
 A G R I C U L T U R A L   A D V I S O R Y   B O A R D    

 
  415 South Pine Street - Walhalla, SC                                  TEL (864) 638-4218 FAX (864) 638-4168  
 
 
 

AGENDA 
6:30 PM, MONDAY, May 14th, 2018 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
OCONEE COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE COMPLEX  

 
 
1.  Call to Order 
2.  Approval of Minutes 
    April 9th, 2018 
3.  Public Comment 
4.  Staff Presentation: Agricultural Resources and Agricultural Buffer 
5.  Discussion on Proposals by the AAB to be presented to County Council 
6. Discussion on Marketing and Advertising of the AAB 
7.  New Business 
8.  Old Business 
9. Adjourn 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anyone wishing to submit written comments to the Agricultural Advisory Board can send their comments to the 
Planning Department by mail or by emailing them to the email address below.  Please Note: If you would like to 
receive a copy of the agenda via email please contact our office, or email us at achapman@oconeesc.com. 
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 A GR I C U L T U R A L   A D V I S O R Y   B O A R D    

 
  415 South Pine Street - Walhalla, SC                                     Tel (864) 638-4218 FAX (864) 638-4168  
 
 
 

MINUTES 
6:30 PM, Monday, April 9th, 2018 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
OCONEE COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE COMPLEX 

 
Members Present:   
Ms. Sewell  District 1 
Mr. Hollifield District 2 
Mr. Land District 4     
Ms.Willoughby District 5 
Ms. Alexander   At-Large 
Mr. Blanton      At-Large 
Mr.Howard   Ex-Officio 
     
 
Staff Present: Adam Chapman, Zoning Administrator 
Media Present: None     
 

1. Call to Order 
 
Mr. Blanton called the meeting to order at 6:30 

 
2. Approval of Minutes 

 
March 12th minutes: Motion for approval by Mr. Land, seconded by Ms. Alexander. 
Unanimous vote for approval. 

 
3. Staff Recommendations 

Mr.Blanton gave Ms.Sewell time to brief the AAB on the FARM center’s progress. 
Ms.Sewell noted the completion of the driveway, the upcoming rodeo and other matters 
related to the FARM center. 
Staff recommended that in order to move the AAB’s goals forward that the following 
plan, if received well by the AAB be put in place: 
 a. Work on the Agricultural Element of the Comprehensive Plan 
 b. Create a “How to get started farming in Oconee County” book. 
 c. Organize a “Market-to-Table” cooking contest 
 d. Once items a-c above were in motion, utilize the OEA’s offer to create the    
 AAB a website 



 

Staff noted that items “b” and “c” above were yet to be discussed but if the AAB wanted 
they could create a proposal to bring before County Council for inclusion in the FY2018-
2019 budget. 

4. Discussion of Agricultural Element for the 2020 Comprehensive Plan. 
Mr. Blanton gave Ms. Sewell time to brief the AAB on the FARM center’s progress. Ms. 
Sewell noted the completion of the driveway, the upcoming rodeo and other matters 
related to the FARM center. Staff briefed the AAB on the Planning Commission’s 
workshop with County Council in regards to the Comprehensive Plan. Staff gave a brief 
set of questions for the Board members to fill out regarding the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
5. Discussion on Marketing and Advertising of the AAB: Logo, Proposed How-to-
Farm Oconee County Manual, Proposed Market-to-Table program, Website. 

• Logo: Staff noted that the Chamber of Commerce had graciously given the AAB 
permission to utilize a logo that the Chamber had created previously. Mr. Blanton 
asked for a motion to be made to vote the logo as the AAB official logo. Mr. 
Hollifield made the motion, Ms. Alexander seconded it, vote was unanimous 

• Proposed How-to-Farm Oconee County Manual: Staff noted that Mr. Blanton, 
Mr. Land and staff met regarding this item since the last meeting. Staff noted this 
could be an excellent project for the AAB. Staff gave the opinion that this could 
be accomplished at a meeting or at a subcommittee meeting. Mr. Blanton asked 
for a motion to create a sub-committee, Mr. Land made the motion, Ms. 
Willoughby seconded the motion, vote was unanimous. Ms. Alexander, Ms. 
Willoughby and Mr. Land volunteered for the sub-committee. Meeting date to be 
established. 

• Proposed market-to-table contest: Ms. Sewell proposed a contest to include the 
farmer’s market and roadside stands with a cooking contest to be sponsored by 
the AAB. Ms. Sewell volunteered to head up the project and create the proposal.  

• Website : Mr. Blackwell had offered to staff the willingness of the OEA to create 
a simple website for the AAB once content was available.  

6. Discussion on 150th anniversary events and data 
Ms. Sewell noted some of the 150th anniversary events happening. Ms. Alexander is still 
looking for more agriculture related facts. Ms. Alexander volunteered to go speak on 
behalf of the AAB at the first Council meeting in May to continue raising awareness of 
agriculture’s impact in the County. 

 
7. Old Business 

       None 
8. New Business 

      None 
9. Adjourn 

 Mrs. Alexander made the motion, Mr. Land seconded the motion. 7-0 in favor. 
 

