done. There is direct violations been 
committed.Mr. Maalouf makes it clear when I try to talk reasonable with him about the problem, he’s only concerned 
about himself and personal gain. 
>> Are only some of expected to follow rules and others exempt.  
>> It’s my understanding special meeting is called to consider giving permission for the violators of the rules.  
>> Mr. Maalouf has had power turned on without a letter of occupancy by the county. 
>> When I built my house inspections had to be done and passed to get a letter of occupancy.  
>> If special privileges are being given or passes to the violators in this case. The county allows this it looses all 
credibility. Why would anyone ever follow the rules to build in Oconnee Co, SC. if a pass can be obtained by a few.  
>> This property was part of a development, it’s behind a private shared gate.  
>> Please do not allow special privilege for this property to be made commercial. 
>> A Airb&b at single family sweeping is one thing but turning the neighborhood into a commercial business is another. 
>> The Maalouf’s are wanting to turn the whole place into tree house  
>> rentals , wedding Chapel & Boat storage rental. The property was  
>> never intended for this by original developer. This is a private  
>> shared road the overuse is a burden to myself an other lot owners.  
>> Thanks Christopher D Lynch 864‐ 380‐8200 
>>  
>> Sent from my iPhone 
>  
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Willis Huggins

From: Chris Lynch <baldbarber1@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 12, 2018 1:40 PM
To: Willis Huggins
Subject: Fwd: Complaint emails forwarded explanation 

 

Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Chris Lynch <baldbarber1@yahoo.com> 
Date: June 12, 2018 at 1:26:02 PM EDT 
To: krieid@oconeesc.com 
Cc: soklley@oconeesc.com 
Subject: Fwd: Complaint emails forwarded explanation  

 

Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Chris Lynch <baldbarber1@yahoo.com> 
Date: June 12, 2018 at 1:10:40 PM EDT 
To: BENJIE FERGUSEN <Clearwatermarine@bellsouth.net> 
Subject: Fwd: Complaint emails forwarded explanation  

 

Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Chris Lynch <baldbarber1@yahoo.com> 
Date: June 12, 2018 at 1:09:52 PM EDT 
To: kreid@oconneesc.com 
Cc: sokelley@oconneesc.com 
Subject: Complaint emails forwarded explanation  

Mr. Ried , needing your help and attention concerning a problem. 
Mr. Daniel Maalouf wants to run several businesses from Summit 
Drive Salem SC. This was originally a development not intended 
for commercial uses. The protective covenants have ran out of 
date.  
Where I need you is to look at Cool Valley Rd. and give your 
opinion to the special hearing board about the road use. Cool 
Valley is the gravel Co. maintained rd. off of Jocassee lake rd. that 
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provides access to Pinacle Circle and Summit Dr. 
Cool Valley is a one lane rd. that continual maintenance is required 
to maintain.  If on coming traffic meet someone has to give right of 
way to pass.  
If Maalouf is granted his request to operate the business’s and is 
not stopped the roads will not be adequate for the added pressure. 
He absolutely should not be granted this request at everyone else’s 
expense. Thank You Christopher D Lynch (864-380-8200) 
 
Sent from my iPhone 



1

Willis Huggins

From: Bobby Mosley <bobbymosley36@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 20, 2018 9:34 AM
To: Greg Gordos
Cc: Sherrie Williams; Willis Huggins
Subject: Board of zoning appeals notice

Board of zoning appeals members, 
 
My name is Bobby J Mosley i reside at 190 cool valley rd Salem. I am emailing you concerning the public 
hearing for the special exception for Daniel Maalouf at 330 Summit drive, Salem (tax map sequence # 039-00-
01-068) I would like to start out saying, by no means am i against anyone conducting a business for profit or 
otherwise. The property that Mr. Maalouf has developed is located within 300 yards of my property. Mr. 
Maalouf has been renting/leasing that facility for several months for overnight stays and I have had no issues 
with his guest so for. I do have concerns with the wedding events in that location, every wedding someone in 
the community has had to ask that the noise be lowered or completely stopped due to late night hour, law 
enforcement has had to intervene at lease once. The traffic that the wedding events create has even a larger 
concern than the noise, cool valley road between jocassee lake road to summit drive is one lane gravel road with 
deep ditch narrow areas. They is no areas for merging vehicles to cross and is very dangerous for either vehicle 
to reverse due to the obstructed views. After one of Mr. Maalouf wedding events a catering van became stuck 
and was left for over twenty four hours blocking a large portion of the road, by Gods grace no one need fire or 
rescue during that time. If the county approves Mr. Maalouf for a wedding chapel at 330 summit drive without 
improving cool valley road from jocassee lake road  to summit drive will be placing everyone living or visiting 
beyond summit drive in jeopardy of not being able to receive or delayed response of emergency services.  
 
I will not be able to attend the board meeting but do request the boards decision in writing or email. 
 
Thanks for your time 
Bobby Mosley 
190 cool valley rd 
Salem, SC 29676 
bobbymosley36@gmail.com 
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Willis Huggins

From: Sherrie Williams
Sent: Wednesday, June 20, 2018 11:49 AM
To: Willis Huggins
Subject: FW: Public Hearing - Daniel Maalouf

 
 
From: Pamela Towe [mailto:addiesridge@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, June 18, 2018 11:08 AM 
To: Greg Gordos; Sherrie Williams 
Subject: Public Hearing - Daniel Maalouf 
 
Thank you for your letter and the opportunity to offer comments on the proposed expansion in my area.   
 
Please accept this email as my opposition to the proposed wedding chapel/wedding venue located at 330 
Summit Drive, Salem, SC, 29676.  The applicant, Daniel Maalouf has held two wedding venues at this location 
that has posed the following concerns: 
 
1)  this open air type facility offers no barrier for sound/noise control. (Both venues were conducted with D.J. 
and music); 
 
2)  traffic control and risk of accident on a small two lane, gravel road; 
 
3)  fire safety due to the inability of fire trucks being able to reach the scene during a venue. 
 
Should you have any questions or concerns, please let me know. 
 
 



 

 

 
June 21, 2018 
 
 
To:  Board of Zoning Appeals; County Council Members 
Re:  Public Hearing on June 25, 2018 at 6 PM 
        Special Exception Requests by Applicant Daniel Maalouf 
        330 Summit Drive, Salem, SC 29676 
 
We are Jimmy and Sonya Mosley and we are neighbors to the above referenced property.    Our property  
joins Summit Drive and parallel on the right side for the majority of the length of Summit Drive.  In saying that, 
please know that to this date we have never met the Maalouf’s face to face with the only exception of 
possibly passing on the road.  Also, please understand our concern and surprise to hear about BZA’s Public 
Hearing.  We received no letter or call about the Public Hearing from Oconee County BZA.  It is only because 
a neighbor insisted a sign be placed at the beginning of Summit Drive instead of only at 330 Summit Drive 
(where no neighbors would see it) and another neighbor sharing a letter that was received from Oconee 
County BZA that we even have knowledge of the Public Hearing.  
 
We have several concerns about Mr. Maalouf’s request for Special Exception for non-residental/commercial 
use.  Our understanding is that Mr. Maalouf is asking approval for non-residental/commercial use in terms of 
a Bed and Breakfast and Wedding Chapel.  The Webster dictionary states that a Bed and Breakfast is “an 
establishment offering lodging and breakfast”.  At this time, there is one treehouse built that is being rented 
with a bathhouse separate and not a full kitchen; and no property owner present to prepare and serve 
breakfast to guests each morning.  (see Lost Treehouse of Jocassee website).  Therefore, the current 
accommodations is definitely not a Bed and Breakfast by any measure.  We feel this is just another way;  
as well as many others, Mr. Maalouf has been misleading to the actual use of the 330 Summit Drive property.   
 
