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Ray Cha (Anderson Inde

Item 1.  Call to Order 
 
Chairman Lee called the meeting to order.  
 
Item 2.  Approval of Minutes (March 10, 2011 Meeting) 
 

r. Littlefield made a motion to approveM
motion.  The minutes were approved.  
 
Item 3.  Special Exception Hearin
 
Statement of matter to be heard: (Staff) 
 
“The Special Exception hearing tonight stems from a land use application to open 
Whetstone Academy, a boy’s boarding school proposed to be located off of Brian’s

ake Road in Mountain Rest.  The application wa
 

s submitted on April 11, 2011 by 

itially enroll less than 10 students, and utilize existing 

415 S. P  29691 

4-638-4168 

in Ce Street, Walhalla, S
Telephone: 864-638-4218 

Fax: 86
  

L
Sharon Stricker, agent for Whetstone Academy.   
 

s proposed, the school will inA
structures on the property. 
 
All application fees have been paid, and the required legal ad was published in the 
Seneca Daily Journal on April 14, 2011.  Notification of the hearing was sent to 



 
adjacent property owners by mail, and signs were also posted at the site more than
ays in advance.  

 

 15 

embers. 

d considered all identified issues, 
he 

d
 
The appeal to the Board for the Special Exception is being made pursuant to the 
Group Residential Facility standards, Chapter 32 Article 5 of the Oconee County 

ode of Ordinances.  A copy of the standards was sent to the mC
 

fter having reviewed the submitted materials anA
staff feels that the application meets the standards set forth in the ordinance, and t
appeal for a Special Exception is reasonable.” 
 
Presentation by Applicant (Ms. Stricker) 
 
Ms. Stricker spoke about the charact

sues of traffic, nuisance to neighbo
er of the proposed school and addressed the 
rs, safety of local residents, safety of the 

cility, and that the Whetstone Academy had satisfied the standards 
icle V of the Oconee County Code of Ordinances. 

ment

is
residents of the fa
f Chapter 32 Arto

 
Discussion by the Board followed.  
 

ublic ComP  

 

concerns regarding Whetstone Academy: 

tion by Board

 
Chairman Lee recognized those who were in favor of Whetstone Academy: 

ho each addressedMs. Elizabeth MacFarlane, Ms. Rebecca Queen, Mr. Butch Clay w
e Board.  th

 
hairman Lee recognized those who had C

Mr. Don Burton, Ms. Sherrie Holcomb, Ms. Susie Cornelius, Ms. Alberta Sullivan.  
Ms. Stricker addressed the concerns of the citizens as they arose. 
 

onsideraC  

k of 

xception to approve the land 
it for W

hapter 32 Article V. Mr. Reckert seconded the motion. The motion 
carried 6-1 with Mr. Nichols voting against the measure. 

 
Item 4.  Chairman Lee adjourned the meeting. 
  

 
Mr. Nichols made a motion that the board delay their decision for one week, so that 
the Board would have time to consider what was heard. The motion failed for lac
a second. 
 
Mr. Littlefield made a motion to approve the Special E

e perm hetstone Academy in accordance with Oconee County Code of us
Ordinance C