        
 
 

 



 

 



American Planning Association 
National Planners Conference 



10 Agriculture related sessions, 
attended four 

1 Agriculture Tour – six urban 
farms/gardens/foodsystem 



 Farm friendly county in a farm friendly state 
 Zoning helps protect against the negative 

externalities of development 
 Seniors own 40%+ of farmland 
Regulation for Agri-tainment, Agri-hoods 
Create permanently protected farmland 
 

 



Farmbudsmen 
Robust agri-food support group 
Strong tradition of agriculture 
Local food in schools 
Farm tour for Council members 
Urban growth boundary 
Buffer by residential next to ag 50-200ft 

 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 







 



 



 



Links to resources 
 http://growdatyouthfarm.org/ 
 www.Farmland.org 
 http://www.farmlandinfo.org/ 
 Conservation Science Partners 
 http://www.csp-inc.org/ 
 USDA food development tool kit 
 https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/m
edia/Toolkit%20Designed%20FINAL%203-22-16.pdf 
 https://www.farmland.org/ 
 http://scfarmtoinstitution.com/farm-to-institution/ 

 
 
 

http://growdatyouthfarm.org/
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/
http://www.csp-inc.org/
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Toolkit%20Designed%20FINAL%203-22-16.pdf
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Toolkit%20Designed%20FINAL%203-22-16.pdf
https://www.farmland.org/
http://scfarmtoinstitution.com/farm-to-institution/


 TDR conservations tools.org 
 https://conservationtools.org/guides/12-transfer-
of-development-rights 
 Greenbelt Alliance 
 https://www.greenbelt.org/ 
 Food and Farming and action plan 2021 
  http://www.foodandfarming.ca/food-and-

farming-action-plan/ 
 Agriculture Economic Development: a resource 

guide for communities 
 https://www.usda.gov/media/press-
releases/2012/07/20/usda-announces-federal-
resource-guide-assist-rural-communities 

 

https://conservationtools.org/guides/12-transfer-of-development-rights
https://conservationtools.org/guides/12-transfer-of-development-rights
https://www.greenbelt.org/
http://www.foodandfarming.ca/food-and-farming-action-plan/
http://www.foodandfarming.ca/food-and-farming-action-plan/
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2012/07/20/usda-announces-federal-resource-guide-assist-rural-communities
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2012/07/20/usda-announces-federal-resource-guide-assist-rural-communities
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2012/07/20/usda-announces-federal-resource-guide-assist-rural-communities


 Agricultural economy 
 https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/ag-
and-food-statistics-charting-the-essentials/ag-and-
food-sectors-and-the-economy/ 
 Food systems network 
 http://www.foodsystemsnetwork.org/ 
 Rouge Valley Food systems 
 http://rvfoodsystem.org/ 
 1000 friends of Oregon. 
 http://www.friends.org/ 
 http://www.recirculatingfarms.org/ 
 https://localfoodeconomics.com/ 

 
 

 

https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/ag-and-food-statistics-charting-the-essentials/ag-and-food-sectors-and-the-economy/
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http://www.foodsystemsnetwork.org/
http://rvfoodsystem.org/
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http://www.recirculatingfarms.org/
https://localfoodeconomics.com/


































 

Oconee County Agricultural Advisory Board promotion: “Directory of Agricultural Resources”  

Purpose: 

The Oconee County Agricultural Advisory Board (AAB) is proposing the creation of a Directory of 

Agricultural Resources. Agricultural is the oldest industry the in Oconee County and currently 

has 23 century farms (farms in existence over 100 years) as well as being in the top 10 of South 

Carolina agriculture with over 884 farms located in the County, 60 of those farms with 

vegetable production with over 40 of those harvesting 269 acres to sell direct to consumers at 

local markets. Oconee County, as of the 2012 agricultural census ranks: 

• 2nd in poultry production 

• 6th in equine   

• 8th in cattle, sheep and goats 

• 10th in total Ag. sales in SC  

The objective of this proposed project is to assist current farmers in growing their operations 

and to encourage new farmers to join the long history of agriculture in Oconee County.  

Benefits: 

A major benefit of this Directory will be the creation of a centralized document that will allow 

interested parties to access multiple resources in one place. This will allow existing and 

potential farmers the opportunity and knowledge to access information more efficiently and 

effectively.  This will bolster the County’s economic portfolio. The community will benefit by 

having access to local, fresh, healthy produce. Restaurants will benefit from having a larger 

basket of food to choose from. The ancillary supporting businesses (feed, hardware, inputs, 

fuel, etc.) will benefit from increased farming activities, creating a larger economic impact.  

Marketing: 

1. Create a PDF ( no printing costs) 

2. Place links to the document on the Oconee County website 

3. Creation of an mobile app (eventually) 

 

 



 
 

Oconee County Agriculture Advisory Board promotion: ‘2018 ‘Market -to-Table’ 

Recipe Contest and “Market-to-Table” Recipe Taste Contest 
 

Purpose: 

The Oconee County Agriculture Advisory Board is promoting a ‘Market-to-Table’ Recipe and 

“Market-to-Table” Recipe Taste Contests to promote Local Oconee County Growers and 

Producers. Encouraging Local Food shoppers share their favorite recipes featuring Locally 

grown and produced products. 