The majority of the families that live near 330 Summit Drive are full-time residents and live here because of 
the quiet, solitude, family friendly, residential area that it always has been and much of the property has been 
family owned for 100+ years.  In our opinion, the area is not the suitable place to establish non-
residential/commercial businesses such as B&B’s and weddings.  Mr. Maalouf’s intentions to build more 
treehouses at/or near the 330 Summit Drive and to rent the property for a wedding venue only contradicts his 
own words as to why he chose this property for himself in the first place.  If Mr. Maalouf is permitted to build 
more treehouses or use the property for other non-residential/commercial use means more disruptions, 
noise, dangers to the environment, nature and neighbors.  
 
One of our other concerns is the road that leads to 330 Summit Drive; that road being Cool Valley Road.    
Cool Valley Road is a narrow one-lane gravel road with deep ditches on either side in several places.  Also, 
Cool Valley Road was not built for high volume traffic but built only for local residential traffic.  It is very 
dangerous to meet oncoming traffic (especially people who do not know the road) because there are no 
places for cars to pull over or back up to allow oncoming traffic to pass.  On one occasion after one of the 
weddings, on Cool Valley Road, the caters’ van and outdoor cooker was in the ditch partially blocking the road 
for at least 24 hours.  This was not an ideal driving situation for the full-time residents who rely on Cool Valley 
Road to get work and home each day.  Another concern that the full-time residents have is in the event 
Emergency Personnel and Vehicles were needed at our homes; the congested traffic would be endangering 
the way and would delay timely response to residents in need in all areas.  



To:  Board of Zoning Appeals; County Council 
Re:  Public Hearing on June 25, 2018 at 6 PM 
        Special Exception Requests by Applicant Daniel Maalouf 
        330 Summit Drive, Salem, SC 29676 
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Also, turning left off Jocassee Lake Road onto Cool Valley Road there is a bad blind spot that is potentially 
hazardous for people who do not live in the area and looking for oncoming traffic; and for cars following each 
other causing congested traffic. 
 
The last thing that we would like to comment on is Mr. Maalouf’s character.  It seems apparent that  
Mr. Maalouf is one who would rather plea for forgiveness/misunderstandings  than ask permission or use 
proper means/permits for establishing a home or non-residential/commercial businesses.   Per the Oconee 
County BZA, Mr. Maalouf applied for a permit to build a four-room cabin and well pump; instead he built a 
treehouse and separate bathouse.  Most neighbors were not aware of what he was building; certainly not a 
treehouse to use as rental property or a wedding venue rental.  Lastly, a personal concern is that Mr. Maalouf 
posted on his website several months ago, in regards to his kayak business for his customers to park at Mt. 
Carmel Baptist Church No. 1.  Mr. Maalouf posted this parking information on his website with knowledge that 
a sign was already posted at the church stating “Church Parking Only/all others will be towed at owners 
expense”.  Also, Mr. Maalouf never tried to ask permission from the church Pastor (always there on Sundays 
and Wednesdays).  The church Deacons called Mr. Maalouf and asked that the kayak parking information be 
removed from his website. 
 
The questions that we have for Oconee County BZA and Mr. Maalouf are as follows: 

1) Is proper Sanitation/Septic system in place at 330 Summit Drive?  Was it permitted/approved? 
2) Does property have proper power hook-up?  Was it permitted/approved?  Per Oconee County, temp 

power is still in use.  How is this possible?  And why is it continuing? 
3) Do you realize the liabilty Mr. Maalouf  has placed himself under?  And the County Taxpayers? 

 
Thank you for your time and consideration to this matter.  We appreciate your efforts in bringing a proper 
solution to this situation.  Please inform us by writing (541 Addies Ridge, Salem, SC 29676) or email of the 
outcome of this Public Hearing. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jimmy and Sonya Mosley 



 

 

 

SE 18-000002 

Special Exception 

Sherrie Cobb 

123 Francis Falls Drive, Salem, SC 

TMS# 038-00-01-007 

 

 



To the Oconee County Zoning Commission, 

 

We are asking to file a Special Exception Requests based on Section 38-7-2 for the property at 
123 Francis Falls Drive, Salem, South Carolina in the Keowee, Jocassee Overlay District.  In 
accordance with keeping with the spirt of the area, county and Devils Fork State Park in which 
the Jocassee Overlay Area encompasses, we are asking for this exemption to continue a small 
wood sales area and possible produce stand to benefit our community and people visiting 
Devils Fork State Park.  We have had our property since 1984, over 30 years and have always 
worked with our neighbors, businesses and the originals Holcomb’s and Hinkle’s of the Jocassee 
Valley.  As you know, from Salem SC to the closest Grocery Store is 17 miles to Ingles in West 
Union.  How great a stand with fresh vegetables from the garden would be for campers and 
people in the area.  

 My daughter Sherrie White Cobb and her husband Randy Cobb moved into the house in 2011 
and after speaking with the neighbors, park management and businesses, thought it would be a 
great asset for the area.  She began selling wood the March 1 of 2012 before the Jocassee 
Overlay District was zoned May of 2012.  We also, over the 30 plus years we have owned the 
property, have sold wood on several occasions to people coming up to the house asking 
questions about the lake before the park was opened in 1990.   

The small wood area is a 2 ft x 8 ft wood rack and have 2 mounted signs, at the end of a 2.5-
acre lot.   The wood bundles are bound neatly with twine and stacked.  This is all done on the 
good ole honor system with a small drop box for customers to put their money in.  The area is 
clear of structures and there are beautiful trees and manicured grapevine and ivy as you come 
into the area.  This area is at the bottom of a rolling grassy hill with trees, roses and azaleas. 
Open fields can be seen on either side of property.  In keeping with the harmony and 
appearance.  It is as if traveling down a country road and seeing a road side wood stand, on a 
beautiful piece of property.    The area is accessible off the main road, up our driveway and into 
area at the end of our property for cars to park, get out and crab a bundle of wood, turn around 
and drive back out. We will even deliver it people in our community and stack if needed.  We 
seldom have more than 1 or 2 cars at the most getting wood at the same time so there is plenty 
of room for the transactions on the property itself without interrupting the flow of traffic from 
Jocassee Lake DR.  In August of 2016, we had a road renovation and culvert installed to aid 
customers ease of access to the area and a special drive was constructed off the driveway into 
the area to not restrict the 1 other full-time resident which lives behind us.   

 



People coming to our county to visit, and people who live in our area, have all gotten wood 
from us.  Visitors have even stated that is what they would expect to see in our area.   As far as 
the State Park is concerned, it is great for people checking in after hours to have a place to get 
wood while setting up their campsites.  (Please see letters 1 and 2 of support from Kevin Evans, 
Devils Fork State Park Manager and Eclectic Sun owner Debbie Laughridge.)  Neighbors have 
gotten wood from us when they have run out in the winter or just don't want to cut their own.  
We also provide FREE kindling with our wood sales. Over the years, we have made many good 
friends who travel to our area year after year as well as lifelong friends from our community as 
they came to purchase wood.  (Please see support documentation from community.) 

In closing, we ask that you please grant us the Special Exception to continue what we have been 
doing constantly for 6 years and off and on for over 30. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Date:  June 25, 2018 

To:  Members of the Board of Zoning Appeals 

From:  Bill Huggins, AICP 
 Senior Planner 
 
Re: Staff Report for SE18-000002, Special Exception Request by Sherrie Cobb  

The applicant is requesting a Special Exception from the Board of Zoning Appeals to allow a small 
firewood sales area to continue on the subject property and to permit the possible inclusion of a produce 
stand in the future.  The property is undeveloped and is located at the intersection of Jocassee Lake Road 
and Francis Falls Road across from Devil’s Fork State Park.   It is located adjacent to a parcel which is 
the subject of another Special Exception request for consideration on this agenda.  Non-residential 
activities in the Jocassee Lake Overlay District require approval under the Special Exception provisions 
of the Zoning Ordinance This overlay is intended to protect water quality, maintain natural beauty, and 
limit secondary impacts of new development that may negatively affect the lifestyles of those living near 
the lakeshore and the general enjoyment of the lakes by all citizens. Impacts could include traffic 
congestion or degrading of local roads, noise effects, etc.   According to the applicant they had been 
selling firewood at the subject property prior to the establishment of the Lake Overlay in 2012; 
therefore, the argument could be made that the use, if it was in continuous operation until the present 
date, would be grandfathered.   However, it is unclear whether or not the use was continuous during that 
time, even though it had been a function of the site on an occasional basis going back thirty years, 
according to the applicant.    

This use of property within the Lake Overlay district came to our attention through a complaint from a 
local property owner,   Because there is uncertainty about the ongoing nature of the use in question, the 
Zoning Administrator’s conclusion was that the use should be treated as one requiring Special Exception 
approval by the Board of Zoning Appeals.   

The applicant has submitted a narrative describing the use and the method of access by vehicles coming 
on site to purchase wood.  It should be noted that the stand is not manned.   Buyers are on the honor 
system and simply leave their payment at the stand when they purchase wood.    

Criteria 

Non-residential uses are allowed in the Overlay district only through the Special Exception review and 
approval process by the Board of Zoning Appeals, and such uses must meet the four criteria listed 
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below.  According to Section 38-7.2 of the Zoning Ordinance, such uses must be:  
 

(1)  In accordance with the comprehensive plan and is consistent with the spirit, purposes, and the 
 intent and specific requirements of this chapter, to include the definition and intent of the  district 
 in which the special  exception is being requested;  

(2) In the best interests of the county, the convenience of the community and the public welfare;  

 
(3) Suitable for the property in question, and designed, constructed, operated, and maintained so as 
 to be in harmony with and appropriate in appearance to the existing or intended  character of 
 the general vicinity;  

  
(4) Suitable in terms of effects on highway traffic, parking and safety with adequate access 
 arrangements to protect streets from undue congestion and hazards.  

 

In addition, the Board has the flexibility to require any other conditions on approval that it feels are 
appropriate to insure that the residential character of the area is maintained.  The Board may also apply 
any provisions it feels are applicable from Appendix A of the Ordinance.  That Appendix is included in 
this packet.   The area is zoned Control Free District, so uses are not generally restricted, except where 
an Overlay imposes a review process and possible conditions on approval beyond the strict requirements 
of the underlying zoning district or related codes.   

Community Support Information 

This packet also contains support letters from property owners in the area.   
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Dear Zoning Board Members, 

 

It has come to our attention that a complaint has been made regarding the sale of firewood within the 
Keowee/Jocassee Lake Overlay Zone.  

First, as residents of the neighborhood in question who pass this site on a daily basis, we have never 
found this scene to be unsightly in any way. The property owners keep the site mowed and very neat 
and orderly, without an excessive amount of firewood bundles on display. Rather, we find that it adds a 
bit of rural charm to our road. 

Secondly, and most important, this small, self-service firewood stand offers a very valuable resource for 
campers coming in to Devils Fork State Park. Other businesses in the area, including the state park and 
their on-site provider, Eclectic Sun, operate on a business schedule. Campers often arrive after business 
hours, and without the resource of this small firewood stand, would have no place to buy wood for both 
heating and cooking purposes.  

As we are sure you know, campers are discouraged – for very good reason – from bringing firewood 
from home due to the spread of damaging insects and potential disease. The firewood stand offers 
locally sourced firewood, nicely seasoned. Those who care about the aesthetic and economic impact of 
our area forests will understand that locally sourced firewood is extremely important. If campers arrive 
and have no access to clean, dry, seasoned firewood, it only takes one bad experience before they will 
bring it from where ever home may be, “just in case.” 

We would appreciate the granting of a Zoning Variance to allow for the continuing sale of firewood on 
this property. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

Brooks and Kay Wade 



















mike sewell <mike.sewell.builders@gmail.com>

Jocassee Glen Road Repair
5 messages

mike sewell <mike.sewell.builders@gmail.com> Sun, Apr 3, 2016 at 5:47 PM
To: DEBBIE SEWELL <debbio.sewell@gmail.com>
Bcc: "janethutch7@yahoo.com" <janethutch7@yahoo.com>, William Bush <wbush15@bellsouth.net>,
joseph_m_beckert@ml.com

Jocassee Glen Property Owners,

I hope you all are well. Spring is a beautiful time of year here in Jocassee Glen. The Oconee Bells and other native
plants are blooming. It is a great time to visit.

Our Home Owner Covenant/restrictions state that the property owners of our subdivision are responsible for the up-
keep and repair of the right-of-way from Jocassee Lake Road through Jocassee Glen Subdivision. Since 2015, the
tenants residing at the White Property adjacent to the right-of-way have made alterations, added new entrances, and
encroached on the right-of-way causing the road to narrow and fall into disrepair; resulting in the reduction our
property value. In March, I had the Right-of-way surveyed and once the survey was complete I met With Bill White
(the Property owner adjacent to the right-of-way), and Herman Holcombe the property owner over which the right-of-
way passes. As a result of that meeting, Mr. White agreed to reimburse us for the cost of the culvert since the entrance
to the firewood sales area (established by his tenant) was causing the road to wash and create a muddy entrance to our
property. I proceeded with the reestablishment of the right-of-way and the repair of the road according to the survey
(original right-of-way was established in 1957). I have paid for the survey and the road repair through Jocassee Glen
and I am requesting that you reimburse me for your portion of the totals. I am enclosing the invoices for both.

This is the breakdown for the reimbursement:

There are 13 lots In Jocassee Glen and 7 property owners. The owner (Len Talley) of the 2 lots at the end of Jocassee
Glen has not contributed to road repairs in the past and he advised me that he would not pay for road repairs thus
we are no longer maintaining the portion of the road that leads to his lots. The 6 property owners who contribute to

the road repairs are Beckert (3 lots), Bush (3 lots), Hutcheson (2 lots), Sewell (1 lot), Welch (1 lot) and Cherry (1 lot).

I have divided the Cost of the survey for the right-of-way from Jocassee Lake Road to the Start of Jocassee Glen
Subdivision by property owners (6)The total cost of the Survey is $400.00. The share of the cost for each property
owner is $65.00.

I have divided the cost of the road repairs between 11 lots (not property owners) .The total of the road repair is
$1320.00 ($1500.00-180.00 for the culvert)The share of the road repair costs for each lot is $120.00.