 

Benefits: 

Communities benefit from local food in many ways: boosts economy, increases health. 

Improves food safety and has a positive effect on the environment. This Receipt Contest will 

benefit the ABA and Local Agriculture Community in several ways including:  

 

• Market local growers and producer’s products 

• Engage community with our Markets 

• Contribute to Market research  

• Introduce the AAB to the Community  

Marketing: 

1. Poster- professionally printed, displayed at various locations throughout county.@50 

a. Cost-$50.00-75,00 

2. Entry form- printing inhouse, printable online (250-1000)- for Markets and Growers 

a. Cost-paper cost 

3. AAB Banner – for use at Farmers Market and Fair, future AAB activities  

a. Cost-$40-60 

4. Table Cover - for use at Farmers Market and Fair, future AAB activities  

a. Cost-$200.00 

5. Brochure holders 

a. Cost-$7-10 each 

6. #Oconee Grown Market Bags 

 

 



2018 ‘Market -to-Table’ Recipe Contest 
and “Market-to-Table” Recipe Taste Contest 

Entry Form  
 

1. Enter Name and Contact information: 
Name: _________________________________________ 
 
Phone: _________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________ 
 
Email: _________________________________________  

 
2. Recipe Title/Category: _______________________________________ 

 
3. Written Recipe: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Describe featured ingredients and Vendor (Farmer’s, Roadside, or Certified SC Market 
and/or grower or producer name): 

Ingredient –Vendor 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. Submit Photos: 

 
6. Sign and Date Entry form: Oconee County and the Agricultural Advisory Board 

reserves the right to use recipe entries in all promotional avenues generated from this 
event. 

 ___________________________________ ______________________________ 
 Entrant Signature                     Date  

 

 

 



2018 ‘Market -to-Table’ Recipe Contest 
and “Market-to-Table” Recipe Taste Contest 

 
 
The Oconee County Agriculture Advisory Board is promoting a ‘Market-to-Table’ Recipe and “Market-to-Table” 
Recipe Taste Contests to promote Local Oconee County Growers and Producers. Encouraging Local Food 
shoppers share their favorite recipes featuring Local Ingredients in 3 recipe categories: Appetizer /Dessert, 
Side-Dish, and Main Entrée. Preliminary contests held in June, July, and August. “Market-to-Table” Recipe 
Taste Contest to be held in September at the SC Heritage Fair. Contests are open to all local food shoppers 
 
‘Market -to-Table’ Recipe Contest 
 
Each entry will be reviewed by members of the AAB and assigned points according to the following categories: 
Point totals determine winners. 
 

 Use of featured local ingredient … 50pts 
 Originality ……………………………..25 pts  
 Presentation ………………………….25 pts 
 Extra Points for Family Heirloom  

  or Local Historical Recipe……….. +10 pts  
 
Four winners each month, 1 from each Category and a “Best Overall” winner with the highest points overall. 
Recipe Contest winners announced the Last Saturday of June, July, and August at the Foothills Heritage Market 
and on the AAB Webpage. Entrants may submit multiple recipes for consideration, only one entry per entrant 
will be considered in the Final Taste Contest. If entrant wins more than one of the monthly contests the next 
highest point entry will be entered in the taste contest. 
 
“Market-to-Table” Recipe Taste Contest 
 
Winners from monthly Market -to-Table’ Recipe Contest: “Best Overall” winners and the Category winner with 
the highest point total from all preliminary contests will be entered in the “Market-to-Table” Taste Contest. Held 
in September at the SC Heritage Fair. A local chef will prepare the 4 winning recipes. Samples will be served to 
the judges, who will vote for their favorite. The Dish receiving the most votes will win the “Market-to-Table” 
Taste Contest.  
 
Contest Rules and Instructions  
 

1. Submit Contact Information. 
2. Indicate Category: 3 categories: Appetizer/Dessert, Side Dish, Main Entrée. 
3. Submit recipe. Include Full recipe, ingredient list, and detailed instructions for preparation. Must be in 

writing and feature locally grown or produced ingredients. 
4. List featured ingredient(s) and Vendor.  
5. Eligible ingredients must be grown or produced in Oconee County. Ingredients must be available from 

producers and be available at Farmer’s, Certified SC Grown Markets, Roadside Stands, or any 
established location were Oconee County farmers sale their products. 

6. 75% of ingredients must be grown or produced in Oconee County. 
*Spices or condiments are excluded from the 75% requirement (i.e. salt, milk, oil)  

7. Submit Photos. Photos will increase point total. Photos should depict you with the Local grower or 
producer, you at the market or on the farm, raw ingredients, step by step photos, and/or finished dish.  

8. Complete and Sign entry form.  
9. Email, or deliver entries on or before the 25th of June, July, and August for monthly contests. 