Beckert = $425.00

Bush= $425.00

Hutcheson = $305.00

Sewell, Welch, Cherry = $ 185.00

Gmail - Jocassee Glen Road Repair https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=89e8ffccd0&jsver=zr0O42E...

1 of 4 6/22/2018, 12:18 PM



please send check to Mike Sewell; 211 Jocassee Glen Drive; Salem,SC 29676

Mike

2road2016011.pdf
530K

Janet <janethutch7@yahoo.com> Sun, Apr 3, 2016 at 6:20 PM
To: mike sewell <mike.sewell.builders@gmail.com>

Mike and Debbie
Thank you for taking care of this for all of us. I will send you a check tomorrow. 
Thx again
Janet

Sent from my iPhone
[Quoted text hidden]

<2road2016011.pdf>

mike sewell <mike.sewell.builders@gmail.com> Mon, Apr 4, 2016 at 10:53 PM
To: KWTRAILS@sc.rr.com

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: mike sewell <mike.sewell.builders@gmail.com>
Date: April 3, 2016 at 5:47:24 PM EDT
To: DEBBIE SEWELL <debbio.sewell@gmail.com>
Subject: Jocassee Glen Road Repair

[Quoted text hidden]

2road2016011.pdf
530K

mike sewell <mike.sewell.builders@gmail.com> Sat, Apr 9, 2016 at 1:53 PM
To: bjcherry@sc.rr.com

Sent from my iPhone

Gmail - Jocassee Glen Road Repair https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=89e8ffccd0&jsver=zr0O42E...
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Begin forwarded message:

From: mike sewell <mike.sewell.builders@gmail.com>
Date: April 3, 2016 at 5:47:24 PM EDT
To: DEBBIE SEWELL <debbio.sewell@gmail.com>
Subject: Jocassee Glen Road Repair

[Quoted text hidden]

2road2016011.pdf
530K

Beckert, Joseph M - CHARLOTTE NC <joseph_m_beckert@ml.com> Tue, Apr 19, 2016 at 10:43 AM
To: mike sewell <mike.sewell.builders@gmail.com>

Mike,

Sending your check today! 

Joseph M. Beckert
Senior Financial Advisor, CFP ®
Vice President

Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith
4500 Cameron Valley Parkway Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28211

Phone 704-362-3322

Toll free 800-937-0406 ext 322
fax      704 837-2722

visit our website  http://fc.ml.com/JOSEPH_M_BECKERT

·   Please do not email confidential information for security purposes. “The information
included herein was obtained from sources which we believe reliable, but we do not guarantee its accuracy.  Neither
this information, nor any opinion expressed, constitutes a solicitation by us of the purchase or sale of any securities or
commodities”.  “You should review the current prospectus or fact sheet, which includes information about the risks,
management fees, and other charges and expenses.  Please read the prospectus or fact sheet before you invest or
send money.”

From: mike sewell [mailto:mike.sewell.builders@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, April 03, 2016 5:47 PM
To: DEBBIE SEWELL
Subject: Jocassee Glen Road Repair

Gmail - Jocassee Glen Road Repair https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=89e8ffccd0&jsver=zr0O42E...
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Jocassee Glen Property Owners,

[Quoted text hidden]

This message, and any attachments, is for the intended recipient(s) only, may contain information that is privileged,
confidential and/or proprietary and subject to important terms and conditions available at
http://www.bankofamerica.com/emaildisclaimer. If you are not the intended recipient, please delete this message.

Gmail - Jocassee Glen Road Repair https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=89e8ffccd0&jsver=zr0O42E...
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Talley Builders, Inc.
295 Stamp Creek Landing Rd.

Seneca, SC 29672
(864) 885-0584
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SE 18-000003 

Special Exception 

Kay Wade 

Jocassee Lake Road, Salem, SC 

TMS# 038-00-01-005 

 

 



Dear Zoning Board members, 

 
As per the “NOTICE OF REPORTED OCONEE COUNTY CODE OF ORDINCANCES VIOLATIONS” received on 5/24/18 for the 
“Property listed as owned by Maloney Phillip G Et Al tax map number 039-00-01-005, located on Jocassee Lake Road in 
Salem, SC 29676 has been reported to be in violation of the Oconee County Code of Ordinances”, we are requesting a 
hearing with the Board of Zoning Appeals for the purpose of allowing the Jocassee Lake Tours guests to park on the 
property in question, which is an empty field adjacent to Devils Fork State Park (DFSP) property. 
 
Jocassee Lake Tours offers nature-based tours of Lake Jocassee. We have the capacity to take out 50 people at a time for 
three and four hour tours of the lake. Our guests include area residents and their out-of-town company, park visitors, 
visitors to the area who have heard about Lake Jocassee, and residents of South Carolina, North Carolina, and Georgia 
who come here specifically for a lake tour. In 2017 we had over 5000 people join our lake tours.  
 
On busy weekends, our guests are instructed to park in an empty field adjacent to DFSP, and we provide the service of 
shuttling them through the fee booth and into the park. Park management has been very supportive of this 
arrangement, since it frees up spaces for other guests while still generating a significant amount of income which helps 
support the state park system. The park’s only commercial vendor, Eclectic Sun, has been very supportive of this 
arrangement, since it allows more park guests to be onsite and use their store and rentals.  
 
Before we came up with this solution, tour guests were required to park in the day use/picnic area of the park and to 
walk a good distance across the dike to the boat ramp. Many of our guests are elderly, some are handicapped, and some 
are accompanied by young children. Often they were coming in for their first trip to Lake Jocassee and were unfamiliar 
with the parking arrangements, and unaware of the extra time it would take to walk to the boat. Sometimes they were 
arriving for afternoon tours, only to be told they could not enter DFSP because there was no place to park. Since the 
only public access to the lake is through Devils Fork State Park, park managers have the unpopular job of turning away 
cars once the parking lots have reached capacity. The situation could be quite stressful for all involved.  
 
The area in question is an empty field owned by Phillip Maloney. We do not pay Phillip to use the field, nor do we charge 
guests for the service of shuttling them into the park. The service is offered on Saturdays and Sundays only, May through 
October.  
 
Brooks and I are founding members of Friends of Jocassee, a non-profit group which provides support for DFSP, Keowee-
Toxaway State Park, and the Jocassee Gorges area. Four times a year we organize a clean-up of Jocassee Lake Road from 
Highway 11 to the entrance to Duke Energy’s Keowee-Toxaway Hydro facility, including Boone Creek Road. We are 
serious about the promotion, preservation, and protection of Oconee County, the Jocassee region, and the recreational 
benefits they provide. 
 
We have no desire to disobey a zoning ordinance. However, since this service we provide has no negative impact on the 
neighborhood and many positive benefits for DFSP and our guests, we request, respectfully, a zoning variance. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Kay and Brooks Wade 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Date:  June 25, 2018 

To:  Members of the Board of Zoning Appeals 

From:  Bill Huggins, AICP 
 Senior Planner 
 
Re: Staff Report for SE18-000003, Special Exception Request by Kay and Brooks Wade/ Phillip Maloney  

The applicant is requesting a Special Exception from the Board of Zoning Appeals to allow the subject 
property to be used for temporary guest parking for the Jocassee Lake Tours business.  The property is 
undeveloped and is located across Jocassee Lake Road from the Devils Fork State Park property.  The 
location has been used, with permission of the owner, for some time to provide shuttle parking for 
visitors on weekends during the Spring and Summer.  The applicant has provided a narrative description 
of the program, which explains why they believe the off-site parking is needed.   This use of property in 
within the Jocasee Lake Overlay district came to our attention through a complaint from a local property 
owner, who was concerned about the visual and traffic impacts of the use.    

Non-residential uses are allowed in the Overlay district only through the Special Exception review and 
approval process by the Board of Zoning Appeals, and such uses must meet the four criteria listed 
below.  According to Section 38-7.2 of the Zoning Ordinance, such uses must be:  
 

(1)  In accordance with the comprehensive plan and is consistent with the spirit, purposes, and the intent and 
 specific requirements of this chapter, to include the definition and intent of the district in which the special 
 exception is being requested;  

(2) In the best interests of the county, the convenience of the community and the public welfare;  

   
(3) Suitable for the property in question, and designed, constructed, operated, and maintained so as to be in 
 harmony with and appropriate in appearance to the existing or intended character of the general vicinity;  

  
(4) Suitable in terms of effects on highway traffic, parking and safety with adequate access arrangements to 
 protect streets from undue congestion and hazards.  
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In addition, the Board has the flexibility to require any other conditions on approval that it feels are 
appropriate to insure that the residential character of the area is maintained.  The Board may also apply 
any provisions it feels are applicable from Appendix A of the Ordinance.  That Appendix is included in 
this packet.   The area is zoned Control Free District, so uses are not generally restricted, except where 
an Overlay imposes a review process and possible conditions on approval beyond the strict requirements 
of the underlying zoning district or related codes.   

A number of area property owners have submitted letters for support for this use, including Visit 
Oconee, the marketing organization/tourism bureau serving Oconee County.    
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Please allow parking for jocassee lake tour guests 
Inbox x 

 
Carole 
 12:17 PM (2 hours 

ago) 
 

 
 

 
to me 

 
 

I ask that you allow cars of people attending Joccassee Lake tours to park where they have been to use the 
shuttle.  This is important to accommodate seniors like myself and park guests. 
 
Sincerely, 
Carole Slagh  
Anderson, SC 
 
 



Oconee County Board of Zoning 

415 S. Pine St 

 Walhalla, SC 29691 

 

Dear Board Members;  

My name is David Barr and I reside at 115 Blue Water Trail, Salem SC.  I am writing to support a zoning 
variance to continue to allow the use of an empty field bordering the boundary of Devil’s Fork State Park 
for parking. During busy weekends and holidays this field has been used to provide parking for people 
taking commercial tours of Lake Jocassee. People are shuttled to the park from this location for tours. 
The procedure provides additional access to the park for resident and visitors by effectively providing 
additional parking on busy weekends and holidays. The procedure is supported by the park staff and is 
coordinated with them. The property owners allow its use for this purpose without charge and no 
parking fees are collected. It is a convenience for the individuals on tours. The procedure also enables 
elderly and disabled guests to more readily participate in lake tours. The tour provider, Jocassee Lake 
Tours, provide an excellent service and have introduced thousands of people to the wonders of Lake 
Jocassee and the beauty of Oconee County. They provide economic benefit to the county and the park 
directly and indirectly and support conservation efforts in the park and surrounding area. I have used 
their services many times to introduce family and friends from all over the country to the wonders of 
this amazing place; One of the Last Best Places on Earth. I would ask you to grant a variance of the 750 
ft. boundary on the lake overlay to enable the ongoing use of this field for this service. 

I appreciate your consideration. 

 

David C Barr 



 
ellenhotz@aol.com 
 6:07 AM (8 hours ago) 

 
 
 

 to me 

 
 

I strongly urge our representatives to allow and make permanent this variance for a service that is definitely if 
not desperately needed.  I don't know your personal  experiences, but having spent over two years in 
wheelchais, on crutches, and walking boot using a cane, I can assure you that this variance will give access to 
beauty that is the very best medicine for those folks the Brooks are trying to serve. 

Most sincerely, 
Ellen E. Hotz RN,MSN,CHC 

 



From: linda alley [mailto:lindasuealley@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, June 06, 2018 8:25 AM 
To: Brooks Wade <brooks@jocasseelaketours.com> 
Subject: Re: Dates for Sierra Club Outings 
  
Thank you!  Sounds wonderful! 
  
Here is a comment about parking.  Hope this is OK. 
  
  
To The Zoning Board, 
 
I support rezoning to accommodate overflow parking bordering Devils Fork State Park, currently 
operated by Jocassee Lake Tours.  This service is a benefit to all the patrons of Devils Fork State 
Park.  It really cuts down on traffic congestion. 
 
Thank you, 
Linda Alley 
  
 

mailto:lindasuealley@hotmail.com
mailto:brooks@jocasseelaketours.com


FW: Request zoning variance 
Inbox x 

 
Brooks Wade 
 12:38 PM (2 hours 

ago) 
 

 
 

 
to me 

 
 

  
  
Brooks Wade 
Jocassee Lake Tours 
PO Box 582, Salem, SC 29676 
864-280-5501 
www.JocasseeLakeTours.com 
  
From: frank powell [mailto:fmpowell3@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, June 06, 2018 9:44 AM 
To: Jocassee Lake Tours <brooks@jocasseelaketours.com> 
Subject: Request zoning variance 
  
Hi Kay and Brooks, Jane and I very much would like to comment on the value of shuttle parking to Lake 
Jocassee that you provide. 
  
To the Oconee County zoning board: 
  
Please recognize the extraordinary service that Jocassee Lake tours provides to our up country environment 
and allow them to continue to use the existing shuttle parking area. From the moment people meet Kay and 
Brooks and their staff at that parking area to the time they return the overriding message received is one of 
preservation and sustainable existence with nature. We should do all that we can to support their programming. 
  
Jane and Frank Powell 
  
1098 Doug Hollow Road, Seneca, South Carolina 29672 
 

http://www.jocasseelaketours.com/
mailto:fmpowell3@gmail.com
mailto:brooks@jocasseelaketours.com
https://maps.google.com/?q=1098+Doug+Hollow+Road,+Seneca,+South+Carolina+29672&entry=gmail&source=g


 
 
 

June 4, 2018 

 

 

I am writing in support of Jocassee Lake Tours and their need to continue the parking arrangement that 
allows for off site parking, especially on weekends when Devils Fork State Park is a mad house! 

 

Brooks and Kay are tremendous supporters of the lake and its natural surroundings. I have brought 
several groups to the lake for their tours and those same people always return, bringing others to enjoy 
the beauty of Lake Jocassee. One of the great challenges is always the parking as the area near the docks 
is dominated by boaters and their trailers. Even on a good day, guests for the tour must be dropped off 
lakeside and then the driver must park on the other side near the campgrounds. On busy weekends, 
well, even this is impossible. 

 

In my view, it can only help the local economy and their tour business to continue this parking/shuttle 
arrangement. Please give their zoning variance request thoughtful consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Helen LaMore 

1112 W. Whitetail Dr 

Sapphire, NC 28774 

828-966-3030 

helenlamore@gmail.com 

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=1112+W.+Whitetail+Dr+Sapphire,+NC+28774&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=1112+W.+Whitetail+Dr+Sapphire,+NC+28774&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:helenlamore@gmail.com
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FW: Parking in the Zone 
Inbox x 

 
Brooks Wade 
 1:42 PM (1 hour ago) 

 
 
 

 to me 

 
 

  
  
Brooks Wade 
Jocassee Lake Tours 
PO Box 582, Salem, SC 29676 
864-280-5501 
www.JocasseeLakeTours.com 
  
From: Vivian McCreery [mailto:bleedingheart10jm@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, June 06, 2018 1:18 PM 
To: brooks@jocasseelaketours.com 
Subject: Parking in the Zone 
  
I ask the members of the board to please grant a zoning variance for parking in the field in the Lake Overlay boundary.  I have 
enjoyed Lake Jocassee since the late '80s, but now that I have arthritis in my feet, I don't get to hike like I did back then.   Being a  
to park near the shuttle is a blessing, as is the opportunity of visiting our beautiful lake. 
  
Best Regards, 
  
Janine McCreery 
Belton, SC 

 

http://www.jocasseelaketours.com/
mailto:bleedingheart10jm@gmail.com
mailto:brooks@jocasseelaketours.com


     
 

June 8, 2018 
 
 
Adam Chapman 
cc: Scott Carroll 
415 South Pine St. 
Walhalla, SC 29691 
 
Re: Letter of Support Jocassee Lake Tours Variance Request 
 
Dear Adam, 
 
Regarding the attached letter citing a county code ordinance violation, it is my pleasure to write this 
letter in support of Phillip Maloney’s and the Jocassee Lake Tours’ request for a special exception to 
the existing Lake Overlay. 
 
Lake Jocassee is one of Oconee County’s most desirable and visited tourism attractions. As you 
probably know, National Geographic once published this area as one of “The Worlds Last Great Places 
– A Destination of a Lifetime.”  Each year, Lake Jocassee and Devils Fork State Park continue to show 
significantly increased numbers of tourists. I was informed earlier this year by SCPRT, that the park 
rangers turned away between 300 – 400 cars per weekend during the prime tourism months due to max 
parking capacity. In other words, if you are not inside the park before 9:30 AM on a Saturday or 
Sunday, you will not be allowed in simply because all of the parking spaces are full. 
 
Jocassee Lake Tours offers an alternative to this issue. They use the property in question specifically 
for their customers only.  Instead of taking up additional parking spots inside the park, they meet their 
guests just outside the park, allow them to park their cars and then they escort them to the lake for a 
guided boat tour. This is a great alternative to a significant weekend issue at the park.  It not only frees 
up much needed parking spaces inside Devils Fork State Park, but it allows us as a county to provide 
an experience of a lifetime to a few more visitors on one our prized assets, Lake Jocassee. 
 
The Visit Oconee tourism bureau supports the request for a variance that would allow this highly 
successful tourism operation to continue using this property as a weekend and holiday parking area. I 
encourage you to seriously consider their appeal. 
 
Kindest regards, 

 
Ken Sloan 
President & CEO 
Visit Oconee SC 

Ken Sloan 
Visit Oconee SC 
864-380-3976 
Ken@SCMountainLakes.com 
www.VisitOconeeSC.com 

 105 W. S. Broad  Street  -  Walhalla, SC 29691  -  864-380-3976  -  Ken@SCMountainLakes.com   -   www.VisitOconeeSC.com 
 

mailto:Ken@SCMountainLakes.com
http://www.visitoconeesc.com/


Lake Jocassee Shuttle Service! 
Inbox x 

 
Heide Giezey 
 1:48 PM (1 hour ago) 

 
 
 

 to me 

 
 

Hi Kay, 
This email is to explain that I wouldn’t be able to participate in your Jocassee Lake Tours for the rest of this 
year if your shuttle is not available.  I’m having lower back surgery in July and will have limited activities and 
exercise.  This includes walking, bending and carrying which really creates a problem for me. 
I sincerely hope this problem is resolved as soon as possible. 
Best of luck, 
Heide Giezey 
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
 



Parking 
Inbox x 

 
Kevin Evans 
 9:32 AM 

(1 
minute 

ago) 
 

 
 

 

to me 

 
 

To whom it may concern,  
Parking is a premium at Devils Fork Start Park during the summer season. (Memorial Day through Labor Day). 
Last summer alone we turned around over 6000 vechicles.  
For the past several years Jocassee Lake Tous has used the area adjacent to our entrance as a parking area 
during this time frame only.  This is a tremendous help to Devils Fork State Park as it allows more guest enter 
the Park. The more people that enter the Park, the better the Oconee County economy is. 
Thanks if I can be of any further assistance please let me know. 
Kevin Evans 
Park Manager, Devils Fork State Park. 

Sent by MailWise – Your emails, with style.:) 

 

http://www.mail-wise.com/installation/4


Parking variance 
Inbox x 

 
karen 
 7:09 AM (7 hours ago) 

 
 
 

 to me 

 
 

To whom it may concern: 
My 86 year old parents very much enjoy outings on the Lake.  The shuttle service provided by Kay and Brooks 
is essential for busy summer weekends at DFSP.   You would be hard pressed to find ANYONE who loves the 
lake more than Brooks and Kay and they would never do anything hurtful for that pristine lake 
environment.  Please consider their request thoughtfully.  
Thank You 
Karen & Tom Peter 
Travelers Rest, SC 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 



Shutte Please! 
Inbox x 

 
Joe Baiyor <jbaiyor1@gmail.com> 
 

8:47 AM (6 hours ago) 
 
 
 

 to me 

 
 

My sister & I come up to the Lake from the Atlanta area. In busy summer, the shuttle is a lifesaver after our 3-
hour drive. SC has done a great job enticing us out-of-towners. Thanx for continuing to make us feel welcome 
& facilitate our visits by allowing the variance for the shuttle to continue! 
 
Sent from Joe's iPhone 
John’s Creek, GA 
678.427.3653 cell 
 



shuttle 
Inbox x 

 
o 
 7:49 AM (7 hours ago) 

 
 
 

 to me 

 
 

To Whom It May Concern: 
  
The shuttle service provided by Lake Jocassee Tours is so much 
appreciated!  We don't know how we would be able to explore and enjoy the 
beautiful lake without this service as it takes away the stress of will we find a 
parking space or not! 
  
So, needless to say, we hope very much that you support this public service 
portion of the Lake Jocassee Tours. 
  
Respectfully, 
the Love family  
 



Shuttle service 
Inbox x 

 
Ron Barnes <ron@barnes7.com> 
 

2:23 PM (56 minutes 
ago) 

 

 
 

 
to me 

 
 

The shuttle service was very helpful when we last visited the lake.  My father in law has dementia and this 
service was very helpful 
 



scdealp <scdealp@bellsouth.net> 
 

9:31 AM (5 hours ago) 
 
 
 

 to me 

 
 

Jocassee Lake Tours provides responsible, eco-friendly and educational use of lake Jocassee for locals and 
visitors.  The shuttle from parking outside Devils Fork park is in keeping with responsible use of the park. 
 
 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 
 



zoning variance request 
Inbox x 

 
Janet Hutcheson 
 7:06 AM (7 hours ago) 

 
 
 

 to me 

 
 

On holiday weekends, we have not been permitted into Devil’s Fork State Park, even on foot, when the parking 
is full. We own a property nearby and had rented a boat, but were not allowed to walk into the park because all 
the parking spots were filled up. This policy would restrict patrons of Jocassee Lake Tours from accessing the 
tour they have paid for. They would not be adding to the boat traffic as it is a group boat.  
 
Having parking nearby helps the patrons of Jocassee Lake Tours  enjoy Oconee County’s gem. Jocassee Lake 
Tours brings visitors into Oconee County and helps the economy of Oconee County. 
 
Allowing a zoning variance would be a win-win for both the small business owners, Kay and Brooks Wade, and 
for Oconee County.  
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
Janet and Gaines Hutcheson 
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Staff Report 

 
 

To: Members, Board of Zoning Appeals 
 

From: Bill Huggins, AICP 
 Planner and Zoning Administrator 

Re: Item 8 - Application VA18-000004 - Variance Request from Section 38-10.2 
concerning front setback requirement in a Control Free District (CFD) for property 
identified as 915 Chattooga Lake Road, Mountain Rest    (TMS#059-02-01-032) 

 

Property Owner: David Mase  
 

Applicant: David Mase  
 

Zoning: Control Free District (CFD) 

Parcel Id#   059-02-01-032                    ` 
 

Lot Area: 1.042 acres 
 

Zoning: CFD, Control Free District 
 

County Code References: Section 38-10.2 Control Free District 
Section 38.7.1 

 
Request: The applicant is requesting a front setback variance of  20 feet from the 25’ requirement for  

construction within a Control Free District in order to build a garage for a home he is planning 
to construct on property along Chattooga Lake Road.   The applicant states in his case narrative 
that the steep topography of the site as it drops from the road right of way down to the lake 
front prevents construction of the garage deeper into the parcel problematic.  He states that the 
steep slope beginning approximately 25 feet from the right of way would make a sidewalk or 
stair system from a garage in that location to the house would be difficult and potentially 
dangerous. 

 



Variance Standards 
 

The standards the Board of Zoning Appeals must consider in order to grant a variance are listed 
below under Section 38-7.1 of the Zoning Ordinance: 

 
• Sec. 38-7.1. - Variances. 

 
The Board of Zoning Appeals may grant a variance in an individual case of unnecessary 
hardship if the Board makes and explains in writing the following findings: 

 
 
 

   
1) There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of 
 property; 

2) These conditions do not generally apply to other property in the vicinity; 
 

3) Because of these conditions, the application of this chapter to the particular piece of 
 property would effectively prohibit or unreasonably restrict the utilization of the  property; and 

 
4) The authorization of a variance will not be of substantial detriment to adjacent uses or to 
 the public good, and the character of the district will not be harmed by the granting of the 
 variance. 
 
5)  a. 

 The board of zoning appeals may not grant a variance the effect of which 
would be to allow the establishment of a use not otherwise permitted. The fact 
that the property may be utilized more profitably, should a variance be granted, 
may not be considered grounds for a variance. 

 
b. The board of zoning appeals may grant a variance to extend physically an 

existing nonconforming use provided that the expansion does not adversely 
affect the character of the community and is designed so as to minimize any 
negative secondary impacts. 

 
c. In granting a variance, the board of zoning appeals may attach to it such 

conditions regarding the location, character, or other features of the 
 
    d. proposed building, structure, or use as the board of zoning appeals may consider 
   advisable to protect established property values in the surrounding area, or to  
   promote the public health, safety, or general welfare. 

The applicant shall have the burden of providing evidence to the county of compliance with the general 
requirements of this chapter and the specific requirements of the applicable section. The board of zoning 
appeals may impose whatever reasonable conditions it deems necessary to ensure that any proposed 
development will comply substantially with the objectives in this chapter. 

 



From: kparker336@aol.com
To: Willis Huggins
Subject: request for variance at 925 Chattooga Lake RD Mt Rest, SC
Date: Saturday, July 14, 2018 5:19:54 PM

Dear Mr Huggins, 
As a property owner in the Lake Chattooga Community  (my lot is 558
 Merganser Dr) I would like to voice my OBJECTION to the request for
 a lesser distance set back  from the road instead of the suggested 25
 ft distance. I sincerely feel that since this request  pertains to an area
 within a curve of the main street around the lake, it would create a
 blind spot to oncoming traffic. 
Unfortunately I will be out of the state at the time of this variance
 hearing or I would certainly attend the meeting and voice my opinion
 at that time.

If there is a need to contact me for further discussion on this subject I
 can be reached by cell phone 803-215-1529 (voice or text) and can be
 reached by email at kparker336@aol.com .

Thank You: 

Keith Parker 
558 Merganser Dr
Mt Rest, SC 29664

mailto:kparker336@aol.com
mailto:whuggins@oconeesc.com




























From: Lynda Airey
To: Willis Huggins
Subject: Re: Constitution and Bylaws of Chattooga Lake Club filed 9.29.2017
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2018 11:59:00 AM

Hi Bill,
Based on his rough draft drawing, I don’t see that he is violating our Bylaws or Constitution,
 however, since this is not an official layout, I’m not convinced that his house would be 70’
 from the lake shoreline. From what we can see, the water runoff from the road goes directly
 through where he is positioning the house. He would have to redirect that somehow??

My concerns, that will be included in our petition, are:
1.  There is no hardship (such as large boulders) preventing the structures from being built
 within county and CLC regulations. 
2.  There are no existing structures that would require deviations for new construction. 
3.  Depending on where the vehicle entry to the garage is, placement of a garage so close to
 Chattooga Lake Rd could create driving safety concerns. Other vehicles driving around the
 curve may not easily see those exiting the garage. 
4.  Contour of the property was obvious and visible prior to purchase. 
5.  Approval of variance would create a precedent for the applicant and other residents of CLC
 that would not be in CLC’s best interest. 

Thank you very much,
Lynda Airey

email: aireylh@gmail.com
M: 214-984-1743

On Jul 10, 2018, at 8:59 AM, Willis Huggins <whuggins@oconeesc.com> wrote:

Thank you Ms. Airey.  Do you know of any restriction in these bylaws/requirements
 that would impact the applicant’s proposed development?
 
 
Thanks,
Bill
 
 
Bill Huggins
Planner
Community Development
Oconee County, SC
Phone:  864-710-2390
Email:  whuggins@oconeesc.com
 
<image001.png>
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From: Lynda Airey [mailto:aireylh@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2018 5:31 PM
To: Willis Huggins
Subject: Fwd: Constitution and Bylaws of Chattooga Lake Club filed 9.29.2017
 
Hi Bill
Please find our Club Constitution and Bylaws attached from our Club President,
 Felix Gravino, below. 
 
Thank you!
Lynda Airey
 
email: aireylh@gmail.com
M: 214-984-1743

Begin forwarded message:

From: Felix Gravino <felixgravino@gmail.com>
Date: January 27, 2018 at 11:14:53 AM EST
To: Alan Airey <alan.airey@verizon.net>, April McEwen
 <akayaker_2000@yahoo.com>, Becky Jones
 <drbeckynow@gmail.com>, Betty Davis <jcdatrest@att.net>,
 Beverly Jerrim <bjerrim@bellsouth.net>, Brenda Stafford
 <brendafstaff@gmail.com>, Brian Petersen
 <brianp@americanselfstoragesc.com>, Buddy Hardee
 <buddyhardee@gmail.com>, Carla Hedden
 <carlahedden@earthlink.net>, Chad Oliver <chad.oliver@yale.edu>,
 Charlie Lee <calee1@cox.net>, Chip Westcott
 <chip.westcott@gmail.com>, Chris Penn <mtnrestpenns@aol.com>,
 Christopher Cousins <sydneycousins@yahoo.com>, Cindy Edgerton
 <cindyedgerton@gmail.com>, Craig Oakes
 <csoakes@bellsouth.net>, Dan Snow <dcsnow12@hotmail.com>,
 Dave Mase <dmase7@gmail.com>, Deb Swanson
 <debswanson5@gmail.com>, Debbie Houtzer
 <dhoutzer@me.com>, Deborah Powell
 <dpowell@carolinatele.com>, Elena Ris <elena_ris@comcast.net>,
 Ellen Sanders <Ellen_51@hotmail.com>, Fatma Oliver
 <Fatmaarf@aol.com>, Felix Gravino <felixgravino@gmail.com>,
 Fred Edgerton <mred@nctv.com>, Gerald Waddle
 <waddle@clemson.edu>, Glenn Bosshardt
 <glenn.bosshardt@gmail.com>, Greg Korte
 <gkorte.acehardware@gmail.com>, Gwen Thompson
 <gwenkthompson@yahoo.com>, Jack weems
 <jweems@lanier100.com>, Jeanne Bastin
 <jenbastin@hotmail.com>, Jeanne Geiman
 <geimans1024@gmail.com>, Jerry Bastin
 <jwbastin@hotmail.com>, Jerry Birch <jerry.birch@att.net>, Jessica
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 Phelps <jjmphelps@bellsouth.net>, Jim Lehmann
 <lehmannjames6@gmail.com>, Jim Thomason
 <thomasonjim@hotmail.com>, John and Colleen Zeigler
 <jbzcsz@hotmail.com>, John DeGuenther
 <jdeguenther@loansite.com>, John Jerrim <jjerrim@bellsouth.net>,
 John Morrey <navyproud.sc@gmail.com>, John Plyler
 <riverfree36@yahoo.com>, John Shell <nippit@aol.com>, John
 Workman <johnpworkman@gmail.com>, Joyce Hunt
 <joycehunt@bellsouth.net>, Judy Leverette
 <jaleverette@hotmail.com>, Judy Ligeikis <jayarel@live.com>,
 Judy McMullin <judymcmullin@gmail.com>, Karen Oakes
 <karenoakes@bellsouth.net>, Kathlyn Mase
 <mymases@hotmail.com>, Keith Parker <kparker336@aol.com>,
 Keith Powell <kpowell2@charter.net>, Ken Tinsley
 <rktinsley@aol.com>, Ken Yount <kenyount31@gmail.com>, Larry
 McMullin <chevynut57@gmail.com>, Lawrence Evans
 <eddieandjosh@comcast.net>, Liz Kuemmerer
 <lizkuemmerer@gmail.com>, Lori Korte <jmjboxer@aol.com>,
 Lyn Morrey <mustangmama.sc@gmail.com>, Lynda Airey
 <aireylh@gmail.com>, Margaret Collier
 <margaretandjerry@collierfam.net>, Marian Tinsley
 <tinsleymc@aol.com>, Marsha Hughes <marshahug@yahoo.com>,
 Marty Kuemmerer <martykuemmerer@gmail.com>, Maureen
 Wallace <mowallace14@gmail.com>, Michael Clarke
 <clarkemt@earthlink.net>, Mike Teachey
 <teachey.mike@gmail.com>, Nancy Ann Fowler
 <afowler236@outlook.com>, Newton Boykin
 <Edistocat@gmail.com>, Olga DeGuenther <olgadeg@msn.com>,
 Pat McEwen <patricia55@hughes.net>, Phyllis Duvall
 <duvallpm@msn.com>, Randy Porter <randyporter@att.net>,
 Robert Russell <wd4paq@bellsouth.net>, Rollie Severance
 <wmrollin@yahoo.com>, Russ Ligeikis <Candleman51@live.com>,
 Sally Gravino <sallygravino@gmail.com>, Sarah Hunter
 <huntergirl1015@yahoo.com>, Sharon Petersen
 <sharonlee7114@gmail.com>, Stephanie Severance
 <steffabee@yahoo.com>, Steve Fisher
 <STEVE_FISHER@bellsouth.net>, Steve Stansell
 <stance1@comcast.net>, Steven Phelps <stevephelps@yahoo.com>,
 Sue Hardee <cabinlife08@gmail.com>, Tim Thor
 <tthor@bellsouth.net>, Trent Kernodle
 <tkernodle@kernodlelaw.com>, Van Chapman
 <vchapman5714@gmail.com>, Wallace Crosby
 <CROSBYWA@mailbox.sc.edu>, Wallace Crosby
 <wacrosby@bellsouth.net>, William Carpenter
 <wmanca@gmail.com>
Subject: Constitution and Bylaws of Chattooga Lake Club filed
 9.29.2017

Dear CLC members,
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There have been many property transfers in the last six months, so I
 want to be sure everybody, old and new, has a copy of the
 Constitution and the Bylaws which are filed at the Oconee County
 Deeds office.  
 
Let me know if you have any questions.
 
Felix Gravino, President of CLC



From: Jim Codner
To: Gwen Fowler-Brown; Bill Gilster
Cc: Charles Morgan; Josh Lusk; Marty McKee; Ryan Honea; Willis Huggins; Adam Chapman
Subject: Re: Agenda 7/23
Date: Monday, July 16, 2018 9:58:40 AM

All – it is less than desirable for some of the facilities to be hidden, but I think it is still
 important to view the parcels involved and their surroundings.  That can be easily done
 without actually going on the property.  Please make the effort to visit the 3 hearing sites.  Jim
 Codner
 
From: Gwen Fowler-Brown
Sent: Saturday, July 14, 2018 4:05 PM
To: Bill Gilster
Cc: Charles Morgan ; Jim Codner ; Josh Lusk ; Marty McKee ; Ryan Honea ; Bill Huggins ; Adam
 Chapman
Subject: Re: Agenda 7/23
 
Thanks for the heads up.
 
On Sat, Jul 14, 2018, 4:01 PM Bill Gilster <bgilster@yahoo.com> wrote:

Just a heads up that the tree house/wedding chapel property and the garage set
 back property are behind locked gates and can't be seen. Frustrated trip for me
 today
 
Bill Gilster
 
 
On Thursday, July 12, 2018, 8:47:19 PM EDT, Jim Codner <jcodner@bellsouth.net> wrote:
 
 
BZA Members: 
 
On 7/23 the BZA is again scheduled to hear three Special Exception requests pertaining to
 the Lake Overlay near Lake Jocasse.  If you haven’t already done so, I urge you to drive up to
 view the parcels involved and their surroundings.  This will be essential to your fair
 evaluation of the requests and any comments from the public.
 
Thanks for your attention to this matter.
 
Jim Codner

mailto:jcodner@bellsouth.net
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Parking 
Inbox x 

 
Kevin Evans 
 9:32 AM 

(1 
minute 

ago) 
 

 
 

 

to me 

 
 

To whom it may concern,  
Parking is a premium at Devils Fork Start Park during the summer season. (Memorial Day through Labor Day). 
Last summer alone we turned around over 6000 vechicles.  
For the past several years Jocassee Lake Tous has used the area adjacent to our entrance as a parking area 
during this time frame only.  This is a tremendous help to Devils Fork State Park as it allows more guest enter 
the Park. The more people that enter the Park, the better the Oconee County economy is. 
Thanks if I can be of any further assistance please let me know. 
Kevin Evans 
Park Manager, Devils Fork State Park. 

Sent by MailWise – Your emails, with style.:) 
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